














July 1914

the times znd the people — and such a spirit could not pervade the
State power with Impunity. How could the generals, who that same
year took the field — generals harboring such sentiments —be ex-
pected to know the man in the trenches, and how could the man
in the trenches be expected to know his leaders? What if such
generals now took over political control as well, if amid all the
war danger an entire pation were led by men who approved the
acquittal of Zabern? The uncompromising attitude of War Min-
ister von Falkenhayn in this matter won the special favor of the
Kaiser; and without Zaberm, von Falkerhayn would noat have
become Chief of the High Command within a few months.

But the German tragedy is not exhausted by pointing out the
contrast between peaple and leaders — it only begins there, There
was a conflict that went far deeper. It wo fellowed from German
insecurity and boastfulness, as symbolized by the Kaiser.

For one month, from June £8 to July 28, 1914, William had incited
his allies, his ambassadors, even his Chancellor, to war. In countless
marginal notes he had expressed his orders and at the same time his
moods — in a towering rage induced by the assassinacion of the Aus
trian Archduke, whom Williamm heartily disliked, bat in whom he
saw a symbol of his own divine mission. The Kaiser had expressed
no emotional reaction on the occasion of the assassination of the
French President Carpot, but the most violent indignation when
an attempt was made upon King Umberto. Now he was deeply
injured and wrote: “Now or neverl We must clean up the Serbs!”

At the same time he was impelled by the desire to appear 35 the
strong man — the same desire that had made him hide his own
physica! handicap all his life. He knew that his generals regarded
him as cowardly while they regurded the Crown Prince as a hero,
even though the laiter's victories had mostly taken place ex-
clusively in boudoirs. Another factor was that William's character
tolerated only weak and devoted ministers, such as Bethmann-
Holweg. Had affairs of state in July 1914, instead of being in the
hands of the humble Bethmann-Hollweg, the spiteful Isvolsky and
the criminal Count Berchthold, been handied by three other men
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Power of War Machines

who had been in power before and who were still available —
Biillow, Witte and Tisza — the World War would have bean avoided,
at least at that time and under those particular circumstances.

The German noblemen who first sooght, then made, next con-
ducted, and finally lost the war, gave the most striking demaonstra-
tion of their inherited incapacity at its very outbreak, After three
hundred years of monopolizing the privileges of ambassadorships
and cabinet posts, they were not even capable at the decisive mo-
ment of conducting negotiations such as every experienced busi-
nessman takes in his stride, Gount Pourtalés, the German Am-
bassador in St Petersburg, had been wired the text of 2 declara-
tion of war from Berlin in two versions, for itwo different con-
tingencies; but to be on the safe side, he handed them both to
the Rassian Minister, written on the same piece of paper. At the
same hour the members of the Austrian Embassy in St. Petersburg
waited beside their packed trunks, expecting the arrival of their
own declaratian of war at any moment. A coded telegram finally
came. When officials had decoded the telegram, the Ambassador
tensely read to the excited listepers: “Vienna, August 1, 1914, Her
Excellency, Countess Berchthold, requests that the long-ordered
Russian chocolate not be forgotten.” (Reported to the present
author by an eyewitness.)

On that day the Kaiser had already lost the game. The further
he had gone, the more his nervous character bad begun 1o vacillate.
A true actor, he had inspired himself to battle and a hero’s death,
with the certainty in the back of his mind that he would be cailed
upen to die only on the stage, not in realicy. Thus when the Serbs
had almost entirely accepted the Vienna ultimatum, the Kaiser
was relieved and wrote: "This removes zny reason for warl” It
was too late. The Viennese counts had mapped out a fine campaign
and would not do withour it. For forty years the annual mancuvers
and test mobilizations had painted the shadows against the wall.
Now the specters came down from their wails and tottered about
Europe. Even in St Petersburg and Parls there were war parties
that had leng waited for their hour. For three days William vairnly
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“Let Us Give Thanks to God!”

fired one warning message after the other at his Vienna allies and
Berlin generals. The machine was stzonger, and he was not strong
enough to shut the door en it with a single powerful move and
to pocket the key. In that event he would have had to fear de-
thronement by the party of the Crown Prince.

When all was over, he aitribuzed all the guilt to others, after the
fashion of weak men, writing that “Slavic treachery, Latin ar-
rogance, truly British perfidy” bore the guilt for the war; the
real culprit was King Edward, “who even in death is stronger than
I who am alivel” The Kaiser, in whom the world saw the King
of the Huns, actually went into the World War a desperate man.
With tragic countenance he stood on the balcony of his palace,
calling out a few words to the citizens of Berlin, Bur the crowd
down below did not sing the Deutschland song, nor the Imperial
Anthem, nor an old army song; it situck up &n ancient Lutheran
hymn that would have been more suitable for the end of a war,
and that began: "Let us give thanks to God, with heart and hand
and voices!” Two generations before, in March 1848, the rebellious
crowd before the same palace had sung: “Jesus, shepherd of my
soul!”



7

THE COURSE of the Weorld War will not be related
here. In that war the German character emerged in its best form —
brave, obedient, willing to make sacrifices. The German people
suffered less destruction of homes than the French, for the enemy
virtually never stood on their soil. On the other hand, they were in
greater want, for they sat inside a fortress, and in the second half of
the war they literally starved. While death took its toll from every
family of the two nations, inwardly both felr morally secure, that
is to say, innocently artacked. The German middle class and work-
ing class can hardly be blamed for believing such a thing in the
beginning. But even if the German people must share the guilt for
the outbreak of the war, since they left their government to a small
class, they are innocent of the war's protracted duration. After
the destruction of the International, the workers lacked the means
for forcing peace. When they attempted to do so, they were com-
pelled o recognize tha: they were powerless, reduced to mere
numbers.

Omnly the individual was able to sacrifice himself as a symbol.
Karl Liebknecht did so, going to the penitentiary because two
years after the outbreak of the War he distributed leaflets in Berlin
stating that Germany should fight only in its own defense — the
very aim the Government had proclaimed to be its own. As early as
the year 1917 two hundred thousand workers went on strike in
Berlin, only to be brought to their knees by means of violence and
martial law. Late in 141%, when Russfan voices, especially that of
Trotsky, spread throughout the world from Brest-Litovsk, the Ger-
mans too were deeply affected. Early in 1618, a million and a kel
workers went on strike in Austria and Germany. Their only de-
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The War Lord Is Bored

mand was that all conquest should be renounced, and on the
basis of such a formuia Germany could then still have obtained
an honorable peace. Dreadful penaities were imposed and among
them there was a new one that served more than anything else to
shatter the heroic theory of the war. Those found guilty were
transported from the factories to the batlefield. What hererofore
had been 2 matter of conscience and honor now became degrada-
tion.

The Supreme War Lord was now rarely in evidence. After thun.
dering and raging for twenty-five years, he now sat in boredom in
some palace, a field-gray uniform the only evidence of his participa-
tion in the war for which he was responsible, While the world
characterized him as a second Attila, he lived in pale retirement
beyond the zone of danger and decision. The main concern of the
hostile war lords at the time was 1o spare each other. It was agreed
that neither was to bombard the other's Headquariers. Even the
Fleet, the main cause of the war, was held in port for four years
by the anxious Kaiser, and when it finally emerged on one acecasion,
the Kaiser gave orders that it should ro longer be permitred to
depart the next day. All the people leamed about him was that,
while 2ll the Germans had to surrender their copper heirlooms, he
kad a copper bathtub built into his special train; and, further-
more, that at a time when Germans got noe more thar two eggs 2
month, the Kaiser was content with a plain wartime fare of three
courses each for luncheon and dinner.

The basic reason for the Kaiser's eventual surrender of power was
his fear of revolts to come. In keeping with his education and oue-
ook, he soon yetired to the protection of his generals, to secure him-
self from his subjects.

The fact that it happened to be Gereral von Hindenburg *
who was put at the head of the Army, and thus later of the Reich,
was the consequence of a fateful accident that cost the German
people two of the preatest defeats in their history. For it was

*Th thor follows th lysis pi in hiy bock Hind
C. Winsion Company, Phisdeiphia, sgagy. e (e Johe
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Emter Himdenburg and Ludendorff

Hindenburg who as a person and a dictater lost the World War,
and who as a person and a president called in the Nazis.

At the beginning of the war, when Hindenburg was called from
retirement, he was a long-superannuated general of sixty-six years.
A Junker, and the son of East-Prusgian landowners who had been
officers for centuries, he was at the same time a descendant of her-
ring fishermen and gravediggers, for one of his grandfathers had
made the misstep of marrying a commoner. Thus it happened
ihat one of his great-grandfathers was a giant grenadier standing
at attention at the grtes of the Potsdam palace, while another greai-
grandfather, a Junker, descended from his carriage in front of the
palace, A greaigrandmother of Hindenburg —the wife of the
prenadier — was a washerwoman at the court and may well have
washed the clothes another great-grandmother wore to the court
ball. Hindenburp's mother was passionately proud of her an-
cestry —in the year 1848 she hid and saved the King's flag —and
she brought up the boy in an atmesphere of marked hostility te the
people, But the allimportant quality witheut which his later career
cannot be understood, his height of six feet one inch, was in-
herited not from the funkers, but from his grenadier ancestor.

As a lientenant he was in Parls in 1871 and then entered Berlin
Ly ;way of the Brandenburg Gate, riding in the triumphant pro-
cession behind his King. Subsequently he passed through the
prescribed career of a dutiful troop leader, without ever attract-
ing any notice. Such a man was now needed, to be placed above
General Ludendorff, who was known as a strategist but regarded
as too young, much as organizations like to place an old gentleman
as honorary president above the executive secretary.

Though they had enjoyed a similar educztion, Hindenburg and
Ludendorff are distinct from, and supplementary to, each other,
because of their characters and the dominzot impressions of cheir
youth, All withesses speak of Hindenburg’s character and Luden.
dorf's spirit; none put it the other way. No one records any original
idea, either professionally or persomally, on the part of Hinden-
burg; and no one allows Ludendorf the slightest friendly irait.
Wkhat Hindenburg brought into th¢ partnership was an imper-
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A Comparison

turbzble disposition, and this was opposed by a wealth of ability
possessed only by the other partner. Foch said of the two! “Luden-
dorff, C'est un général; Hindenburg, c’est un patriote.”

Their physical appearance expressed the contrast. Beside the
rugged Hindenburg, who seemned as though carved of wood and
who was born to inspire respect, the much smaller though by no
means slender Ludendorff appeared ill-proportioned. This pair
lacked the fine physical contrast offered by Sickingen and Hutten.
Hindenburg, in good health until his seventieth and then again
until his eighty-seventh year, slept, ate and moved 2ll his life in
a carcfully tested rhythm, never broken by his werk, not even
during the war; while Ludendorff, who shortly before the war had
fallen ill of exhaustion, with his pale complexion and sagging
cheeks showed during the war the maces of his tremendous labots,
unrelieved by sports or recreation. Ludendorff was never at rest,
never sztisfied.

No cne ever saw Hindenburg excited, or Ludendorff laughing.
Whether innate skepticism had extinguished in Ludendorff every
feeling except ambition, or whether his fatalism increased as he
pondered more and more deeply the problem of man, it i3 certain
that Ludendorff believed in nothing, and, therefore, that he relied
on luck

Hindenburg, on the other hand, builc his life upon faith in God
and the King who had been instituted by God. He began or con-
cluded every ampy order by invoking God; and after every im-
portant derision he added: “May God be with usl”

Both men, in different ways, broughit with them from the cadet
corps iraits that made them eminent second-raters —the one gual-
ities, the other abilities, the one steadfastness, the other knowledge;
both of them endurance and 2 sense of dury, and both of them
incorruptible integrity. But to command ten millions and guide
sixty-five millions took an understanding of the world and a knowl-
edge of Europe — things that are acquired beyond the purlieus of a
General Staff; over and above service and duty it took, moreaver, a
few gifts with which only geniuses are born — inspiration, fire, tm-
agination,
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Well-Coupled

Age, physical size and temperament excluded all sense of jeal-
ousy in the case of the older man, and the younger was shrewd
enough to leave the glory o the other, for his ambitions ran more
to power than to fame. True, afierward he claimed all the glory
for himself.

In no other pair did this relationship between Commander in
Chief and Chief of Staff, based entirely on their personalities, take
50 felicitous a form,

Ludendorff's superiority by no means implies thar his was the
sole responsibility. Hindenburg never denied his own share. While
Hindenburg received the full measvre of Ludendorff's glory, ke
loyally bore also the full brunt of Ludendorff's errors. True, he
had mot sought power, but he stuck by the orders he signed; and
it would mean darkeping the picture of Hindenburg's character
if one were to attribute to Ludendorff alone any of the decisions
that later determined the fate of Germany.

It was legend thac set the two generals apart, For reasons that
are deeply rooted in the German character, the people lifted only
the one into a fame he owed entirely to the other. Without that
legend the war might have taken a different course, and the issue
too might have been different. The dangerous consequences of
this legend sprang trely from the people, and thus must fall back
upon the people, who sought a leader in their own image.

The first cause of the legend was the victory at Tannenberg. It
was the first German victory of the entire war —a victory of the
kind the people understand: the enemy enveloped, his army de-
stroyed, moere than a hundred thousand men captured, Everyone
asked: ‘Whao was this victor?

The first thing the Germans learned was that he was of giant
stature, as strong as Siegfried, and at the same time as gentle as a
chiid —a tough shell surrounding a tender heart. His head was
ideally suited to be cast jn plaster and confectionery — the calm
eye, the mighty mustache, the carved soldier's countenance, ap-
pealed to everyone; for they showed him to be at once old, ariste-
eratic and forceful - hupe, grizzled and sentimental. When they
heard that he had at fizst been crossed off the active list, the Gepmans
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The Legend Hindenburg

were fully happy. To be misunderstood and at the same time to be
pure in heart —that spoke to the heart. Added to this was the
melodicus name with which he signed himself for the first time
after the Battle of Tannenberg —leaving our the "von Benecken-
dorfl.* Thus he corbined all that the Germans needed for wor-
ship — authority and calm, the visible impact of the man who
commands and the invisible appeal of the husband znd father.

What Iittle he had said so far had pleased the people; and when
he said “The war agrees with me like a watering cure,”” he completely
captured his soldier nation.

Since Ludendorff lacked all these qualities —he was neither tall,
nor aristocratic, nor old, nor a happy father nor a tender heart in
a rough shell, but on the contrary all sinister passion and ambition
— he was honored by the Getmans as one of those necessary persons
who, like a prince consort, are indispensable fer the preservation of
the institution. And since he was not in supreme commzlmd, he
withdrew even officially before the authority the Genmans wor-
ship. - .

It was widely written and believed that the new general had
engaged in careful study at Tannenberg. Actually he merely ens
tered a battle that was already ander way and for whose continua-
tion Ludendorff zlone was responsible. General Hoffmann, Luden-
dorfl’s right hand, said later that after he read that Hindenburg had
won the victory at Tannenberg, he no longer believed it was
Hagnibal who won the victory at Cannae.

Within a few months Hindenburg had displaced the Kaiser in
the popular mind. The Kaiser's restlessness and speechmaking had
been tolerated for a long time; but now at last there was an even-
teropered man who always kept his own weighty counsel. All this
was new in German bistory and could hardly be compared with
Bismarck.

This legend, which took form in the fall of 1914, had the
greatest influence on the enswuing fifteen years of Getman history;
indeed, it determined the war and the history of the Republic.
Since Hindenburg had in the beginning achieved victory in a real
hattle, the people expected him alone to win victory in the war,
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A Gernmgn Here

relinquishing that hope not even after the defeat. This was in
keeping with the German character, which likes to see matters of
intellect transformed into matters of emotion, putting less faith
in genius than in character and recognizing its ideal wherever
simplicity prevails.

It is only oceasionally that the Germans permit themselves to be
dazzled by another type — the histrionic type of William II and
Hitler.
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THE TWO generals ruled for two years. It was the
first time in German history that dictatorship was exercised, not
by princes, but by 2 Junker and a commoner. When Hindenburg
and Ludendorff in Augnst 1916 took over command of the Army,
Bismarck’s Constitution virrually ceased to be in force. A situation
arose similar to the one today — only then it was the Army thac
protected the leaders, while today it is the Party. The dictatorship
was fourfold. The rwo imposed a new war plan directad toward the
West, They short-cireuited Chancellor and Minister of the Intetior
Ly transferring to the military commandants of the provinces the
rights of arrest, censorship and propaganda, They organized the
economy of the entire Reich; and finally they passed on war aims,
peace offers, armistices, For all these varied rasks, with the exception
of the war plan, the two men lacked all knowledge and experience,
Unlike the present Nazi leaders, they had no seven years of experi-
encve to draw on. Thus they faced the same problems with the same
power at their command — but with far less abiliry.

One other difference was that the Reichstag continued to be a
factor. At first the good little boys had been sent home, after doing
their job of authorizing billions. A kind of truce had been arranged
among the parties. The German people gave this the romantic
name of Burgfrieden (feadal peace), but the generals called it a
“state of siege.” In London, Paris and Rome the parliaments were
in session, but in Berlin and Vienna they were closed — brief sessions
were held for the sole purpose of autharizing new funds, “Politics
has got to shut up in wartime” — this pithy phrase from the lips
of their Soldier Ring appealed to all the Germans, since they prefer
dying for their country to thinking for it. But still a handful gathered
and scught to gain influence, at first by means of petitions and dele-
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Ruthless U-Boats

gations. The difference of opinion that in these years separated the
dictators, generals and Junkers on the one hand, and the repre-
sentatives af the Left parties on the other, concerned z negotizted
peace, which could have been obtained from the Allies on twa or
three occasions. The dictators opposed this because they and heavy
industry were out for conquest.

When they ne longer knew how to carry on, they decided, in
January 1914, on a new form of U-boat warfare in order to blockade
Britain, Unhesitatingly they called it by a name that revealed its
true purpese — “ruthless” U-beat warfare, People who knew America
warned of its entry into the war, whereupon a Junker in the
Reichstag said: “The Americans can neither swim nor fly — what
cant they do to us?” Even the Chancellor got up his courage to warn
against this decision. The very first day of the war the Kaiser had
vested him with a high army commission, to spare him the em-
barrassment of having to appear before the Reichstag in civilian
garb —naked, as it were. But when the Chancellor now appeared
at General Headquarters, with its shining medals, resolute ex-
pressions and whispered voices, he yielded at once and, rogecher
with the Vice Chancellor, signed the decument he had just declared
to be fraught with mortal danger. Here is the story of Luther all
over again, though it must be said that, even before this, Bethmann-
Hollweg had never betrayed signs of Intellectual courage. Yet it
is the story of Luther because the German relinquishes his con-
victions in the face of  authotity, especiafly when he spies red
stripes along the erouser seams. The surrender of these civilian offi-
cials and the silence of the party leaders proved that the dictators
had no need at all to seize power, Power fell into their hands —
beczuse, while there was political talent in Germany, there was no
“civil courage.”

In july 1917 the Deputies roused themselves and a Reichstag
majority adopted a declaration according o which negotiations
with the enemy were to be sought. To bring these gvilians back to
reason, the dictators and even the Kaiser now came to Berlin, Twice
the generals met with the Deputies. When such crises oocur in
other lands, it is usual for the gencrals to appear before the cabinet
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Deputies before (Fenerals

or the parliament. Here was a historical moment when the generals
had to answer for their actions to the representatives of the people,
who represented the majority.

But the German people, reptesented by this dozen men, had al-
ready lost the game at the outset. Instead of receiving the generals
in the Reichstag, the Depnties called at the General Staff Building,
where they were admitted by twos and threes, like families visiting
the dentist. All questions about a quick peace were turned aside
by the dictators, who pointed to the necessity for holding Belgium,
and coal mines, ore deposits and grain provinces in the East and
West,

The next day the Kaiser for the first time saw the representatives
of democrats and Socdialists — heretofore he had seen them only
at a distance at the front, a gray mass. Now he derided the Deputies,
who had been invited by a Minister to meet him, spoke frivolously
of a second Punic War he was preparing against the British, and
concluded with the words: "“Where the Guards put in their ap-
pearance, there can be no democracyl” Thus ran the meeting be-
tween two worlds. No representative of the people dared utter a
word, King and Junkers laughed at workers and commoners,

‘When, around Christmas 1917, & peace without annexations was
sought with the Bolsheyists, the dictators dispatched a general whe
demanded cession of the occupied territories and of a “Corridor”
inhabited by two million Poles. Negotiations were broken of, and
hostilities resurned for a brief while. There followed a German-
dictated peace with cession of Livonia "and Estoniz. Soon after-’
ward, in the spring of 1518, came the second dictated peace —in
Bucharest. Rumanian oil, grain, railways, were to remain in German
bands for ninety-nine years; the country was to be occupied for
five years — all the terms of the sort the Germans characterized as “a
shameful peace of slavery” when they were imposed upon themselves
the following year. At the same time the dictzrors continued at the
front what Foch called “the strategy of the buffale” - frontal of
fensives against a superior ememy, to which another half-million
Germans fell victims. As Tate as August 1918, when Hindenburg
had giver up all bope of success, he continued the war, rather than
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Strategy of the Buffalo

averting disaster by prompt negotiations as he had been advised to
da. The dictators have on their conscicnce every single German
whao fell needlessly during the last three months of the war. On
the occasion of the crucial session at Headguarters they kept from
the Ministers all the confidential statements they had previously
made among themselves concerning the hopelessness of the war.
Indeed, Hindenburg had expunged from the minutes even the ene
sentence that did not sound quite heroic enough. The dictators de-
ceived the political lcaders about the true situation, as bankripts
sometimes doctor their balance sheets. Whereupon the Ministers de-
sisted from their demands, on the grounds “of having to bow be-
fore the greatest general produced by this war.”
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SUDDENLY, late in September 1618, Luzdendorff chrew
bis cards on the table and declared that he must have an armistice
within twenty-four hours, Like all the other documents, this one
too is signed by Hindenburg. Thus it was he who was the first o
demand a precipitate — that is to say, a disastrous — armistice.

But in this moment, when all was lost, the dictators discovered
the blessings of democracy. New that the Germans had been
heaten, they were ordered to govern themselves henceforth. Now
that their leaders could no longer conceal the bankruptey, and
needed someene to liquidate the insolvent firm, the German people
were granted the representative government they had three times
vainly sought during the nineteenth century. The desperate situa-
tion was communicated 1o a few party leaders, who now, at Hinden-
burg's behest, were to obtain an atmistice within twenty-four hours.
The Deputies were stunned — witnesses desaibe how they tumed
pale znd burst into tears. But none rose up to reject responsibility
for negotiation. Why, on this occasion, did courage fail the men
who had been counseling peace for a year or two? Why did they not
toss back the ball and leave the conclusion of 2 disastrous treary
te the Kaiser, the dictators, the Junker class? The day of reckoning
had come. Now or mever Germany could become a people’s Statel

But this time too, in the early days of October 1918, nothing of
the kind oceurred. With heavy heart, but without offering objec-
tion, the innocent took over the mandare of the guilty. A dozen
citizens whom no ene had consulted when war was declared or when
it was culpably continued — the very people who had not heen per-
mitted to partake of the meal — now had to reach into their pockets
and pay the bill. Prince Max of Baden, weakly and ailing, but one
of the last of the kaoights, was named Chancellor. He refused to
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Democracy Is Ordered to Obey

cable Wilson precipitately. Addressing a few questions to the dic-
tators, he received the reply that all was over. The Junkers were
suddenly invisible. The workers and commoners were to govern
now — their hour had struck at last. “I shail be glad to work with
Herr Ebert,” the Kaiser declared. “I have nothing against Social
Bemocracy. Onty the name needs to be changed.” Prince Max of
Baden, the Chancellor, meanwhile became a democrat — perhaps
he was one previously. He formed the bridge between the two Ger-
manys, doing what he could.

Yet even at this point the Kaiser had not yet signed the new
Constitution. It was his nature to evade such a formulation. The
new Foreign Minister urged him and later described how the
Kaiser, who wanted to change for dinner, lefr the paper unsigned
on the table, turning to the door. For four Iong years, Junkers and
generals had kept the German people from assuming their share in
government — for four years permitting them te shed their blood
but not to offer advice. What the Kaiser had refused for thirty
years —control of the government by the people —was now to be
wrested from him by a dreadful collapse. “On the table,” writes
Minister Hintze, “lay the decree of the All-Highest, dated the goth,
I followed H. M. to the door and repeated that the formation of 2
new governmen: depended on his signature. The Kaiser turned
around, strode to the tzble and signed the decree”

In such casual fashion was German democracy established. Be-
cause it was handed down from on high, rather thar won in
strugple, it lacked inner strength and disintegrated within a few
years.

It began with a blunder —the negotiations with Wilson, with
whom an exchange of notes took place during October. Thus the
distorters of history were able to offer the next generation the
spectacle of democrats losing a war which they apparently had
undertaken — else why should they have liquidated it in defear?

Under the impact of these impressions a few smalil sections of the
people and the Army rose up in rebellion —zt first sailors in Kiel
and ‘Wilhelmshafen, then Socialists in Munich, Frapconia, and
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The Crash

finally Berlin too. There was a similar movement in Vienna, for
the Hapsburg Empire was likewise beaten and disintegrating. Nomne
demanded the head, nor in the beginning even the throne, of the
Kaiser. The sailors' demands were pathetic rather than terrifying.

The troops had embadied the main cause of their dissatisfaction
in this verse: “Equal food and equal pay, and the war would long
have seen its day!™ What they demanded was merely thac ofhcers
were ot to be better fed than the privates. What must the common
soldier have thought when as late a8 1918 he encountered artistically
lithographed menus at certain tables? The knife used for the “stab
in the back,” veterans later said, must have included a corkscrew,
a can-opener, and an ice-pick. True, in the battles of the finzal
summer, the older soldiers, weary unto death, occasionally preeted
the younger replacements with the expletive: “Strike-brezkersi”
For several years they had seen for themselves and heard the stories
that passed from mouth to mouth. When they returned in tatters,
the well-cared-for officers at the base greeted them as “front swine™;
almost none of the thousands of reserve officers were permitted to
move up into higher siaff positions. The callowest lieutenant was
permitted to roar at every veteran reservist — indeed, only because
the Army had been trained in Prussian discipline for two centuries
did it not rise in revolutien right at the front. Not until early
November did sections of the working class demand a republic,

At once the dictators resolved to fight no longer against France
but against Germany. The armistice, afrer all, was being taken
care of by the democrats; and as for the Reichstag, instead of re-
maining in permanent session day and night, it had voluntarily ad-
journed for a holiday op October 26. As late as November 8, there
were discussions with the Kaiser concerning a march on Berlin,
officially called “Operation against the Homeland.”

But now came the moment against which the dying Bismarck
had warned the Kaiser. The officers broke ranks. After three cen-
turies of unprecedented privileges enjoyed hy their families, none
was found ready to die for his King. In vain the Kaiser cast about,
He had dismissed Ludendorff a short while before. Hindenburg -
told him that the Army would no longer take orders. Knowing
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The Kaiser Flees

that his pusillanimous master was merely leoking for a way out,
the faithful vassal remained at the Kaiser's side, stolid and almost
lifeless.

When Wilson's notes demanded abdication, and the same oy
rose in Berlin, the pew Chancellor, in daily and finally helf-houtly
telephone calls, asked for the Kaiser's abdicarion, On November g,
when the Chancellor had been half-heartedly assured of William's
abdication “as German Eniperor,” he anncunced total abdication
in Berlin. He could not have acted otherwise, for only under this
cendition did the leaders of the workers agree to make the transition
without bloodshed. Without bloodshed, that is, after two million
Germans had fallen in a lost war,

To the last hour, the Kaiser cdung to his illusions, strutting the-
atrically before the glewing embers in the fireplace, But while
declaring that he would march agzinst the homeland tomorrow,
he was already watching his special train standing ready cutside the
window — his sturdy power sieed, white and gold, always ready to
carry him out into the world, even if there could be no return now.
To his son he declared: “"Never!” But all knew that he would leave
the next day. In the end he told the adjutant, who grew more ard
more insistent: “Very well, il it rnust be, but not before tomorrow
morning.” Whereupon dinner was served for six in the special
train.

When the son appeared the following morning, the father had
disappeared by car. At dawn William had fled to the Netherlands,
compelled to wait for six hours in a little corrugated iron waiting-
room on the border before being admiited o exile.

That noon the news of the Revolution in Berlin reached $t.
Petersburg, where the German Ambassador, Count Mirbach, read
the wire aloud at the table. The gentlemen turned pale as they
looked at each other, laying aside their forks. Most deeply terrified
of all, however, was the servant in attendance, a Gemnan soldier.
He must have fele that ar this mement he alone represenied the
German people and was called upen to do something. Should he
exy out “Long live the Repubiict”? Should he smash a plate? In

433



Versailles

his predicament, he derided that it would be safe to discard his white
gloves, (Report of an eyewitness to the author) So the German
people continued to serve, bare-handed.

Other Republics have been founded under the stress of lost wars.
Revolutionary France, in 1871, had to liquidate the war its Em-
peror had lost. The difference there lay in the will of the new
French Republic to exclude the abdicated dynasty and class from
power, Until this war the expelled families were banished from
France, If the reverse was true in Germany, this was the result not
of a bad peace but of the German character. -

For with all its faunits the Peace of Versailies was far milder than
the two peace treaties the Germans had imposed upon their van-
quished foes, Russia and Rumania, a year earlier. It was far milder,
too, than it would have been without Wilson, who had risen to
the status of moral ruler of the world. The treaty fills an entire
book. If one wanted to condense it inte a siogle paragraph, the
essential provisions of the Treaty of Versailies might be given as
follows: —

Germany ceded Alsace-Lorraine tw France; Posen, in former
times taken from Poland, came back to Poland; z little corner in the
West to Belgium; Danzig became a Free City; Memel went to
Lithuania. In Upper Silesia and Slesvig plebiscites were to be held.
Thus Germany's outright loss in Germany consisted only in the re-
turn to their former owners of regions with foreign populations —
seven million out of sixty-five million inhabizants. The lefr bank of
the Rhine and the Saar region were to be occupied for fifteen years
and the Saar had t¢ determine its own future by plebiscite. For
thirty miles eastward of the Rhine forrifications were to be razed.
There were to be large-scale deliveries in kind — ships, cattle, coal,
railway equipment. There were to be reparations for war damage,
in 2r amount that could not yet be fixed. There was to be dis-
armarment down 10 a level of 100,000 men, 15000 marines, and a
small navy. The German Colonies were taken over, to be controlled,
under the League of Nations, by different mandatarjes,

Nearly all this was in keeping with the principles Wilson had [aid
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Framce's Mistakes

down for an armistice. Therc should have been a plebiscite in
Alsace; veterans’ pensions should not have been calculated as part of
reparations; and German disarmament should have been followed
by peneral disarmament. These and some smaller ones were the
mistakes.

But the Allies’ greatest blunder was that they did not dispatch, the
day after the armistice, a ship with food for the starving German
children, Beth Churchill and Lloyd George have assured the present
author that they literaily sought to do so the very first day, “but the
country was too deeply imbued with hatred of the Germans.’” At
the time, such a gesture would have won the hearts of milltons of
Germans, especially the mothers. .

The moderation of the Treaty of Versailles becomes extremely
tangible when one compares the demands France made of defeated
Germany in 191g with the demands made in 1940 by Germany of
defcated France. No more need be said

None eof the Versailles terms were intolerable for Germany. The
eastern regions were quite unpopular. The present author, who was
born there, near the border, was occasionally asked whether the
region was not zlready in Russian Poland. Strasbourg is neither
German nor French, but Alsatian, That was why it disliked the
forty-seven years under French rule as much as it did the twenuy
years under German. Lerraine is so predominantly French that
Bismarck did not desire to annex jt. Both provinees could have
formed and stili can form only the kind of miniature principality of
which there are half a dozen in Europe. The only border concept
that has remained dear to German hearts is the Rhine. The Rhine
has remained German,

The error of Versailles lies in the disarmament of one part only.
To be disarmed alone, while all around the guns gleamed — that
was too much for the strongest warrior naticn. The German move-
ment for vengeance was not founded in ironm and coal to be re-
conquered; it sprang solely from the German sense of honor — an
honor conceived to be equal to the honor of the sword. That is a
consequence of the thousand-year-old evolution we have here traced.
The German feels that he lases his honor, together with his sword,
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Slave Treaty

only when other nations are at the same time allowed to keep their
swords.

Yet had the Germans been allowed to keep their arms and all
their towns and provinces —had mnot a village been taken nor
a single cannon —a Hitler would have arisen, not after fifteen
but after five years; for revenge for the defear was deep in their
blood.

Nevertheless, in May 1919 Paris expected the conditions to be
rejected. Nothing would have been more natural. In ‘Weimar sat
the representatives of the Republic under wretched circumstances,
amid a country that was still starving. Was their love of country
any the less because they were workers and commoners? Who can
be so bold as to say that one class is more patriotic than anather?
Yes, the door was open to reject the peace proposals of Paris, as
Count Rantzau, a true nobleman, had done.

For the Germans had received two boons on which they had
no right to count after all these years — Wilson and Lenin. The
one brought a docwine of reconciliation, justice, and the League
of Nations. The other was the enemy of Germany’s enemies, ready
to hasten to the aid of the new semi-Socialist sister Republic with
his rising Red Army. If Weimar actually loved nothing more ar.
dently than the fatherland, it must accept the unexpected ally, in
order to continue the war against the equaliy exhausted Allies.

But there was capital’s fear of Communisin; there was the hatred
of the leader of one sect for another; there was the fury of the
German Socialists over the fact that the Russians had liberated them-
selves by revolution rather than refommn; there was the revalsion
in which the Catholic Center held these Russian atheists. These
motives of sentiment, hunger, property and resentment combined 1o
make the Germans accept a harsh peace rather than continue the
war by the side of the Bolshevists. Thus it came to pass that the
moderate Left accepted the spcalled “Slave Treaty,” while the
rationalist Right, which bore the sole warguilt, rejected it with a
grand gesture.

This proud “Nol” emabied Junkers, captains of industry and
later the Nazis to eke out their political lives for a decade,
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A FEW years after the upheaval a Prince of Prussia had
his house furnishings auctioned off. In the process, the flute of
Frederic the Great was to be put on the block. A group of Potsdam
officers resolved to preserve this relic for the House of Hohenzollern,
They attended the auction, and one of them said to the Prince:
“We shall not allow this treasure to fall into profane hands, We
shall array ourselves as one man before the fluzte of the Greatr King.”

"The Prince locked at them coldly and replied: “Had you rallied
round the King as resolutely as this on that November g, the Aute
would not have to be auctioned off in the frst place.”

The German Revolution introduced a curious phenomenon into
history. Officers and Junkers, vassals and paladins, broke fzith with
the Kaiser when he departed. The only ones to keep faith with him
were the commeoners, the people. Respectfully they appeared before
such of their princes as had not fied in the first panic, imploring
them with embarrassed mien te make good their departure. When
the Empress, surrounded by her grandchiléren, in the palace at
Potsdam, heard soldiers drive up and yemembered the capture of
the Czarina with terror, an erissary entered, stood at atention and
reported in military tones, as he had been taught: —

“¥our Majesty is under our protection. Everything is under
guard. We await Your Majesty’s orders.”

From none of the twenty-two German kings and princes or their
sons, nephews and cousins — 21l in 2ll chere are supposed to have
been one hundred and twenty —did a German soldier or worker
take anything. Not cne of the thousands that made up court offi-
cialdom, high and low, was so much as touched.

It was the strangest revolution in history. In the end, Scheide
mann proclaimed the bourgeois Bepublic from the Reichstag oniy
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Revolution, bur Order

because the more militant Liebknecht, twenty minutes earlier, had
proclaimed the Red Republic from the palace. It was a rivalry be-
tween halconies that dedded Germany's fate that noon. Ebert was
“purple with rage” when he roared at his associate after the procla-
matjon: —

“You shouldn't have done that! Only the National Assembly
can pass upon the form of government!”

And then the mutineers, the sailors! When they refused o obey,
in the last days of Octobet, it was only because after three years of
life in port they were suddenly ordered to seek action on the high
seas, though Hindenburg had pronounced the war to be ended.
As for their demands of November g, they included release of their
imprisoned comrades, 2 guarantee that no unfavorable entry would
be made in their identification books, uniform food, freedom from
compulsory saluting when off duty, and finally a change in the
form of addressing officers, under which the third person, “Herr
Captain have ordered . . . would be used only at the beginning,
and “you” could be substituted subsequently. These were the de-
mands of 80,000 sailors who had g,000 officers on board and all the
guns under their control.

Order was so great zmong the workers' and soldiers” Councils
that Hindenburg himself recommended their support. A few hun-
gdred undernourished sailors, who occupied the palace at Berlin
for a matter of weeks, suddenly found themselves without leadership
in the Imperial Cellars, which resembled a kind of Food Show, with
all the things that German noses had not smelled for four years. Did
they hurl thernselves on the supplies and organize a feast? No,
they put a special Administrative Committee in charge, secured
the doors of these fifty-four subterranean chambers with sentries
armed with stink-bombs, continued to keep the careful accounts
left hehind by the Lord Chamberlain, roerely distributing daily
rations to their comrades. Later, when they set up machine guns
near the windows in the upper halls, they placed pewspapers un-
derneath to protect the hardwoed finish, After the palace had been
bombarded by their hostile fellows they arranged the rubble from
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They Remain Subjects

the shattered walls in three heaps in the courtyard — plaster, iren,
glass,

After the bombardment of Germany the diuizens wo were ar-
ranged in three heaps: the old power, the new power, and the
rzdicals. In this revolt the question was not which party had more
courage but which had more fear. The barricades were heaped up
not of stones and wagons but of dogmas; the arms were not guns
and cannon but voices and speeches. Thus there was a totzal absence
of that vital spark which has decided all revelutions. Only where
there was shooting — agzinst the radicals — was this spark present;
and since there were two against one, this contributed heavily to-
ward the downfall of the Republic

Here toc the first steps were decisive, The German destiny was
shaped in these first weeks of the Republic. So long as the old op-
pressor still has fear, looks for a show of power or a metallic note,
be respeets the new power; but standing in his place of conceal-
ment, straining his ears to listen and hearing nothing, he emerges
smilingly, gendy nudges his comrade and says: “When there is
nothing to fear, there is something to be regained!”
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WI—!AT TOOK place in Germany during thess years?
What could have taken place?

A country in which for centuries the Junkers had epitemized che
legitimate power necessarily cultivated a desire for legitimacy in
place of a Iove of liberty. The German worker lost his Revolution,
net because he was too natfonalist in sentiment, but because he was
too eager {0 “belong.”

Thas the calm majority of the workers, like all of Germany four
years earlier, was forced into 2 war on two fronts, hurling itself
entirely against the one side, its own radical brethren, in the
hope of becoming stronger and being able to rum against the old
power after the radicals had been vanquished. Too latel The
auspicious moment had passed. The old power had meanwhile
regained its strengthl Such a dilemma may be called wagic: at any
rate, it is German.

The dvilians had relieved the military aristocracy of the need
for negotiaﬁng the armistice, thereby prevenung it from carrying
out any meral purge; now the actual conclusion of peace was even
more the burden of the civilians, Here a double shift arose. The
bourgeois circles and the conservative warkers, who governed the
new State, in their speeches and manifestoes, their newspapers and
books, were forever indicting the enemy for his forcibly imposed
peace — never those who were rezlly puilty because for years they
had refused to entertain reascnable peace proposals. These latter
had been accustomed to mule for centuries; they were shrewder and
did not accuse the enemy, but instead the commoners, for having
signed the peace.

The moral and polidcal consequences of Ludendorf's masten
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No Goverming Talent

piece, shifting responsibility for the armistice, were tremendous.

Another Factor in the failure of the Republic was the lack of talent
in the art of governing among the new parties. In ffty years of dic-
tatorship in the name, first, of Bismarck, then, of William and,
finally, of Ludendorff, the political talent handed down from the
time before 1848 and the ensuing conflicts recessarily languished.
The Junkers had not learned to govern, only to rule, and as true offi-
cers they knew how to provide for replacements and new blood. The
thirty or forty families that had been in effective command in Prussia
for some two hundred vears took care that wvitality and money
flowed to them from the State. They always sent a brother or cousin
into the Government, recalling the Genoese and Portuguese mer-
chants who once upon a time sent out one son with their sailing
fleers to bring heme treasure they could then comfortably sell from
their offices. One Minister of Agriculture in Berlin was able to take
excellent care of hundreds of poweriul Junkers along the Elbe or
Oder.

The new men who now came to help the millions of their party
comrades acted with dogmatic conviction, but did almost nothing
to prove to the ocutside world that Germany had changed, while
they did everything to prove w the home front thar matters
were nct as bad as all thar In constant struggle against their
radical brethren who aspired to a Socialist State, they sought to
carry on the traditions of the old world; they were much prouder
looking backward than locking forward, and they saw to it chat
every measure for socialization disappeared in committee.

‘While neglecting to bring about the rea.liza{ﬁn of their ideas,
the new rulers made it easy for their enemies 1o bring back theirs.
The people had been excluded from high office for thirty years, and
thus the upheaval created a vactium that could be overcome only
by retaining the old civil servants, The resistance of a privy ¢coun-
¢ilor in his special sphere of work could not be hroken, least of all
when it was a mateer of salaries. It occurred o no one to give
the well-paid jobs to the commoners instead of the Junkers.

The old powers were startled at the sudden gust of air but
quickly reassured themselves and at once closed ranks again. The
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The Shy New Flag

new powers showed such respect for freedom of speech that they
allowed the old to mock the new Government in their election ap-
peals only six wecks after the upheaval. They permitted the first
citizen of the land to be publicly libeled, and when the President
tock the case to court, the judge, his face disfigured by saber scaxs,
reveled in moral condemnation of the head of the State.

When the daring step of instituting the new flag of black-red-and-
gold was finally taken, the old fag was retzined for ships at sea,
which flew the new emblem only in the form of a jack on top.
Even at times when there was the gravest interference with the
State power —in 1g20, when the Govemnment was compeiled to
retire, and in 122, when the leading Minister was assassinated —
the Government failed to reach with a firm hand for the veteran
officers who had incited such acts.

All this became possible, not because the new rulers were per-
sonally of cutstandingly weak character and could be personally in-
dicted, but because their German character after centuries of sub-
mission to authority consigned them to weakness, Their uncertainty
in society was stronger than their class feeling; yet years ago all of
them had taken the field with deep sincerity on behalf of their
class against the old secial order.

The thing that coonted was 10 acquire a few manners every
waiter masters within a few weeks, lest a smile curl the lips of an
aged Excellency whom the new rulers failed to impress. The first
President of the Reich, after a blameless life, suddenly ac the age of
fifty began to learn riding, because in old Europe kings had te
appear before their people on horseback. Others acquired a sudden
taste for hunting. One fashionable society lady boasted of having
initiated a great Labor Minister into the higher secrets of love,
Instead of standing at the tractor of the new age, plowing cheir
fields, they gathered the straggling roses of the nineteenth century.
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HOW fantastically time surged on! New colors and
sounds were perceived, though indistinctly, even by those who fol-
lowed events merely with the roving eye and half-listening ear of the
newspaper reader!

Twenty-two princes had relinquished German thrones. At the
same time, having lost their land and power, they sought to save
their money. They preferred to have their august narmes suilied by
the humiliation of a “sertlement,” rather than renounce their mii-
lions for the benefit of a starving people — preferred it, even though
such generosity would have been the best means for preparing their
return to power.

Ten thousand alien soldiers stocd an the Rhine, Dusky Moroccans
aroused revulsion and at the same time fear on the part of fair-haired
women. To collect his debts, the neighbor to the West invaded the
fand anew, and in a genuine surge of hatred the people, in leaderiess
groups, began to engage in guerrilla warfare right amid the fae-
tories, as though they dwelt in the ravines of the Apennines,

For four years the blood of millions had been shed. Now gold
melted away in the wake of the helocanst. Gold, had long been in-
visible, represented by common paper; but now even paper lest
color, shrinking in value from one day to the next. People hastened
to squander the money the very hour it was received, lest it be with-
out value the mext day. Everyone reached out for the currency of
one of the countries where all seemed still 1o be anchored firmly.

A new celebrity of short fame appeared on the German horizon:
a certain Stinnes, an Aryan and a coiner of patriotic slogans, whaose
shatp eyes saw a few feet farther than others, a: this time gathered
in the mountain of paper. selling it beyond the border. He bor-
rowed from the Government, paid the devalued loan a few menths
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Disappointed Homeconiers

later, buying in return whatever fell into his hands — ships, hotels,
railways, theaters, mines —until he had forged the greatest gold
hoard and imrmense power from the collapse of his bankrupt people.
He even cheated the people of the inheritance tax before his death.

Thousands of young soldiers were recruited as bad been the
fashion three hundred years ago. They marched east to the Russian
borderlands after booty and adventure, attempting to write in
blood the title to the fields they sought to settle, only to be beaten
back in the end. Returning empty-handed, they gave vent to their
disappointment in leagues directed agains: the new State. Savings
accounts melted away, insurance policies were null and void,
legacies ceasad to exist. The distrust of each against all led to the
breaking of the oldest bonds. With new disasters bringing misery on
a thousand men of good will, blows rained down on the Jew who,
as a stranger 1o the country, was held to be the cause of it all, to be
wealthy and happy in every respect.

When the imposed repamations could not be paid, broad-
shouldered Americans appeared on the scene, figuring wp billions
in endless conferences, houses of cards for future generations that
were to pay everything. And while the conferences squandered ad-
ditional hundreds of thousands on secretaries’ hotel bills in efforts
to find a way out of the hunger of millions, svicides increased.

And yet, from such fantastic happenings the new rulers knew
not how to form a vision for the crowdl What distinguished the
democrats with all their integrity from those who ruled the Ger-
man people before, and have ruled them since, was their lack of
imagination. After the gray years of the war the crowd wanted
color; after the years of obedience it wanted ideas. Instead of erou-
lating, like the dictators after them, the calorful picture of Moscow,
with new emblergs, new names and new sounds vividly bringing to
the crowd a picture of the new epoch, boredom yawned from the
programs. The basic program, with its two thousand words, con-
tained not a single word that was new or that held color and sound.
The worker was never given that semse of self-confidence that
made him feel: “I am the State.”” The citizen was shown nothing
that might have lured him. Rather than reviving Hutten or Engels,

444



“The Republic Is Responsible!”

the name chosen by the radicals was taken from an ancient Roman
rebel, Spartacus, 2 name that appealed to no German ear. No new
songs and no new flag, no orator and no author, no dress and no
gesture shone forth in place of any of the old emblems of which
the masses had been deprived. And yet a State cannot exist for any
length of time withour emblerms, any mare than it can exist without
ideas.

The old rulers noticed it, winked at each other, and began to
march through the land with cries of: “The Republic has sold our
honor!” At the same time they distorted the theory of Germany's
sole war-guilt, which no one accepred, into a theery of Germany's in-
nocence of the war. They began their work of telling the people that
they had neither started nor lost the war. The ruling victors failed
to intervene when such sentiments sounded from a hundred books
and speeches. No one evinced any desire to refuse the beaten troops
the tile of “Unvanquished Army," if the people insisted on decelv-
ing themselves. But the important result was overlooked, namely,
that a decade of stich education was sufficient to plant in the hearts
of believing youth, not only the certainty of German innocence, bui
also thal of enemy malice and in consequence a thirst for revenge.

The sun that revived officers and Junkers was the Reichswehr.
What was to prevent them from serving under the new flagt A
simple trick permitted them te retain their honor unblemished
while at the same time serving under a hateful banner they heid
in contempt as the symbol of the Revolution and the destroyer
of royal power. If the first cath could be revoked so easily, why
should not a second one be sworn with mental reservations? Later
the Nazis ingisted that under such civcumstancey’it was actually a
duty to swear a false oath. L

The old officers were met with open zrms. Since there was no
Trouky, they were all taker back, and almost no new ones were
added. In 1913 the nobility accounted for 2z per cent of the
Prussian officers, in the year 1921, the percentage had climbed back
to 21.3. The missing 07 per cent evidently measured the victory
of the Revolution. Since the reduction in the size of the Army made
it necessary to keep out many thousands, the Government here too
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The Old Chiefs Return

provided for the ¢ld officers. No pension was cut, no privilege with-
drawn. After the War of 1870, a single sergeant had become a
general; but after the Werld War and the Revolution none got be-
yond the rank of captain. The officers now ook along their “prole-
tarian chiefs” to their casines and honored them in seemly fashion,
until they finally roasted them on the points of their sabers and de-
voured them. The War Minister felt himself splendidly protected
from his hostile brethren by such nice officers.
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HINDENBURG wrote his memoirs, or had them
written, turning truth topsy-turvy. That on November 1o he him-
self compelled the signing of the Armistice with the words: “It mausi
nevertheless be conciuded”; that not 2 single document from those
crucial six weeks contains any charges against the home country —
these things, to be sure, the Germans were not to learn from his
book. That book tells only of a cowardly Government and behind
it an exhausted people as the cause of it all. To hammer it into the
reader’s mind once more with an impressive image, the epilogue
says: —

“As Siegfried fell under the treacherous spear-throw of grim
Hagen, thus fell our weakening front.”

From the lips of a thousand orators these words were repeated,
into millions of German hearts they were graven. Youth had to
believe them, for it heard no cother version. The warriors them-
selves were fond ol hearing them, for they excused a coltapse no
army could have escaped. The citizens at home believed them be-
cause none {elt that he was meant, always seeing “grim Hagen”
who stabbed splendid Siegfried in the back in others, espedally in
the Socialists. .

The crucial importanee of this statement in the weakening of the
Republic was soon to become apparent. The old order now had a
phrase behind which it conld hide its war-guilt — it had the greatest
authority in the land on its side. In officlal schoolbooks the “stab
in the back” as a reason for the defeat was wraced back by the Re-
public to Hindenburg's words.

The dictators seemed determined ta regain victory among the
German people. In November 1g1g they were summoned to a
great spectacle from which important consequences for Germany's
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Hindenburg's Disastrous Lie
destiny were to issue. The commission the new Reichstag had set
up to inquire into the disastetr summoned the twe generals. It was
no tribunal -~ no judge was to condemn them like the courts-
martial that summoned Benedek, Bazaine, Daladier for lost wars
and battles. The Reichstag commission existed only o probe the
historical truth and was given judicial sub-poena functions.

To turn the examination of Hindenburg into 2 nadonal festival,
the natipnalists resorted to every means —a special train, a guard
of honor, a special escort delegation, two Reichswehr officers as per-
sonal adjutants, Reichswehr sentries. What a sitnation for the
seventy-two—year—old Junker! For the first time in twenty years he
had to give an account to someone who was not his King. These
very men whom he must now answer — thus surely must have run
his thoughts — were the ones who had driven out his King. Would
he simply smash them with his mighty fists? No, he fished out a
pair of horn-rimmed glasses, took up his sheets of paper, and began
to read in the easy tone of 2 storyteller: —

“When we eatered the High Commend, the World War had
been under way for two years. Barne up by love of our councry,
we knew but one goal — to keep the German Reich and the German
people from harm aad to lead them toward z just peace, This re-
quired the firm resolve to win. Such a wiil depended en faith in
the justice of our cause. Our diplomacy had failedl We did not
seek war, yet we embarked upon the greatest , |, ”

The chzirman’s bell sounded. Hindenburg started and broke off
in the middle of a word. The unprecedented had happened. A roan,
indeed, # bell, had interrupted Hindenburg.

“I know but one thing with absolute certainty,” the Marshal con-
tinued, “the county no longer backed us. Concern as to whether
the couniry would remain sufficiendy firm never left us. It was
this timne that secret, planned subversion of Army and Navy set in,
as a continuadon of similar efforts in peacetime. The brave troops
that resisted revolutionary disintegration had much 1o suffer from
the insnbordinate conduct of their revolutionary cerorades.”

Now it had been said! To speak this sentence in this hall, the
Field Marshal had set out from Hanover. Summoned to explain
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“Stabbed in the Back”

why he decided upon U-boat warfare despite America, why he had
forced the Armistice, he was shrewd enough to accuse before all the
world, in the innermost cell of the Republic, in the Reichstag it-
self, the party that created this Republic, that was its main support,

“The German Army was stabbed in the back. That is the basic
fact in the tragic evolution of the war for Germany, after a series
of victories of unprecedented brilliance on many fronts.”

To this triumphant fanfare the wretched chairman had no reply
ready; even now he failed to come to the protection of the German
people who had seen their sons and brothers fall.

When the modest civilian asked the two generals whether they
would return in the afternoon, they declared that they were not in
a position te do so. They never returned.

8ix years later, in 192, the name of Hindenburg shone in letters
of magic light before the German voters. The death of Ebert,
the modest commoner whe had been the first President of the new
Republic, made necessary a presidential election. The Germans
had to go out (o choose a new leader, and according to the dictates
of reason such a leader should have fulfilled two qualifications —
he should have been a man with a political cast of mind; and he
should have been a republican. Hindenburg failed on both counts.
He was nonpolitical in thought; and he was a monarchist. All the
more reason! shouted half the Germans, AU the more reason? ques-
tioned voices abroad. But ke is the victor of Tannenberg! the Ger-
mans cried. If the Germans, to their sorrow, bad no more princes
before whote to come to attention — since the princes had lefe for
parts unknown — they desired at least to be able to salute 2 gold-
braided general from the side of the street. Thus the Rightist
coalition pur the deepest reason for the election into these words:
“Hindenburg has made the great sacrifice of becoming a candidate,
We regard it as the obvious duty of all Germans in city and country
to back our Hindenburg with all their power.” The reasons given
for the eleclion of Hindenburg were typically Prussian —che old
gentleman's sacrifice had to be rewarded. The uniform must again
stand at the head of the Reich. Nevertheless, the election resulted in
only a small majority for him.
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When he entered the great hall of the Reichstag, the old Junker
saw before him the colors he had learned to hate from youth.
Black-red-and-geld had been the flag that had inspired his father and
mother with terror in those days of Revolution when the boy lay in
his cradle. To every Junker, black-red-andgold was the hateful
symbol of this Republic whose Constitution he was now to swear to
uphold.

But he stood upright. From the hand of the little worker whom
the emissaries of the German people had elected the head of their
house the man whom the Germans themselves had elected received
the text of the cath. Exactly sixty years ago he had sworn a long
cath 1o his King, in which he called upon Jesus Christ the Saviour
and submitted himself to the King as a vassal for all time to come.
Ia his own fashion he managed to get along with this oath until the
time that he resolved to stand in his present place. Swearing a second
oath now, he was no less likely to keep it —such was his firm will.
And his mighty bass voice sounded through the hall: —

“I swear by God the Almighty and Allkpowing that I shall de-
vote all my powers to the welfare of the German people, that 1
shall enhance what is of prefit and turn away what is harmful o
thern, that I shall uphold the Constitution and the laws of the
Reich, that T shall faithfully carry out my duties, and that I shal?
let justice prevail for 21l. So help me God!”

Toward the end his voice is said to have faltered,
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THE WORST ovime commntted against the Germans at
Versailies was the Leagne of Nations. They had 1o wait for Hitler
to free them of this specter. The notion of supplanting might by
international law cannat he forced upen the typical German mind,
nor even the sentiment upon which such a notion rests. It had, after
all, taken Germany twe centuries longer than it had countries of
equal intellectual level to abolish the robber barons by law. In the
case of the Hague Conference teo, it had been German opposition
that had mounted highest. Had thiz silitant spirit been based
merely on the craving for physical combat, it could have found
release in games and sport; had it been merely the craving to rule,
it could have fought in the struggles among the classes, in the
competition of rising enterprise, in the rivalry of personalities.
Such are the sclutions accepted by liberty-loving peoples, who are
nevertheless as courageous as they are devoted when it comes to de-
fending their independence.

But the Germans have been impressed through the centuries
with the ideal of authority rather than with that of freedom. They
can accept such a solution deep in their hearts only when it is
equipped with the power to prevail against rebellion. None of
their great spirits was able to gain authority; all of them were con-
tesied, ar best merely tolerated as eccentric dreamers; the teachings
of Goethe and Kant lacked the means for asserting themselves.
Even the Church had power only so long as it was backed by Rome's
world power. As a true Gennan, Luther had at once enlisted the
support of the state power on behalf of the unarmed priest, nullify-
ing the wvigor of his original protest by assigning all power to
the Government, denying the people every trace of control.

Where obedience and command are raised to a sccial religion,
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League of Nations

the urge for liberty is supplanted by a will for submission — some
may call it a sense of order, others the code of a lackey. The failure
of the three German Revolutions —of 1525, 1845 and 1918 — plus
their rarity and brevity —- cannot be mere accident; it must be 2 sym.
bol. Voluntary renunciation of rights that were fought for or could
have been fought for is a characteristic trait chat isolates the German
character in the world, making it the ideal instrument for men
to command, molding the Germans inte the most patient fol-
lowers in the world. If they should be eordered to be Communists
some day, the Germans will continue to live under their new fSag
with the same punctuality, obedience and genius for organiza-
tion.

And now a new order was to he built up among the nations —
an order based cn law, negotiation and arbitration! All this had
been demanded by German minds for one hundred and fifty years,
by Goethe and Kant, by Herder and Schiller, by Beethoven and
Schopenhaper. Bur the fateful schism among the Germans, the
distance between spirit and State, never permitted such ideas to ap-
proach the sphere of action. If iwo or three different versions of
Christianity for almost two thousand years had uiterly failed te
break the Germans® faith in might, to wean their heart away from
their pagan ideals — how eculd these sarne Germans now be im-
pressed by an assembiy to which each nation sent a few men, there
to decide with ink and paper questions their forefathers had al-
ways settled with the sword? How could the imagination of this
warrior nation be captured by a new order in which its highest
Estate was degraded to the level of the police?

A npation that saw &nd honored in the uniform, wherever it
appeared, the finest expression of its social philosophy — such a na-
tion could not be converted to civilian dress simply because for -
once this uniform had been beaten by a powerful coalition. “Next
time we shall winl” the Germans told themselves. Then they wernt
home to rearm. That disarmament, which stemmmed from the idea
of the League of Nations, was demanded only on one side — that
was the fault of the victors. We all know the reasons and need
not reiterate them here. The Germans must have been doubly re-
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Blunder of Versaslles

sentful of their lone disarmament, since they had been unable to
bear the very thought of it even when it was proposed for all
‘When Kaiser William wrote, “Ich scheisse auf die Beschliisse
der Haager Konferenz,” he wrote straight from the heart of the
entire German people, except for a few thousand thinkers and
dreamers,

At Versailles there were two paths open—the bumane and
practical way of universal disarmament, or the austere way of the
conquerer. The first course was possible only if all disarmed si-
multaneously in the new League of Nations, if French and Brivish
dropped their distrust of each other, if Americans forgot their
party strife. Ir, was possible, since the victors, after all, were not
aspiring to world dominion.

But if the second path was to be trod, if a peace in the German
fashion. was to be imposed upon them, their character had first
to be studied, and in Paris this had best been done by Clemer-
ceau. It was necessary to know that a people inured to cbedience
admires even. in its conqueror nothing but coldness and severicy,
that the nervous character of the German yields before threats,
. while it interprets a conciliatory attitude as a sign of weakness and
cowardice.

A middling strong peace was made instead, to be carried out

" in a conciliatory fashion. The legend that z mild peace could
have prevented the sccond World War could have originated only
in beads that never studied the German mind. In the wake of a
gentle peace without universal disarmament, the second World War
would have come 2 decade sooner. Briand knew that—he told a
friend of the present author that his only hepe was to gain
thirty years’ grace for France. The Germans, in any event, wanted

-arms 2nd revenge; and only universal disarmament and the threat

of a League Army could have held them in check. As it was, Ger-
man self-assurance rose again in the face of an enemy who was
yerrsating step, by step. The arms they were forbidden held a magic
fascination for them.

Ten years after arms had been legally barred to the Germans,
they were more popular in Germany than ever before. Each party
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built up its own private army. What else could arise from such a
state of affairs but 2 new dictatorship?

The official Reichswehr was the smallest among the armies, It was
built up by the most interesting among the German World War
generals. General von Seeckt belonged to those highly cultured
exceptions that always existed in the Prussian General Staff —
sometimes they were half mathematicians, sometimes half poets.
This seldier too was out for revenge, but be scught it in the struggle
between two armies rather than two nations, Even in theory he en-
visioned a small army. But in him action was, 2s with Hamlet, im-
peded by thought; and when in the fall of 1923 he momentarily
held all the power in his hands, putting him in a pesition to smash
the rising Nazis, he held back. Later he actually permitted his in-
fluence to be broken by Hindeaburg, who was hostile toward him.

German youth, miserable because it was not allowed to serve,
flocked to the private avmies, The Stahlhelm, under the presidency
of Hindenburg himself, was more deeply wrapped up in nationalist
claims than the Reichsbanner which ostensibly protected the Re-
publi¢; hut the Stahlhelm was alsa more strongly held together by
tradition, and even the Communist Red Freat showed more spirit.
All stared entranced at a single word — neither sword nor victory,
but legality. To do the unconstirutional “within the framework of
the Constitution,” to murder the Republic forcibly but with a show
of law — that was the typically German aim of the extreme Right
and Left. The Reicksbanner in the middle looked to both sides
and felt secure, since it was, after all, of legitimate birth. Evervone
admired Musselini, but no one thought of a march on Berlin, not
¢ven the then rising Nazis.

While all these armies marched throngh Germany to fife and
drums, philesophical systems were matched at the meetings. All
resembled each other in one respect — their destructive tendency.
Apart from a vague “New Germany,” none sought to do anything
but destroy. People were anti-Marxist, anti-Semitic, anti-French,
anti-European. None except a few esoteric spirits favored the
League and reconciliation. At the same time pseudo-democrazic
societies for international understanding were formed, in which
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Hindenburg Quershadows the Kaiser

counterfeiters managed to fool the French. Hitler found all this
ready-made. AX! he had to do was to eigborate on it.

The parties often drew blood in the struggles among their troops.
All of them saw the gozl of their desires in the Presidential Palace.
A man past eighty sat there, surrounded by a dique of Junkers,
generals and reactionary soldiers of fortune, firmly locked into his
castle, the keys to which were held only by his son and his secretary,
This Secretary of State Meissner, the most contemnptible and there-
fore the most enduring among all the creatures of the last German
peneration, had his sole rival, as far as morality 15 concerned, in
Herr von Papen, who committed his early crimes in the United
States during che World War. For years figures such as these
engineered the decisions of the man who governed at the head of
the German Republic. Since Hindenburg was a Titan, and a Field
Marshal to beoot, he was able to blot out the shadow of the Kaiser,
who had overshadowed Ebert, the little square-headed saddler with
his civilian clothes. Hindenburg merely had to stand silendy in
the same spot where the Kaiser had once stood talking — and the
Germans forgot the monarchy.

Just as it remains memorable in German history that in the
emergency no furnkers could be found to protect their princes, so
another fact indicates the degeneration in the princely dynasties.
Out of twenty-two reigning families that had scattered to the winds
within a few weeks, not a single son or grandson rose in the course
of twenty-two years 0 rémind the Germans, by his talent and
daring, or even by a daring exploit, that they had obeyed these
families for a thousand years. Just as a few hundred resolute
ofticers of the nobility in the fall of 1g18 covld have saved the
monarchy, so a single modern prince of courage, even had ke been
eminent only as an orator, could have kept alive the monarchist
spark, which was far from dead in the Cermans. Today it is too late,
and whatever may happen in Germany, the princes will never come
back. Hindenburg did what he could, counter to his oath, to faver
the interests of the Hohenzollerns at the expense of the Republic.

Long before his appearance, the haggling over the Kaiser’s mil-
lions had gravely impaired the royal ideal. This and the sale of

455



The Kaiser Gets His Money

his memoirs to the former enemy, together with his second marriage,
forever precluded the Kaiser's return.

It had taken six years to establish the royal debe, and it had taken
the same six years to establish the royal claims. When twelve mil-
lion Germans in a popular referendum now demanded expropria-
tion, the President zsked himsalf whether, as an Imperial Field
Marshal, he could sit by idly — for the Constitution forbade him to
intervene, Thus he arranged the writing of a letter to an old
Junker friend who had managed his election campaign and was
continuing the fight for the Kaiser. He desired 1o tommunicate to
his friend “my own personal views, to the effect that I fully share
the apprehensions you have expressed, I have spent my life in the
service of the Kings of Prussia and German Emperors. I need not
elaborate to you that I regard this referendum as a great injustice,
a regreteable lack of respect for tradition and a gross ingratitude.”

The next day public posters proclzimed this private apologia
from the pen of its President to the Republic. What could Hinden-
burg do against such indiscretion on the part of his friends? He let
the posters stand. The Germans learned bow the highest authority
felt about their ungrateful and excited intentions. And they seemed
bappy to hear the master’s whistle, now that they had ventured a
few paces too far into the realm of liberty. Leave in misery and
want our good King, who on that November day sacrificed himseif
solely for a juster peace —abandon him whose ancestors made us
great! And though fourteen million voted for expropriation, the
referendum was defeated, and in the final vote the Hohenzollerns,
in addition to all they had received in cash in 1919, now got another
146,000,000 acres, numerous castles, and 15,000,000 gold marks in
cash. True, the Socialists, the champions of the Republic, were
somewhat embarrassed at voting openly in the Reichstag. They
abstained. .

Like every old man, Hindenburg stood vp for the past rather than
the future — especially since it had been a gloricus past. When it
was & matter of flags or the fortunes of princes, he intervened. But
the future position of the Reich he allowed his ministers to decide.
Could he be seriously expected to prepare for revenge? Could a
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Hindenburg Keeps Quiet
temperament that had so casily survived the collapse, that had al-
ways yearned for retirement —could such 2 man at eighty be
seriously expected to take the field once again? Hindenburg pre-
ferred to accept the peace policy of his ministers, rarely meddling in
foreign affairs during those pine years in which he was forever in-
tervening in domestic questicns.
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IN ALL great national questions during these years of
reconstruction, the German spirit. true to its mraditions, remained
severely nationalist. The few scholars and authors who preached the
gospel of Europe were treated no hetter by the Republic than by
the Kaiser. This time tco it was the professors who excelled in
zeal againsi the new democracy. A few of them had heen given the
task of establishing responsibility for the collapse, and after six years
of labor they had assembled a book giving doaunentary evidence of
the guilt of Hindenburg and Ludendorf. At the time Ludendorff was
fair game, while Hindenburg had become a natioral institution;
by the time the book was to appear in print, Hinderburg had be-
come President of the Reich. What to do? An editor found the
saving formula. So far half of the committee bad found oniy
Ludendorf guilty. “Now that Hindenburg has been elected, matters
are evenly balanced. I think we may as well delete the entire
section.” Thus in the seventh year of the research project the World
War dictator was acquitted because he had meanwhile become
Pregident,

There were, indeed, ttue heroes — German men and women who,
a8 in classic tragedy, preferred liberty to life or who risked their
iiberty, Liebknecht, Luxemburg, Landauer, Eisner thums found
their end under the revolvers or heels of the then current Nazs.
Toller spent five years in the penitentiary. Friz Adler, who had
assassinated the Austrign Minister Stiirgk and had been subsequentiy
convicted, to be set free only by the Revolution, handed dewn to
German history in his defense plea one of the few documents in
praise of liberty. A few ncblemen too saved the honor of their
estate — Count  Brockdorf-Rantzaw, Count Coudenhove-Kalarpi,
Hellmut von Gerlach, Prince Lichnowski, Carl von Ossietzky, Lud-
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wig Renn (the pseudonym for an officer of the nobility}, Baron
Reibnitz, von Schénaich, and the poet Fritz von Unruh. At a few
urntiversities there were minds of Evropean format, but both. teachers
and students regarded them with distrust. There were a few brave
and clever Ministers of State in the shortlived Republic too—
Rathenau and Stresemann were the best. In return the one was
assassinated while the other was taunted to death,

Walter Rathenan at the head of German affairs can be compared
only 1o Wilhelm von Humboldt. Both were called to government
leadership from the realm of thought. With his profeund knowledge
of the German character, Rathenau should never have taken the
step. He must have known that the Germans do not, and never will,
tolerate a Jew at their head. That was why Ballin, head of the
Hamburg-American Line and a friend of the Kaiser, had de-
clined 2 similar réle. But Rathenau’s dream was Germany. Indeed,
his passion for all that was Prussian reached the proportions of
fanaricism. Beside Heine and Lassalle he represents the third of the
three great Jews who loved Germany too much. The pride with
which he emphasized rather than played down his Jewishness did
not keep him from desiring the Jews to merge completely with the
Germans.

True, during the war he performed services for the Reich equaled
by but a few. On the first day of the war he had foreseen the shortage
of raw materials in the event of a protracted conflict, and in the
service of the War Ministry he had successfully fought this shortage.
A few weeks later, afier the Battle of the Marne, Ins keen economic
insight recognized the necessity for making peace, and he later pre-
sented his conclusions to Ludendorff, Ludendorif studied Rathenau’s
figures, which discounted any chance of success for U-boat war-
fare, and then replied: “My instinct speaks against your fignres.”

As Reich Commissicner in 19%0, Rathenau, at a conference,
brought about the first understanding with the victors, putting
labor and preduction in place of billions. When as Foreign Minister
at the Geneva Conlerence he won the German Reich for the first
time a seat, a voice and recognition, the other delegates marveled
that such Germans existed. Rathenau refused to be awed and con-
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cloded the first alliance between Germany, which up to this point
had been deserted, and Russia. A few weeks later he was murdered
by the first Nazis. The grave of his murderer has become one of
their places of pilgrimage. He had governed for five months —
Humboldt for four.

This foray of the German spirit into the State was bound to end
in tragedy. Rathenau was one of the profoundest thinkers and most
cultured men of his time, equally gifted in thought and in action.
He wok the first steps toward reconstraction, toward rendering
Germany capable of contracting alliances. Ar the same time, while
the war was still on, he predicted and demanded in several books a
“planned economy,” a form of State Socialism. Hitler, whase fol-
{owers shot down Rathenau, built up hit economic system according
to Rathenau’s plans,

Stresemann (18%8-192g), an orator rather thanr a writer, a prac
tical man rather than a philosopher, suffered a more viclent shock
to his worship of Germany than Rathenau. Until late in the war
bis sentiments and demands were German through and through.
His upheaval was 50 soong that he changed overnight, and thus he
represents the best example of the handful of Germans who within
themselves completed the transition from the ideal of might to
that of right. His achievements in Locarno in 1gs5, his success in
regaining the confidence of the world — these were importane con-
quests, for the world grasped his symbolic mission. It was Swese-
mann who succeeded in persuading the French to evacuate the
Rhineland voluntarily, five vears before the term that hacd been
set. He found a man of equal good will on the other side, and his
conversations with Briand resemble those rare shining hours that
rise occasionally from the misty months of the northern winter.
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TO GERMANY the billions borrowed in America and
elsewhere had lent the appearance of a boom, At this time the
names of the two Americans, Dawes and Young, were pronounced
by the people with distrust, by businessmen with faint mockery.
A few couragecus Germans found the spirit to call their simarion
publicly a frandulent bankruptcy. The interdependence of world
economy and new laborsaving mzchines, together with Europe's
insecurity and the lack of integrity prevalent in German business,
had within a few years shaken the foundations of what morality was
left among the Germans from former times.

Until the World War Germany was by no means a country noted
for corruption. In France one might slip a banknote inte a dacu-
ment to cutry official favor cor haste in stamping it, bot such a
thing was impossible in the old Prussia. There the leading press,
regarded as venal in France, was incorruptible. The officer, the
judge, the scholar were at once poor and aloof, in the tradition of
Bismmarck; and if the Junkers stole from the State, they did so under
privileges vested in them by the kings.

Not unti] the officers under Willlarn II sought the hands of
wealthy young women, with Industry and the Army reaping profits
froma each other and marrying into each other —not until then
did Prussian principles begin to give ground. In olden days com-
quering hordesz of all nations carried of what they pleased. But
for high German officers to send home from conquered castles furs,
paintings and rugs — that would have been impossible in the wars
of Bismarck. In the World War it happened for the first time.
It was quickly imitaced, and today the officers ransacking France
have developed it into a fine art.

The leaders of the new Republic were incorruptible. It was not
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Junker Greed

they who were responsible for the prevalence of speculation among
the German middle dass. It was the example of the Government
as a whole that swept away the basic morality of the Germamns.
The citizen, watching curiously as his Government used borrowed
dollar millions amid the public bankruptcy to build post offices,
town halls and sport stadivms of a splendor not even rich and
victorious France conld afford, pondered that he might emulate
this example, German aspirations have never been directed solely
toward money, but always more toward title, authority, revenge,
and especially recognition by the woerld, The Germans even
today are too imaginative to see their ideal in wealth. That is
why their ideal is so much more dangerous than are those of gther
nations.

The Tunkers were always the class that was greediest for maney,
for they had been bom with all advantages except that of maoney.
A general of Hindenburg's simplicity, the son of a poor family chat
had bad w0 lower iself to the level of the medical profession, that
had even been compelled to contract maritat alliances with Jews —
such 2 man necessarily Jooked with secret envy upon the castles
and estates of his wealthy fellow Junkers, and especially upon their
hunts. His friends now conceived the idea of gratifying his yearnings
in a manner that was to have world-historical consequences,

The East Elbian Junkers, from whose grasp the old gentleman
seemed to be glipping in the bustle of Berlin, resolved to lead him
back to his home, to orgamize a collection for the purpose of re-
purchasing the estate of Neudeck in East Prussiz which had be-
longed to his family at the time of his birth. Once they had him to
themselves for the summer sezson, they would be able to confront
him not only with their troubles but with his own diffieulties a3 a
landowner, to the end that he might do something for his poor, debt-
ridden fellows. In this way the so-called Osthilfe, a government
fund intended to aid and resettle impoverished farmers in East
Prussia, was to be diverted to replenish the exchequers of the
Junkers, in the mame of “prevenring the advance of the Poles.”
The plan succeeded. Under the impressions of his ¢hildhcod and in
conversation with his old cronies the President was readily per-
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Memgee of a Scendal

suaded of the necessity for supporting the estates of the Junkers
with millions from the public rill.

The gift to Hindenburg was easily absorbed by the heavy in-
dustrialisis. Such payments were simply distributed “per ton of
coal and iron” and recovered by a few pennies' pricerise ultimately
paid by the consurer, the German people. The people themselves
would surely have heen glad to present their aged Marshal with
the estate, even had it meant collecting the money in driblets. But the
great gentlemen had their reasons for not letting teo many in on the
secret. Was not the octogenarian likely to die soon and hand down
the estate to his son? Would not that son, under the new laws, have
to pay an exorbitantly high inheritance tax? It was a question of sav-
ing that tax, of withholding this amount from the bankrupt Ger-
man people by registering the title to the estate directly in the
son's name. Thus, while the estate was presented to the Marshal
in honor of bis eightieth birthday, it was at the same time presented
te his son, so to speak, for the Major's forty-eighth birthday, Why
should the man who had led the war and who new governed the
Reich be the only one to fail to profit from the lack of integrity the
war had brought in its wake?

He had a new Chancellor, a highly moral gentleman. Briining
was the last honest man among Germany's leaders. He drove his
proud poverty and iotegrity so far that he not only cut his own
salary but sent for a eab whenever he made a private visit, lest he
squander his official gasoline. When he began his economy drive
on the first day, be looked about in the cld Chancellery and asked
the custodian why the fountains in the garden were always playing.
“Under the Great Chancellor,” the old man replied, “they were
turned on ornly Sundays.” Briining had them shut down.

But he shit down the Reichstag too; at least he emasculated it by
means of emergency decrees to such an extent that the Constitution
of the Republic was, with Hindenburg’s full approval, in effect in-
operative. A single article, written into the Constitution for use in
exwreme emergencies, now became routine throughout the year.
Britning's aims as a kind of sub-dictator under Hindenburg were
unquestionably sincere but not at all democratic. With his pale
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ascetic face and his eighteen-hour workday, this tiveless German
of profound Catholic faith stood like a fanatical monk, a Savo-
narola, among the elegant horsemen in the Papen style, the port-
reddened Junker visages, and the disappointed, careworn leaders
of the Left, tottering toward their end. He was the only one after
Stresemann to bring passion, knowledge and energy to the leader-
ship of the Germans. And yet, he prepared unwittingly fer
Hitler.

For ke too was handicapped by the great German weakness:
Briining worshiped the military. The war had at last afforded the
delicate and unathletic man falfillment of his dream of proving
himself a warrior before his nation. He actually rose to the rank
of lieatenant in the service. For three long years the Field Marshal,
whem he did not know, of course, stood unattainably high above
him. Now he was to spezk te him on equal terms, Chancellar
to President. His own words, not to be published for some time,
describe the overpowering impression he, the man in the leading
government position, received from the man he should have domi-
nated. Had not he, Briining, thirty years Hindenburg’s junior, spent
his life in the study of economics and politics, subjects that were
decisive now, but of which the Field Marshal, by his own admis.
sion, knew nothing? With such a distance — much greater than that
between minister and monarch because it was more deeply felt —
the monk necessarily succumbed before the hollow colossus. The
intrigue-spinners in the Chancellor’s Palace were quite equal to
the job of taking Briming in their stride.

They exploited him, of course. The re-election of Hindenburg,
with which Junker interests were tied up, could bave been put
over on the pecple only by Briining. He undertook the campaign at
a time when ke already knew that the oid man would betray him
immediately afterward. “You can depend on Hindenburg’s dis-
loyalty,” Genexal Groener said at the time. Briining had gained an
excellent name for himself in Paris and London, He succeeded in
elmost wiping out the remaining reparations, and he came close
to persuading the Freach to allow the Reichswekr to be increased to
a strength of three hundred thousand. Together Stresemann and
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Brining had, long before Hitler came to power, in effect canceled
the three most onerous conditions of the Versailles Treaty by agzee-
ment with the French - the Rhineland occupation, reparations,
disarmament, In his later rantings against Versaiiles, Hitler re-
sembles nothing s¢ much as a clown pummeling a straw dummy.

At this time Briining ireated with Hitler too. He offered Hitler
the Chancellorship at the expiration of one year, if Hitler would
step back as an opposition candidate to Hindenburg. Hitler de-
clined, Immediately after Briining had engineered the Field Mar-
shal's second election, Hindenburg sent him packing on the grounds
that he was contemplating Bolshevik plans in East Elbia. In paint
of fact, Brilning had merely sought to withdraw a few Osthilfe mil-
lions {rom the Junkers in favor of the farmers. When Hindenburg
presented him with a silver-framed portrait as a Christmas gift, he
had the Secretary of State tell Briining his wish that the picture not
be placed on Briining's desk -~ but Briining did not throw it at his
feet. This lieutenant made Hindenburg feel uneasy, as did Hitler,
who was only a corporal.

In the elections of 1990, Hitler's party had suddenly leaped from
twelve Deputies to ¢ne hundred and seven. Henceforth he was a
power with which every Government had to treat. The Constitution
had becn virtvally suspended; a deddering old man functioped as
President, a too! in the hands of Junkers and horsemen.

Anarchy surged through Germany's streets. Four armies, armed at
feast with knives, daggers and brassknuckles, howled through the
squares, roared through the cities, beat a tattoo through the whole
land. No one knew precisely with which army the crowds lining
the streets sided. The cowd itself did not know. For the slogans and
programs and names of the parties had long lost their mearing; they
rofe from a thousand lips and faded into the empty air like popular
tunes whose origin the whistler fails to recall. Processions and ral.
lies, leagues and demonstrations, festivals and memorial celebrations
resemnbled ezch other, in marching rhythm, frem the Red Front
to Hitler, as two fieldgray hosts resemble each other, their soldiers
ordared to shoot it out. As in war, the masses had been driven into
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a struggle on behalf of their leaders” interests, a struggle that
seemed senseless when the masses stopped to think about it.

This was shown by the fact that thousands of Communises went
over to Hitler’s Storm Troops, thousands from the Iron Freat to
the Communists. Real enmity was kindled only among brothers who
aspired 1o the same goal while wearing different insignia, obeying
different leaders. This was the situation among hostile comrades
in 1pg2; nor was it any wonder, for the same classes were distributed
over all four armies, with the workers dominating in all. In each
there were unemployed, adventurers, swashbucklers, in each ideal-
ists and enthusiastic students. This array of German youth, whether
under the banner of Hitler, the Stehihelm, the Republic, or Com-
munism, was no more than youth's naive pretest against the misery
of a life for which they blamed their fathers and the incamprehen-
sible war their fathers had fought.

The Republic had frittered away its substance, because it had
merely carried out a process of liquidation, with neither rourage
nor imagination- It had started without fanfare apd it ended with-
out glory. The Red Front hed squandered all its energies in the
struggle against its own brethren, and it too had preduced no
leaders and no original ideas. In the Stahlhelm organization, the
younger elements were bound to take offense at the style of living
in which the clder officers indulged.

The reasons for Hitler's success over all the others lay not in his
program — one half of that was almost identical with the Socialist,
the other half with the nationalist propram of his rivals — nor even
in his own spedal contribution, Jew-baiting; they lay in his seduc
tive oratory, his generous promises. Instezad of putting off the masses
with an indefinite future war against France or with the dawn of a
new day for mankind, Hitler brought a “here-and-now” program.
He promised to inmroduce universal labor service as soon as he
should have power, first for half a million and scon for two million
unemployed. All his listeners understood that. And when he next
promised them to coax two billiens a year more in value from the
German soll by means of new methods, he glossed over the fact that
this would require an invesiment of ten billions; but the masses be-
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lieved him, as in Fawst they believed Mephistopheles when he pro-
posed the blessings of inffatien to the Emperor. When Hitler held
out to them four hundred thousand homes a year, the construction
of which would put a miilion men to work, they already saw them-
selves living in these homes,

The thunder of his program, constantly pledged z2new, also in-
duded the abolition of all unearned income, socializaton of trusts,
profit-sharing feor workers, abalition of ground rent, and “there
will be no exception for intellectuals and other property-owners —
everyone will have to take up a shovel” The Germans do not
like to render themselves an account of their dream-castles — they
prefer to sing about them. Their romautic hearts are won over
maore easily by sorcery than are those of other nations. Thus they
believed what they wanted to believe, especially since it was drama-
tized before their very eyes. True, they did not actually see the
homes; but there was the backdrap behind which they could sense
them.

It was a Hitler ractic always to leave something to the imagina-
tion; and this Wagnerian technique captivated the sentiments of
even those whose reason gave them pause. Hitler never deale in
figures, never engaged in debate, always reveled in pictures of the
future. This was something new and refreshing to the people who
bad for ten long years listened to nothing but figures telling them
how much they and their descendants would have to pay. Verily,
Hitler awakened new hope in a nation that has always been a poor
loser and that has never learned from its defeats, With the instinct
of a demapogue he shifted the blame for the years of weatiness from
the war to the Government, pointing to men on the home scene on
whom. the people could wreak their vengeance, a purpose much
harder of accomplishment beyond the borders. It was not Clemen-
cean who figured as the arch-foe, but Ebert. The Germans had not
started the war — they had been foully atacked by a hostile coali-
tion; the Germans had not lost the war — they had been stabbed in
the back by subversive ¢lements at home. Youth, lending an ear to
every suggestive influence, was bound to accept both tenets with
enthusiasm, drawing courage for revenge without, hatred for
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revenge within. Once one knew how to appeal to youth, youth was
easily misled.

Big business too felt the impact of the great tub-thumper — for
someone had to pay for Hitler's big show. Ironically enough the
“captains of industry” began to lean toward the idea of sodaliza-
tion — they wanted nothing better than to be as mildly and profit-
ably “socialized™ as the big mining and shipping and banking houses
who were even now being subsidized and bought out by the Gov-
ernment. The Siegirieds of the Rhine heard the rumblings of the
approaching twilight of the pods and instincrively hired an expert
Wagnerian to save them. Steelmasters, but hardly men of steel,
they sensed that the rock foundations on which their structures
were reared were beginning to slip awzay into the deluge, and rather
than be swept away altogether by a second flood, they preferred
to juomp with their checkbooks to the last remaining dry land.

Britning’s dismissal in the spring of 1932 marked the beginning
of Germanp anarchy. Lawiul government virtually ceased even then,
though it was not formally liquidated and discarded in principle
until the year 1g33.

The tug-of-war between the people and the Junkers, the street
and the exclusive clubs--one might even say between Papen, the
President and the last Sodalist ministers — this énsuing duel began
with a farce in which the players were to cast tragic shadows against
the background of history. For there was still this wretched Prussia
with its democratic ministers,

Why did reaction succeed in gaining conerol of Prussia? On the
one side there was weariness, on the other vigor; on the one side
demacrats, on the other soldiers; one side went riding every mom-
ing, the other sat weary among its papers. Thus the whole thing
went off on schedule. On the July day agreed upon Papen pro-
claimed a presidential decree declaring the Prussian ministers de-
posed. The Chief of the Berlin Police, in his formidable, heavily
armed citadel, telephoned a few times, wrote cut 2 protest, and
finally permitted himself to be arrested and led off, In his memoirs
ke wrote philosophically: “And thus we awaited the things that
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were to come.” He sent back the order suspending him until date
and signature were all in good order; and he mentions that he
offered 2 seat to the genitlemen who brought him the news of his
discharge.

In the very courtyard of Police Headquarters, where an November
g, 1918, a lieutenant had broken his sword because his irnperial
general ordered him not to march against the rieters, officials and
police officers now crowded against the windows, on that July 2o,
1932, shouting: “Long live libexty!” They wanted to fight, but
they were not permitted to, becanse their superiors did not wizh to
spill the bleod of citizens. The military leadership in Germany had
already regained its vitality. Democracy, on the other hand, had
been weary from the first moment, It melted away as it had lived,
and there was nothing left to admire except the masses of the people
that still betrayed enough spirit, despite their anemic leaders, ta
stand ready for vain rebellion.

This inglorious exit did the German Republic more damage than
could have been inflicted by any lost battle in the streets of Berlin.
That day in March of 1848 was never forgatien, for there had been
fighting then. A structure that fades away after fourteen years may
leave behind regrets but no songs of praise, unless it has been sur-
passingly beantiful. The German Republic’s inability to sarvive is
explained by its tired penesis of lassitude. Flad it arisen frora strug-
gle and sacrifice, from passion, the {zerman Republic would have
met a different end.

‘The tragic element that emerges at this point is the realization
that while the victors were infinitely superior to the vanquished in
vigor and imagination, they built upon ideas of blood and race that
belonged to a bygone era. The urge for power, unsupported by
ideas of the age, can no more rTule for any length of time than ideas
that are unsupported by the urge for power.
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THE AGED Hindenburg still held the power in hands
grown shaky. But the stronpest force beside him was no longer the
Reichswehr; it was the popular leader whom he contemptuously
called the “Bohemian Corporal.” To lure him into the web by mak-
ing him a minister — that was the trick the Junkers and horsemen
felt confident of achjeving. By legirimizing Hitler, they sought to
exclude him from actuzl power. Papen’s plan for Hitler resembled
that of 2 man who seeks to end the rule of his mistress by marrying
her. In the end, he prevailed upon the Field Marshal to send for the
party leader in August 1982 and offer him the office of Vice Chan-
cellor.

The interview was condncted standing and lasted six minutes,
When Hitler likened his position to that of Mussolini, the old gen-
tleman broke off at ence. The next day he issued an insulting com-
muniqué that arcused Hitler's thirst for vengeance,

The struggle for power was decided by meney and bad conscience.
The Nazi soength had grown to z30 Deputies, but Junkers, horse-
mer, and generals — the Hindenburgs and Papens — were not in-
clined te abdicate in favor of the Nazis, Toward the end of the
year 1932 Schleicher, an old friend of Hindenburg and long a Jead-
ing figure in the network of intrigue, was made Chancellor. Flis
ahility was impaired by his predilection for talking roo much, a
faral weakness, now that all plans wene awry. There was talk of
bringing back the Kaiser, deposing Hindenburg, lecting Hitler rule
Prussia.

Industry, which had financed Hitler for such a long time, sud-
denly had enough of him; it was afraid of his Socialism. Hitler, de-
prived of his accustomed means, saw his votes shrink, those of the
Communists rise in an election late that year, In the Reichstag too
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the courage of the other parties rose, especially since the Socialists
held a potent weapon in their hands. The truth about the Osthilfe
had officially come to their attention through an investigating corm.-
mission. By publicizing the manner in which Hindenburg had
favared the Junkers at the expense of the farmers in East Prussia,
the idle and arrogant over the poor and hard-working, they could
now strike a blow against the régime. It is likely that the Nazis,
whe were by no means friendly toward the Junkers, were in on
the plot. The evidence would have shown how the Government
saved certain Junkers from their gambling debts, and similar
dramatic incidents. Seventy per cent of the money had been slipped
to the Junkers, 1o subsidize 13,000 Junker families. These things
would have aroused indignation even among the good Germans.

To head off this danger was the main interest of the Presidential
Palace in January 193s. The President's son and friends made it
clear to him that his oldest friends were likely to be compromised,
indeed, that he himself would be exposed. For the scandal would
undoubtedly dig up the story of the President's own inheritance-
tax juggling. When the oid gentleman demanded that his Chan.
cellor forcibly disband the Reichstag Commission in questiom,
Schleicher refused and was instantly dismissed, The honor of the
Hindenburgs and their friends could be saved only by a violemt
coup-

At the same time Hitler found himself in 2 seriouns siteation. The
decline in his vote and the stoppage of his furds had suddenly placed
him in 2 vacuum. The man who linked up these two emergencies,
like the villain of andent comedy, was the horseloving Herr von
Papen. By giving Hitler meney and power the scandal could be
avoided; but in order to overcome Hindeaburg's contempt of
Hitler, Hindenburg’s hand had to be forced. Papen, who sought
vengeance for having beeu ousted by Schleicher and Hindenburg,
therefore saw to it that the Osthilfe documents, an important point
of honor with Hindenburg, surreptitiously fell into Hitler's hands.
At the sape time he announced to Hindenburg's son that Hider was
about to atrack the whole gang in the Reichstag. Hitler's appoint-
ment to the Chancellorship was the only salvation.
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. During those very days the deposed Schieicher and his generals
decided on a coup for January go. A state of siege was to be de-
clared, 1roops wete to march, Hindenburg was to be respectfully
confined to his Palace, Papen and Hitler were to be arrested, and
a military dictatorship was to be proclaimed. But Schleicher talked
too much. The intriguers had the story wired to London, whence
a newspaper wired it back to Berlin. On January gg danger threat-
ened from two sides for the following day. The much-feared Osikilfe
debate was to begin before the Reichstag Commission; and the coup
of the generals impended. Figld Marshal Hindenburg was lost unless
he appointed Corporal Hitley Chancellor.

At noon on January o, Hindenburg appointed Hitler, the man
whom he had refused to appoint before, a man whose power was
waning. The Reichstag debate, scheduled for the afternoom, was
forcibly prevented and the documents disappeared. The Putsch
planned by the genmerals conld not be carried out because of the
excitement in the capital. Later, of course, Schleicher and his wife
were murdered by Hitler's men. In the evening there was 2z torch-
light procession —the frst example of masterly staging. Berlin
looked on in 2mazement. From Bismarck’s balcony, Hitler saluted
his singing, torchbearing troops, with Hindenhurg looking on from
a near-by balcony and happily beating out the march time., The
union of the ¢ld and the new Germany had been joined before the
eyes of Berlin.

From this first-nighe torchlight procession Germany witnessed the
growth of an endless procession that marched throughout the land,
singing and shouting, brutal and exultant, fiery and destructive
like an elemental force. For weeks the work of all these millions
seetned 1o stand siill, while the great spectacle of joy and vengeance
beld them spellbound. The self-assurance that the mribune had given
back to the Germans burst out in atrecities, and the fury with which
they hurled themselves upon the once mighty unfolded into ecstasy.
An entire nation at last fancied iwself admitted to the Garden of
Eden, turned once more at the gate to huil itself upon those who
had barred the way. In the ecitasy of the struggle outside the gate
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none took note at the time that caly the old wintry garden lay
beyond.

All this was the work of a single man who from his magic cell
unloosed words, words, words, amplified a millionfold with a magic
device, dinning them into the ears of 2 people that demanded new
formulas. With grandiose vision Goebbels let loose upon an entire
nation a cascade of fireworks, a barrage of curses, a surging flurry of
Hags. With the power of giant automatons he kept bellowing at
them that they had been liberated yesterday, until they believed it

Their victory in the first and last election under Hider only
served to inspire the Nazis even more to obliterate all parties, to
establish themselves 25 the State. They already had their hands on
its organs, and now that there was no more limit tc the means at
their disposal, everything undertaken by others necessarily faded
into insignificance. The brightest light emanated from the Reichs-
tag, which the Nazis set on fire. The Reichstag, a majority of which
consisted of obedient party hacks, had surrendered all power to the
Cabinet, which in turn served only as the chorus for the soloist. in
three lines the power of the German Reich had formally passed to
eight Ministers. In truth there was but one.
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ADDL'E HITLER bears important resemblances te
earlier German emperors. He resembles Barbarossa in crueley,
Henry V1 in the habit of blackmail. He shares with Sigismund the
art of lying, with Wenceslaus the enjoyment of persecuting the Jews.
His theatrical bearing reminds one of Otte III, his mystic fajcth of
Charles VI, Of the Prussian kings too, who resided in Berlin be-
fore him, Hitler has many characteristics — the showy architecture
of Frederic I, the lack of all education of Frederic William I, the
sexual impotence of Frederic the Greazt, the belief in his artistic
caliing of Frederic Williarn IV, and the faithlessness of most of
the Hohenzollerns.

Yet despite such a character he exhibits very great talent. What
lends wings to Hider's fanaticism, leading it to great fulfillments,
is his imagination. His ideas of what influences the individual or
the masses seemn to rise from an unerring prescience rather than
from experience. This power enables him te grope his way forward,
becoming all the more insistent whenever someone seeks to dis-
suzde him. Decisions like the re-occupation of the Rhineland arose
from vision and from fanaticism. He sensed that the French would
not march and believed doubly in his presentiment beraunse the
generals, traditionally unimaginative, predicted the opposita. While
it is certain that he plans none of his campaigns himself, permitting
the skill and the maditions of the German General Staff to prevail,
it seemas equally certain thar he makes bold political decisions him-
self. In this sense he has the advantages of the highly gifted fanatic
over the expert,

Yet he never works with persuasion, rarely with fattery, generally
with thieats, and always with lies. He seems to regard fear as the
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strongest emotion in most men, discounting the possibility of
courageous resistance because he himself is able to overcome his
innate fear orly by main force. In this respect he represents the op-
posite of Bismarck, who was self-reliant and impressed his enemies
by his intrepidity. Bismarek never had to roll his eyes, or bellow at
anyone; he inspired awe by merely standing there, Hitler combines
the quick dedsion mustered only by the visiopary who takes every-
one by surprise with a patience that is calculation and that waits
years for the right moment. These gifts, together with his ability to
shift and combine, make him a firstrate tactician. By adding ail
the arts af ballyhoo to the mystic faith in his mission, by advancing
his passionate vision with ancient stage tricks thar captivate the
crowds from within and without in turn — by such fusions he blends
in himself the Middle Ages and the wentieth century. There is no
precedent for a statesman communicating his program of conquest
to the world many years before he is able to put it inte effect —
and then, subsequently, being able more or less to realize that pro-
gram.

‘Turning back from his talents to his character, we find that its
typically German elemers lie in three traits — his belief in violence,
kis vengefulness, and his sense of insecuricy. These three traits re-
main constant in him. Germany, race, anti-democratism, anti.
Semitism, are ephemeral and could be reversed. Had he grown up
among the Reds, he might have become lezder of the Commaunists;
today he is balf on the way.

It is rare in a life story still in the making that one can with such
certainty and at such an early point discern the influence of per
sonal experiences on-the formation of political theories. Hitler's
dogmas are all consequences of his personzl frustrations. Because
he is of very poor racial stock, as the greatest erman expert on race
testified to his face in oourt, he persecutes the mixed races. Because
he comes of people who were mistreated by Austria, he hates
Austria. Because he suffered want in his youth, he hates the rich.
Because he vegetated in Vienmgshelters supported by Jewish money,
he hates the Jews. Because he was refused admission to the academy
for lack of talent, he persecutes the style of painting that was then
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The Ambitious Underprivileged
in fashion. Because the art of living has been denied him, be hates
the French, who excel in that art, Because he is ill at ease in the
presence of woren, he banishes them from public affairs. Because
he has learned nothing, he hates the intellect.

With so much hatred — whom, then, does Hitler love? Blsmarck
the great hater, in the end loved old trees, animals, and his wife —
be lived with his family. Hitler, who denies all natural bonds to the
past and the future, loves neither nature nor beauty nor liberty.
Unlike other dictators, be does not even love power to build with
devotion — only power to subjugate. This is no ordinary vanity, nor
plain ambition. It is a lifelong, insatiable thirst for vengeance on
those whom he once had 10 envy becaunse theirs was the greater
wealth, power and security.

Thus Hitler enacts before our eyes the tragedy of the under-
privileged who attain: no inner peace even in a career without
precedent. His features express this — the shifty eyes forever on the
alext for victims, the affectation of mustache and lock — these are
the make-up of a man whe would appear strong. When the mus-
tache of William IT is painted into Hitler's official portrait, the
resemmblance between the two neurasthenics becomes striking. Un-
like earlier dictators or even Mussolini, we have no reports pre-
senting Hitler in a tranquil mood — he is always either wrought up
or brooding. He is a man always on the run, and this restlessness
makes him thoroughly German.

And yet iz is this very merbid passion that swept him to the
top. For in the absence of any knowledge of couniries and lan-
guages, of alien customs and literatures, only a clairvoyant could
have foreseen with such certainty that French democracy was rotten
while the British was not. Long before he came to power he sensed
the impending collapse of France, which he then promaoted and pre-
pared by psychologically correct means until finally the 1940 cam-
paign against France, with its collaboration of all available means,
represented a masterpiece. Yet as late as August 194c the same man
passionately resisted an attack on Britain, not on but against the
counsel of his generals —indeed, he lost two precious months for
this reason, Memories of Napoleon and William II may have had
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their share in strengthening his presentiment that he would meet
with failure in the case of Bricain.

Such clairvoyants, who, 2t other moments, are comedians, can
attain their greatest successes only when they find men suited to
their purpose. Hitlet's first instinct took him to the Prussians. He
sensed that no other people would accept a figure like himself, and
at the same time that only the classic nation of chedience would
be capable of realizing his ideas. That was why Hitler's successes
were 50 mruch greater and faster than those of Mussolini.

The Germans have always had 2 weakness for this mixture of
amatenr acting and romanticism, the last time for William IT,
the resemblances to whom we have cutlined (pp. 397-358). The
sudden change from genuine emotion to emotional exhibitionism,
arising from the insecurity of his character, invests the leader, in
the eyes of the German, with & special intensity that seems comical
to more vigorous or cynical peoples. For that reason no non-Ger-
man, even if he speaks German well, can grasp Hitler’s effecz on
the masses, when listening to him at the radio.

Yet Hitler has simply and solely talked himself into power. The
Germans have produced such great composers 2nd actors that the
third form of audible art, oratory, has evaded them. One must go
iar afield to find orators among the German people. This phe-
nomencn runs parallel to the lack of revelutions. Since Lassalle —
that is to say, for eighty years — there has hardly been a single orator.
William II lacked the radia and the habit of speaking to the people.
Without the radio Hitler's power in its preseat form would hardly
be possible. True, the invention is equally open to all, but it must
be considered that ever Napoleon could have done much more
with the telegraph than his enemies; by its 2id ke could have directed
the battles in Spair from Moscow. The Germans can be captured
only through the imagination, ggver by lggic; thus, in a new leader
who at first came unarmed, the Gerwnans succambed to the ubiquity
of sound. One of the greatest tricks was that millions heard him
without seeing him, for his advisers must have recognized the weak-
ness of his personal appearance, which strongly invited parody.

The main factor that decided Hitler's success was that he brought
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back to the Germans all the things they had so sorely missed for
fourteen years. He promised arms to the warrior nation and at the
same time he revived processions and flags. In short, he seemed to
be a combination of Frederic the Great and Wagner, and he had
the effect of 2 savior. After an epoch that had lacked all imagination,
at last a stream of banners descended upon the Germans, commands
rang out, fanfares sounded, a great pyramid afrer the model of the
old was built up by the Nazis, with 2 hundred titles that could
be abbreviated, with a thousand siones and steps orn which one
could carry and bear down with insignia on the sleeve, 2 new cap,
and especially a pair of riding boots, though no herse in the bargain.

All this was done in the image of Wagner — continual proces-
sions, an everlasting melody, a few persistently reiterated themes,
pure innocence and demons lusting for revenge, knights in shining
armor and vassals marching in time, vows and breaches of Joyalty
uanto death, a mixture of brutality and mysticism, heroism to suit
the little man — in this way Hitler wransposed the military Estate
into Wagnerian terms. With his subtle feeling for the German saul,
Le gratified both its dreams — obedience and music, discipline and
emotion. Thus he shines through the dim worid in which the
Germans like to combine the victory of the great with their own
profit.

The overwhelming art of propaganda which the resourceful
Mephistopheies among them contrived was wholly new ta the Ger-
mans. Never had they been Hooded by such 2 masterfully directed
stream of speeches, symbols, celebrations, insignia, in which all
the old institutions, from the chancellery of the privy council to
the bowling club, scemed to outdo each other. Praised and roared
at in turn by this persuasive machine, Germany felt safe and sound
in the arms of a mighty master, just as certain women do in their
dreams. After fourteen painful years responsibility at last dropped
away from the Germans; at lasr there was someone to command.
Hitler gave the Germans back their ancient right to obey, not their
self-assurance — that they had exhibited 1o the world long before
him, whenever they rode blaring and faulefinding through foreign
lands. Only Hitler gave back to the small bourgeois a sense of his
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own value, something neither the wealthy middle class nor the class-
conscious workers had granted him.

A weak man who has spent a dull, shadowy youth ridden with
spells of depression can accomplish such things only by virtue of
a nervous encrgy that at certain hours solidifies into grandiose ac
tion, only to slacken completely and as suddenly. Where else couwld
Hiter find his sudden surges of an energy that carries all befora it
than in a fanatical faith in his cause? Does he not lack all other
resources? His lack of education is not merely a biographical ac-
cident; it is his principle, and it is this enmity toward the intellect
that chiefly distinguishes him from the Bolshevists, who worship
knowledge. In the year 1gzg the beaten, impoverished German
Republic printed more than 3z,00a books; in 1939 the flourishing
Nazi Germany printed only 20,000,

That is why Hitler is the greatest example in German history of
the schism berween the spirit and the State. For a thousand years
the German State had held aloof from, though it had tolerated, the
spirit, It had assigned the spirit reservations, like the Indians, in
which it was rarely disturbed. Hitler is the first German to fight and
suppress the spirit on behalf of the State. He turned the anti-intel-
lectual sentiments of a hundred kings and princes inte a cult.

Hitler cutdid even the most dull-witted in his complete “courage
for illiteracy,” as he once put it. Never before has 2 hook like his
own, written in such pedestrian and unimaginative German, become
famous — its quality, by the way, is notably enhanced in translation.
On not a single one of its seven hundred pages is there an image
drawn from the life of the people, a simile taken from farm, factory,
sport or history, ot from anything bearing the vividness of life.

The political books and memoirs of many a king may have been
written by others, but surely Mein Kampf stems from the hand of its
avowed author — at least it shows the same hand as his speeches.
These platitudes and slogans, previously done to death in a thou-
sand editorials, have their effect on the inchoate German masses
when thev are spoken, shouted, bellowed, but the reader of the
printed hook is less tolerant. This is no uncultured diamond in the
rough, uttering forceful sentiments. The style is that of a third-
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rate provincial newspaper hack, Hitler's style and his portrait are
sufficient to remove him permanently from the Napoleon class,

Yet it remains astonishing thar Hitler has been able to make
toany personal conquests even beyond the popular masses. The
fact that the professors followed him is merely a recurrence of a
phenomencn which the present book has continuously reported.
That almost 21l the writers surrendered accords equally with the
habits of German thinkers from Luther to Kant —- habits that have
been described. But that Hitler the civilian won over the generals
— that is his most amazing conquest.

It canner be explaived by the bare promise to give them all
jobs, money and honors. It would appear that his fanatical faith
took by surprise these men, who are cynics, like their forefathers and
their class, men who have always managed to live on quite happily
after lost wars. With one exception that has been mentioned, Ger-
tnan history knows no generals who committed suicide or went mad
after a defezt Prussian generals, moreover, are strangers to the
deep hatred which Hider developed from his frustrations. They
are gruff, but they do not hate; and when they do hate, it iz their
superiors, not the enemy. And now came this hysterical man with
his passion, declaring without proof that France was rotten and
Austria ripe for the fall. For the first rime a ¢ivilian added passion
and vision to the tanks and the guns, the marching plans and
mobilization schemes. Evidently this impressed the generais.

At the same time Hitler never dares admic his veneration of power
and force. His sense of inner insecurity leads him to whine and com-
plain about his peaceful intentions — that only deceit on the part
of the perfidious Britons made him reluctantly reach for his sword.
Herein lies the crucial difference from the proud amorality of the
Renaissanee, the Borgia, and even Nietzsche.

It is his passion that impels him to cruelty and lies. In his owm
way, he undoubtedly acts in good faith when having innocents
murdered, friends cheated or defenseless countries assauited. The
thought of world-dominion expiates the means, whatever they may
be. Indeed, he would call himself weak, recognize hirpself with
terror, were he ¢ver to be magnanimous. This vehemence in de-
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struction, this furious hatred of all that is successful, ¢ound, beauti-
ful, without being subject to his authority — these are always the
symptoms of men that lack seif-confidence. He risks everything on a
single turn, as on the bloody night of June g0, or the reoccupation
of the Rhineland. Yet he himself turns tail before a single weapon,
as on the November day of the Munich Puisch: {1523) .

A mature of this kind — the clinical picture has been projected by
physicians, authors, indecd, the patient himself —must create a
private tife for itself to conserve body and soul, 1o strengthen itseif
for its rare cutbursis. The blindness, of hysterical origin, with
which terror struck him for several days during the World War, and
for describing which a Heidelberg professor was later dismissed, may
have served him as a warning. His weak constitution needs to rest
and gather strepgth. It lapses into long periods of lassitude, like an
actor lounging about during the summer vacation without be-
traying a trace of his talent. Thos there is no sport for Hitler, no
wine, no hobby; and when he does for once encounter 2 woman, to
try his virility once more, despite everything, the end is flight or
death on the part of the woman, as in the case of his niece. A man
who can drive no car, ride no horse, swim no river, use no skis, who
can have neither wife nor children — such a man, in return, is abie,

- at decisive moments, to act with the power peculiar to certain
artists who instinctively impose similar restrictions upon them-
selves.

Since this fanaticsm has risen from personal disappointments and
envy of happier men, the desire for self-assertion undoubtedly stands
at the beginning of Hiiler’s career, 2 motivation found in many
other active men, That is why Hitler's success was painfully built
up and restlessly earned. True, such great snccess was possibie only
ameng the Germans.
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NEVER. before did a dictator get his hands on such
willing masses, on so wonderfully humble and pliable a material,
as did the first il¥icit leader 1o find the Germans. Napolcon met with
much greater resistance from his people, and s¢ did Mussolini. All
that hag been relaced and nterpreted in the preceding five hundred
odd pages proves how ardently the Germans, suddenly liberated
against their will, waited fourteen years for a master to take thern
into his power. The few exceptions — the splendid clergymen, paci-
fists and Trade-Unicnists who were locked up and killed for their
convictions — add up to not even one in every thowand Germans.

The best known of them, Martin Niembller, the German here of
this epoch, has a face that reminds one of Diirer's pen. He is a West-
phalian, the son of a minister, an enthusiastic sailoy, and a man of
profound faith. During the first World War he covered himself with
glery as a U-boat commander, and the war fziled to precipitate him
o inner strugples, for his faith in Germany is as firma as his faith
in God. After the Revolution an uncle helped him to take gver a
farm, and his fust close contact with agricultural workers who re-
garded themselves as Marxists moved him profoundly. He came to
the conclusion that souls were more important to him than cilling
and harvesting the soil. He became a student of theology, taking
instruction in Hebrew, though at the same time ardently champion-
ing the German cause. A commander in the student defense corps,
he fought in the Kapp Putsch. He was already thirty when he de-
livered his first sermon in Miinster, and so bitterly poor that he
had to do hard manuzl labor, induding laying railway tracks. His
dual nature, his crusader spirit, deeply devout yet romantic and
always patriotic, led to many inner conflicts, though it did not reach
a crisis until Hitler demanded an oath of personal allegianoce from
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all German ministers. Together with a few of his colleagues,
Niemdller protested. An attempt was made on his life, and there
were daily demonstrations in his favor by a congregation that
sensed a strong man at its head. But the persecutions continued,
ending in dismissal. No longer permitted to preach, Niemdller gave
instruction in his home. He was arrested, tried, acquiited, re-arrested
and sent to the concentration camp. There he declined a pardon
offered on condition that he refrain from preaching. After the our-
break of the war, however, he is supposed to have volunteered to
command a U-boat.

That offer reveals the division in the German soul in iz full
tragedy. Here is 2 man of dauntless courage and conviction, a man
resembling Luther in staking his life for his convictions, 2 man
preaching against Mazi thecries, 2 man unswerving in his refusal
to swear allegiance to another as though he were God. Yet this
same man is ready to dive into the sea, under the hateful flag
of this very blasphemer, 1o fire torpedoes on Germany's enemies,

Homesick émigrés tell the world that Hitler is not Germany. Yet
did not all Germans vote for him again and again? Even though
a certain percentage of the electorate was cowed by threats, the over-
whelming majority voted for him of their own will, Today the
Germans suffer the pangs of hunger while they listen to the blan-
dishments of world dominion. As we add these last pages, in Sep-
tember 1941, the butter and meat rations in Germany grow smalier,
as the Germans conquer more and more countries. Even the cheory
of the have and the have-not nations has been reduced to absurdity
by its inventor, for what wealth did the invaded Danes, Norwegians
and Poles possess that Germany did not have iself? The Germans
remind one of the dog in the manger who is unable to eat the grain
but keeps barking to prevent the horses from feeding. What then
did the Germans get out of eight years of Hider?

He put to work millions of unemployed, because he prepared and
waged war; and this is oue of his reasons for continuing the war.
He seems, furthermore, to have overcome the last traces of enmity
among the ancient German tribes, to have perfected the union of
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the Reich in a form never attained by the Republic after the elimi-
nation of the princes.

Hitler has harnessed the Germans inte an order no other people
would tolerate, especially not the Italians, and only part of the
Russians. No one can put up with a complete loss of liberty, and
yet many nations fighting the Nazi system will take over some of its
methods, as it took over Russian methods.

Unguestionably the Germans teday think ajong modern lines, in
terrns of machines rather than gold. They have shown the world
that it is powssible to live, fight and conquer without gold, that the
engineer ¢an live without the banker, but the banker not without
the engineer. Indeed, they owe their victories to their defeat of
the business ideology that dominated the old democracies up te the
time of the war. To produce what i3 necessary to the community
rather than profitzble to the individual —that is a thought thae
reached Berlin from Moscow and that begins to pass from Berlin
into the whole world, because it is timely. It cught to be possible to
accept this principle without loss of liberty.

Nor do the Germans in the mass deplore the shackles on the
spirit. When did they ever grant the spirit the decision or even
an influence on the conduct of public affairs? A nation that has
for a thousand years borne whatever authority was imposed upon
it, that never fought of its own will for its freedom, that quickly
sought its way back under the yoke when it attained freedom against
irs will — the world ought o grasp that this German nation as a
whole shows no indlination to change. The first error to which we
succurnbed when we Believed after the World War that 2 new Ger-
wany was possible — that first error should protect vs against a
second.

That the Germans are behind Hitler is proved by the persecution
of the Jews. When the world heard of the first German pogroms,
there was widespread testimony that in many places the crowds had
held back. Yer the inaease in Jewish persecusions from the year
1938 to the year 1038, from the fust boyeeit to the march into
Vienna and the November pogroms, shows the extent to which
they belong to the German character. It was by no means only
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Stormm Troopers who carried out the orders of their party. Wealthy
citizens, German professors, independent sportsmen took part in
the nocturnal assaults at the time, from passion and lust.

Why are the Germans, not as a government or a party but in the
mass, more hostile toward the Jews than other nations? As Arndt,
the passionate patriot, wrote with deep imsight: “The Getmman
loves to weigh down with cheins even the soul of a shackled
galley slave.” The German is a poor loser —so much so that he
cannot bear success in others. The Russizns directed their po-
groms against poor unknown Jews, but the Germans turned on the
wealthy and talented ones. It was not the ghetto that put them in
an ugly frame of mind, not the alien faces and gestures, but the
honor and Influence acquired by Jewish bankers, che fame that
surrounded great scholars and artists.

With envy they followed the rise of the German Jews, ever since
these were emancipated. Why were their theaters and newspapers
the best? Why was it they who produced grear medical discaveries,
outstanding surgeons, ingenious new metheds, brilliant books —
to a far greater degree in proportion to their numbers than the non-
Jewish populaiion?

Into this general distrust of the people the Nazis now carried
the legalization of brute force, the end of lawful government, the
unrestrained will of youth, hungry for murder and baooty. Who
else was there, during Hitler's beginnmings, who offered a better
target for attack? The Jews combined all the qualifications of privi-
leged victims — they were unarmed, well-to-da, easy prey to defama-
tion. Murder and robbery could he practised at once on these
petople. For fourteen years the Republic had listened idly 25 mem-
bers of the German middle class said and wrote publicly that the
Jews had first started and then lost the war, since like the Socialists
they put internationzl aims in the place of national sentiments,
Under the Republic six per cent of the Ministers were Jews—
three had a part in the Revoluticn. On the other band, German Jews
received twenty per cent of all Nobel Prizes conferred on Ger-
mans, All this was suppressed, as were the facts that they, who made
up but one per cent of the German people, furnished 100,000 sol-
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. diets for the war, of whom 12,000 fell in action. Perhaps the lowest
act ever committed by the Nazis was their removal of Jewish names
from small-town war memorials that held the names of the fallen in
letters of gold. But we have the same contempt of born Jews, as
Baron Oppenheim, von Weinberg, General Milch, Chief of the
German Adr Force, author Arneld Bronnen, Hans Wohl-Semuth,
who makes all trade pacts. They accepted acknowledgment as
“Heonorary Aryans” by the persecutors of their race and live
friendship with them. Hitler’s liberation of the Germans from the
Jews has done only hatm to Germany, but it must be a source of
considerable satisfaction o the Germans,

This book, which refrains from relating atrocities, will descaribe
one single mament, a3 yet unrecorded, and told to the auther by two
eyewitnesses who later managed to quit Germany.

A young Jew in Paris had assassinated Mr. vom Rath, a member
of the Paris Embassy, and as an act of political vengeance the
Germans made the hour of his burial an occasion for a new pogrom
against the Jews, As in other camps the 10,000 Jews concentrated in
Buchenwald were forced 1o stand for hours in military order. It was
November 11, 1938, 11 A.M. In z Jong row 5.A. men passed by these
Jews, carrying the coffins of those who had “died” that morning.
Then followed a procession of those wounded and blood-covered
victims who had been almast whipped o death that morning,
kicked up by the soldiers when they collapsed in their march. All
at once, one of them —a merchant of sixty-five years, whom the
present author had known in his youth, and who had been brought -
to the camp only three days before — terribly mutilated, pulled him-
self up, a tall ramn, and, in a last effort lifting his arms op towards
his brothers, in 2 loud voice and in Hebrew pronounced the andent
Jewish blessing of his forefathers.

For some minutes the soldiers stocd still, streck with a curicus
astonishment, Then they seized him, carried him off, and killed kim
that same day. The name of this Jew, which may not be told for the
sake of hig family, must be added to the list of those German martyrs
that begins with Huss and will continue through the ages 10 come.

Despite their long history of submission, the Germans have never
suffered such inroads on their ultirmate libertias as during the past
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nine years. No one is left to work as he pleases, when he pleases,
where he pleases, whether he be rich or poor, worker, farmer or
doctor, The whole land resembles a huge barracks into which the
six-year-old Germarn is admitted, where he is trained, drilled,
broken and held until even the funeral ceremonies are preseribed.
For generations to come the concept of law has been undermined
for eighty million men. Even if the Germans will lose in che end,
their faith in brute force has been strengthened for generations.
They learned nothing from their first defeat, stubbornly hastening
back to their ideals; how can they be expected to learn from a second
deleat?

The deriding of sincere convictions, the contempt for law, the
glorification of murder, the desecration of graves and houses of
wotship, the distrust of all against all, the spying on close friends,
the denial of one's own father for reasons of race, the destruetion of
independent science, the enslavement of teachers and professors, the
training for perverse brutalities, the stultification of women, the sur-
render of all passion in faver of the State — all these must leave be-
hind a generation that will face its contemporaries in other lands as
strangers,

And what about the defamation of the German name throughout
the world? This time no German will be zble to say that he was
coerced by the ruling class, for today everyone has his friends in the
Party. The entire nation has undertaken or approved this devasta-
tion. The entire naticn has accepted the axiom ef its Minister of
Justice: *“That is right which serves Geomany.” These six words
encompass the moral disaster.

Can the world forget all this? Can a man who lived through the
Batile of London as a boy ever offer his hand 10 a German? Can
a Norwegian ever again receive a (German 2s a guest in his home?
Where lives the Dutchman who can ever agzin do business with a
German, with his mother and a hundred others machinegunped
by a German airplane? And where is the country that will conclude
a treaty with the Germans, who have expressly made the validity of
treaties dependent on their advantage? And why should Hitlet’s
successor be believed, since he learned the new morality as 8 baoy
and thus is bourd to zbide by it?
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Hiiler did not bring the Germans luck, but they did nat ask that,
They do not seek liberty, nor wealth, nor even harmony and
serenity of the mind. The ancient dream of world dominion, the
ultimate rehabilitation songht in their mystic visions, the admira-
tionn of a world they forever like to accuse like innocent children
— this public recognition, sought and demanded by their inborn
sense of insecurity, Hitler has brought to them, even though for but
a while. Never did they have a leader who suited them better.

As a conqueror Hitler cannot be compared with his German
predecessors. Around 8oo, 1000 and 1jco A, Charlemagne, Otto
the Great, and Charles ¥ had made Germany the strongest power
in Europe. Bue this power was half-inherited; it came from the out-
side, or obliquely; it did not surge forth from within, nor did it
last for moere than & brief time. Hitler's trintophant march is better
compared with the onslaughts of the Goths, the Mongols, the
Normans — barbarians that fell upon the ancient cultures, sub-
jugating them for a time, only to pass away, leaving little hehind.
Who still remembers the names of their leaders? Two or three have
been carried across the ages on the wings of songs. Any analogy
with Napoleon is preposterous — despite everything, Napoleon car-
ried new ideals to the nations he conquered. Along the Rhine or in
Ttaly he introduced laws 2nd a social order that outlasted his expul-
sion because they were modern apd just. Trus, in seeking to unify
Furope he saw himseli and France at the head, but on the basis of a
great revolution that preached tolerance. Hitler conquered Paris on
the basis of a doctrine that made the suprémacy of his race the
foundaticn of his mle.

Here the problem bepomes involved. All the rulture Germany
could have brought to the conquered countries has been held down
or beaten down by the Nazis, The German scholars and artises
driven from their homes are a symbel of this state of affairs. Thkis
time the German spirit arrived in foreign lands in advance of
German might, and it is compelled to fiee farther and farther before
that might. The flight of the best German minds from Germany to
neighboring countries, and after their conquest farther and farcher
away, to America — this will continue in song as the great symbot of
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this persecution, continue with the never-ending gratitude of the
emigrants. Thus the most intellectual city of the world could ex-
pect only barbarksm when Prussian boots strode up to the monu-
ments of the Tuileries. All those who meant Germany's fame in the
world have been received by other nations as guests and refugees,
not as conguerors. The entry of the German spirit throngh the
Arc de Triomphe took place seven years before the entry of the
German tanks, and to much greater applause.

Yet Hitler was correct in his presentiment that the old democ-
racies had run dry. France at least will learn much from its defeat.
The French lived too carelessly, too cynically, on the brink of
a world in upheaval. Britain too did not move until May 1940, and
even then but incompletely, its governing aristocracy, together
with the Barnk of England and the City, having failed 1o prepare
the nation. There too, after the hercic struggles of these months, a
return to the old order and diplomacy would be intalerable.

The National-Socialist Party bears its dual name rightfully, for
it is Socialist too. The rapid evolution that has led the world away
from pure capitalism for the past twenty years has been accelerated
in all countries through war economy; most of all in Germany,
which has been based on a war economy for nine years. While the
Fascist countries guickly adapted themselves to these modern up-
heavals, the wealthy continued to govern in the old way in the
two great Wesiern democracies. It was they who made possible
Germany's rearmament, instead of crushing it. “Rather Hider than
Blum,” said more than one French industrialist, and Lord Rother-
mere proclaimed: “The steadfast young Nazis are the saviors of
Europe.”

And vet, when fear of Bolshevism inspired the men of the Bank
of England and the Bank of France to the Pact of Munich, their
dreams faded. Today the promoters in Paris, Amsterdand and Buda-
pest feel themselves coerced into a system that more and moze closely
resembles that of Moscow. When German and Italian capital had
already been almast entirely confiscated by the Government, the free
democracies sided with the State Sodalism of the dictators. Ortho-
dox capitalisra, in any event, has failed in Furope; and it is quite
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possible that we shall soon see Hitler in the guise of a Communist.

He is preparing the unification of Furope —a union sought by
all as a confederacy rather than under the leadership of a master
race just as the best among the Germans always sought Austria’s
Arnschluss, but not under Hitler's guns. The unification of Eurcpe
and the dethronement of half a dozen kings can only be useful to
Eurcpe. Even after the fall of Napoleon none of the more than
hundred sroall German princpalities he liguidated rose again.
Many a prophet has attained ends he never scught. Hitler, like
Columbus, will Iznd on a continent, he never sought. From the con-
quest of Europe by Hitler, the United States of Europe may very
well arise, if in the end the swastika is struck and the White Flag of
Liberty hoisied in its stead.

Neither forms nor dates can be predicted, One thing seems cer-
1ain; the conguered peoples will not bend under the yoke as long as
the Germans. The second Weorld War can end only in revolution,
just as the Russian Revolution gave the first World War its decisive
turn, In harmeony with the spirit of the times, however, the forms
are likely 10 he social rather than naticnal. Insiead of @ German
Europe Hitler will find in the end 2 liberal one. In decisive contrast
to the theory of race, the revelutions of the impending years will no
longer arise over provinces and frontiers, but over 2 more just re-
distribution of wealth. History will note that as one consequence of
this war the claim of every citizen to a decent livelihood became a
demand in all countries. There is no “Haly Alliance” in the offing,
as after the fall of Napcleon ~ nor can or should any new Talley-
rand come agaiv te power. The first thing the subjugated nations
will seek o regain more liberty than they bad before the War, not
Tess.

Germany will be the last rather than the first —the German
character, reflected in its history as here presented, guarantees chae.
Not until ene of the englaved pations will have risen, not until
perbaps the first fracernization between armed German workers in
uniform and unarmed non-German woerkers will have dissolved an
unnatural servitude—not until then is there the prospect that
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certain German cirdes too will rise and overthrow in cvil war
the present régime to which they themselves in large part belong
today. Even if Hitler should partly win the Russian war it may bring
him comn, but no enthusiasm. Germans have often been anti-French,
never anti-Russian, not even in the World War. On entering:
Moscow the soldiers would see where Hider's methods were taken
from; they would fraternize with the followers of a discipline so
similar to their own and might well become Communists.

The breakdown of the modern Djingiskhan is inevitable with the
help of America, but cannot be attained by invasion, only by revolts
1n Europe. A powerful blockade would terrify the leaders more than
the German people who are willing to stand privations for any
length of time; they can do without money and luxury. But noth-
ing can make a more disastrous impression on the peeple than bemb
attacks. The German character does not react like the English in
hardening to distress and becoming stubborn, The Germans are
more nervous by nature, and their nerves have besn overstrained
during the last ten years.

Armed and under command, as a soldier, the German keeps his
courage, but as a target, attacked by invisible strangers, as a civilian
without orders and superiors, he easily suecumbs, He has not
seen an invasion of his country for one hundred and thirty years.

When the Anglo-Saxon blockade, revolts among the conquerad
nations, and bomb attacks inside Germany will have reached a
maximum, then the generals may be ripe to get rid of their
“Fithrer" in order to save themselves. This will be a dangerous
mement for the world, because Prussian generals are not more
trustworthy than Hitler. The victors will have w look out for the
“Unknown Prisoner” when he steps out of the barbed camp wires,
and try to make peace with him.

The idea of disarming 2 beaten Germany alone, as was dore in
Versailles, shows incomprebension of the German character,

Since so effident a people cannot be deprived of its rights in eco-
notic competition, the only method of living with them will lie in
the founding of the UInited States of Europe, which will be much
easier to create after a second Genmnan defeat than it was after the
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first. Only positive disarmament of all the nations of Europe can
insure German disarmament too, without the possibility of revenge.
There will be a Federzl Army and 2 Federal Navy for Eurape, as
the United States defense forces today are directed from Washing-
ton. Germany wil! then no more be able to start a war than the State
of California,

In this way alone can the poison fangs be drawn from the jaws of
the Germans, can the preai gifts of their spirit be given their
rightful place in world culwure, without fear of further outbursts.
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TODAY. of an autumn eveniog, an old man stands on
the terrace of Heidelberg Castle, looking down into the valley.
Behind him the red ruins loom into the dusk, symbols of German
architecture, destroyed by a French conqueror, overgrown since
then by three hundred years of dark-green ivy, and now a prom-
ontory of German romanticism. The history of the struggles be-
tween Germany and France leoms in this symbol, set against Ger
many's loveliest spot.

‘The old man with the domed brow, a philosopher and musician
like the best Germans, Jooks thoughtfully down to the river at his
feet, its waters rushing serenely toward the three stone arches of
the Old Bridge. It is the River Neckar. Here it has become a bread
stream, though just now, a bare mile upstream, it was forang its
narrow course through the mountains. How quickly the river be.
came transformed, almost like Germany! Yonder the vineyards
climb the hill in terraced array. That hill to the leit of the Neckar
is called the Ednigstuhl; over to the right, at half-height, runs the
Philosopher’s Path; again the two Germanys scund in the names.

Locking over the walls, the philosopher sees below a square
white building - the University, the oldest in Germany. It has
been more than five centuries and a half sioce the first teachers
there held forth before their students. Since then a hundred spien-
did heads, the brows of true thinkers, have bent over their studies
and experiments in the littde houses between the vineyards or che
cld homes of the inner aty —all for the sake of wisdom. Down
there, in that narrow, crooked strest, Bunsen explored the substance
of the stars, and at last found the solar spectrum. At the same time,
but a few blocks away, Helmholtz calculated the wave-lengths of
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sound and light, and for the first time penetrated the hitherto closed
sancinary of the eye with his speculum,

Thoughtfully the mind of the old sage roves over the ancient
roofs. Over there, where they come close together and some sill
exhibit varicolored tiles, must have been the house where Luther
met the humanists while the youthful, pale Melanchthon stood by
and worshiped the valiant monk. Here where the old one of the
domed brow sat hiroself, the shadow of Goethe had fallen, for here
Goethe’s youthful heart had lived through its Sturm und Drang,
when, filled with love and wanderlust, he hesitated between writ-
ing and action before he left his fatherland for the first time. Here
he had sat again forty years later by the side of the exquisite Mari-
anng, rejuvenated in her presence, picking up a chestrut and
writing an immortal poem abeur it.

For verily, in this southern corner of Germany a few chestnuts
ripen —not many and only in sheltered spots, but just enough to
fill a German with the ancient yearning for the South,

Far to the West, close to the setting sun, one can barely make
out the shadow of four towers — the old man, his eyes undimmed
by study, can even discern the two domes. That is the Cathedral of
Speyer and there, he knows, lie buried many German Emperors who,
all of therm, strove southward to the chestnuts. And now comes the
mornent when the setting sun illuminates the Rhine, into which the
Neckar flows. Not far away from there lies the spot where Ariovigiug
answered Caesar with the speech that inwroduces this book. It is
almost 25 though German history were spreading away under the
terrace of the old castle.

But now that the philosopher turns hemeward — for it is grow-
ing chilly — ke makes out a heap of rubble over in the newer east-
ern part of town. That was a British bomber that came flying re-
cently to pay back the attack of the Germans in their week-long
battle. Once British students sat there beneath the white dome,
learning from the Iips of German scholars many things they could
not find at home — above all the German lznguage with its won-
drous sound. Perhaps it was one of those studeats who had now come
back as an airplane pilot.
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Beethoven

— Where are they? the old man ponders, crushing his hat as
though he fears his thoughts can be read beneath it He strides
toward his tiny, ancient reom. — Where are they now, the times of
German Humanism that flourished in this towe from Luther to
Goethe and Helmholtz? Where is the glory of the German name?
Where the freedomn of research? Where youth's thirst for learning?
Where are the boats with their colorful lanterns, with the merry old
student songs drifting up against the town and the hill? Over in the
Cathedral the Emperors rest from their Roman pilgrimages that
brought such fateful suffering to themselves and the Germans. Far
away rest the reformers who centuries ago were permirted to speak
what today is forbidden to their descendancs, Deserted lie the labo-
ratories, for youth has marched inw faraway lauds te mow down
#lien peoples. In the libraries stand the works of Kant, handed down.
by the fathers, now nunread and unloved, for he has nothing to say
to this German age. Only the Rhine has remained the self-same
stream as in Siepfried’s times; and when the Germans dream, chey
hear the “Lorelei”

Night has broken over the old Neckar town, over Getmany. The
old man has come home — he gazes before him in resignation. Now
he opens the piano and plays the last Sonata of Beethoven,
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