










July 1914

the times and the people and such a spirit could not pervade the

State power with impunity. How could the generals, who that same

year took the field generals harboring such sentiments be ex-

pected to know the man in the trenches, and how could the man
in the trenches be expected to know his leaders? What if such

generals now took over political control as well, if amid all the

war danger an entire nation were led by men who approved the

acquittal of Zabern? The uncompromising attitude of War Min-

ister von Falkenhayn in this matter won the special favor of the

Kaiser; and without Zabern, von Falkenhayn would not have

become Chief of the High Command within a few months.

But the German tragedy is not exhausted by pointing out the

contrast between people and leaders it only begins there. There

was a conflict that went far deeper. It too followed from German

insecurity and boastfulness, as symbolized by the Kaiser.

For one month, from June 28 to July 28, 1914, William had incited

his allies, his ambassadors, even his Chancellor, to war. In countless

marginal notes he had expressed his orders and at the same time his

moods in a towering rage induced by the assassination of the Aus-

trian Archduke, whom William heartily disliked, but in whom he

saw a symbol of his own divine mission. The Kaiser had expressed

no emotional reaction on the occasion of the assassination of the

French President Carnot, but the most violent indignation when

an attempt was made upon King Umberto. Now he was deeply

injured and wrote: "Now or neverl We must clean up the Serbs!"

At the same time he was impelled by the desire to appear as the

strong man the same desire that had made him hide his own

physical handicap all his life. He knew that his generals regarded
him as cowardly while they regarded the Crown Prince as a hero,

even though the latter's victories had mostly taken place ex-

clusively in boudoirs. Another factor was that William's character

tolerated only weak and devoted ministers, such as Bethmann-

Hollweg. Had affairs of state in July 1914, instead of being in the

hands of the humble Bethmann-Hollweg, the spiteful Isvolsky and

the criminal Count Berchthold, been handled by three other men
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Power of War Machines

who had been in power before and who were still available

Biilow, Witte and Tisza the World War would ha.ve been avoided,

at least at that time and under those particular circumstances.

The German noblemen who first sought, then made, next con-

ducted, and finally lost the war, gave the most striking demonstra-

tion of their inherited incapacity at its very outbreak. After three

hundred years of monopolizing the privileges of ambassadorships
and cabinet posts, they were not even capable at the decisive mo-

ment of conducting negotiations such as every experienced busi-

nessman takes in his stride. Count Pourtal&s, the German Am-
bassador in St. Petersburg, had been wired the text of a declara-

tion of war from Berlin in two versions, for two different con-

tingencies; but to be on the safe side, he handed them both to

the Russian Minister, written on the same piece o paper. At the

same hour the members of the Austrian Embassy in St. Petersburg

waited beside their packed trunks, expecting the arrival of their

own declaration of war at any moment. A coded telegram finally

came. When officials had decoded the telegram, the Ambassador

tensely read to the excited listeners: "Vienna, August i, 1914. Her

Excellency, Countess Berchthold, requests that the long-ordered

Russian chocolate not be forgotten.*' (Reported to the present

author by an eyewitness.)

On that day the Kaiser had already lost the game. The further

he had gone, the more his nervous character had begun to vacillate.

A true actor, he had inspired himself to battle and a hero's death,

with the certainty in the back of his mind that he would be called

upon to die only on the stage, not in reality. Thus when the Serbs

had almost entirely accepted the Vienna ultimatum, the Kaiser

was relieved and wrote: "This removes any reason for warl" It

was too late. The Viennese counts had mapped out a fine campaign
and would not do without it. For forty years the annual maneuvers

and test mobilizations had painted the shadows against the wall.

Now the specters came down from, their walls and tottered about

Europe. Even in St. Petersburg and Paris there were war parties

that had long waited for their hour. For three days William vainly

417



"Let Us Give Thmks to God!"

fired one warning message after the other at his Vienna allies and

Berlin generals. The machine was stronger, and he was not strong

enough to shut the door on it with a single powerful move and

to pocket the key. In that event he would have had to fear de-

thronement by the party of the Crown Prince.

When all was over, he attributed all the guilt to others, after the

fashion of weak men, writing that "Slavic treachery, Latin ar-

rogance, truly British perfidy" bore the guilt for the war; the

real culprit was King Edward, "who even in death is stronger than

I who am alive!" The Kaiser, in whom the world saw the King
of the Huns, actually went into the World War a desperate man.

With tragic countenance he stood on the balcony of his palace,

calling out a few words to the citizens of Berlin. But the crowd

down below did not sing the Deutschland song, nor the Imperial

Anthem, nor an old army song; it struck up an ancient Lutheran

hymn that would have been more suitable for the end of a war,

and that began: "Let us give thanks to God, with heart and hand

and voices!" Two generations before, in March 1848, the rebellious

crowd before the same palace had sung: "Jesus, shepherd of my
soul!"
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JL HE COURSE of the World War will not be related

here. In that war the German character emerged in its best form

brave, obedient, willing to make sacrifices. The German people
suffered less destruction of homes than the French, for the enemy

virtually never stood on their soil. On the other hand, they were in

greater want, for they sat inside a fortress, and in the second half of

the war they literally starved. While death took its toll from every

family of the two nations, inwardly both felt morally secure, that

is to say, innocently attacked. The German middle class and work-

ing class can hardly be blamed for believing such a thing in the

beginning. But even if the German people must share the guilt for

the outbreak of the war, since they left their government to a small

class, they are innocent of the war's protracted duration. After

the destruction of the International, the workers lacked the means

for forcing peace. When they attempted to do so, they were com-

pelled to recognize that they were powerless, reduced to mere

numbers.

Only the individual was able to sacrifice himself as a symbol.

Karl Liebknecht did so, going to the penitentiary because two

years after the outbreak of the War he distributed leaflets in Berlin

stating that Germany should fight only in its own defense the

very aim the Government had proclaimed to be its own. As early as

the year 1917 two hundred thousand workers went on strike in

Berlin, only to be brought to their knees by means of violence and

martial law. Late in 1917, when Russian voices, especially that of

Trotsky, spread throughout the world from Brest-Litovsk, the Ger-

mans too were deeply affected. Early in 1918, a million and a half

workers went on strike in Austria and Germany, Their only de-
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The War Lord Is Bored

mand was that all conquest should be renounced, and on the

basis of such a formula Germany could then still have obtained

an honorable peace. Dreadful penalties were imposed and among
them there was a new one that served more than anything else to

shatter the heroic theory of the war. Those found guilty were

transported from the factories to the battlefield. What heretofore

had been a matter of conscience and honor now became degrada-

tion.

The Supreme War Lord was now rarely in evidence. After thun-

dering and raging for twenty-five years, he now sat in boredom in

some palace, a field-gray uniform the only evidence of his participa-

tion in the war for which he was responsible. While the world

characterized him as a second Attila, he lived in pale retirement

beyond the zone of danger and decision. The main concern of the

hostile war lords at the time was to spare each other. It was agreed

that neither was to bombard the other's Headquarters. Even the

Fleet, the main cause of the war, was held in port for four years

by the anxious Kaiser, and when it finally emerged on one occasion,

the Kaiser gave orders that it should no longer be permitted to

depart the next day. All the people learned about him was that,

while all the Germans had to surrender their copper heirlooms, he

had a copper bathtub built into his special train; and, further-

more, that at a time when Germans got no more than two eggs a

month, the Kaiser was content with a plain wartime fare of three

courses each for luncheon and dinner.

The basic reason for the Kaiser's eventual surrender of power was

his fear of revolts to come. In keeping with his education and out-

look, he soon retired to the protection of his generals, to secure him-

self from his subjects.

The fact that it happened to be General von Hindenburg
*

who was put at the head of the Army, and thus later of the Reich,

was the consequence of a fateful accident that cost the German

people two of the greatest defeats in their history. For it was

* The author follows the analysis given in his book Hindenburg (The John
C. Winston Company, Philadelphia, 1935).
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Enter Hindenburg md Ludmdorff

Hindenburg who as a person and a dictator lost the World War,

and who as a person and a president called in the Nazis.

At the beginning of the war, when Hindenburg was called from

retirement, he was a long-superannuated general of sixty-six years.

A Junker, and the son of East-Prussian landowners who had been

officers for centuries, he was at the same time a descendant of her-

ring fishermen and gravediggers, for one of his grandfathers had

made the misstep of marrying a commoner. Thus it happened
that one of his great-grandfathers was a giant grenadier standing
at attention at the gates of the Potsdam palace, while another great-

grandfather, a Junker, descended from his carriage in front of the

palace. A great-grandmother of Hindenburg the wife of the

grenadier was a washerwoman at the court and may well have

washed the clothes another great-grandmother wore to the court

ball. Hindenburg's mother was passionately proud of her an-

cestryin the year 1848 she hid and saved the King's flag and

she brought up the boy in an atmosphere of marked hostility to the

people. But the all-important quality without which his later career

cannot be understood, his height of six feet one inch, was in-

herited not from the Junkers, but from his grenadier ancestor.

As a lieutenant he was in Paris in 1871 and then entered Berlin

by way of the Brandenburg Gate, riding in the triumphant pro-

cession behind his King. Subsequently he passed through the

prescribed career of a dutiful troop leader, without ever attract-

ing any notice. Such a man was now needed, to be placed above

General Ludendorff, who was known as a strategist but regarded
as too young, much as organizations like to place an old gentleman
as honorary president above the executive secretary.

Though they had enjoyed a similar education, Hindenburg and

Ludendorff are distinct from, and supplementary to, each other,

because of their characters and the dominant impressions of their

youth. All witnesses speak of Hindenburg's character and Luden-

dorffs spirit; none put it the other way. No one records any original

idea, either professionally or personally, on the part of Hinden-

burg; and no one allows Ludendorff the slightest friendly trait.

What Hindenburg brought into the partnership was an imper-
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A Comparison

turbable disposition, and this was opposed by a wealth of ability

possessed only by the other partner. Foch said of the two: "Luden-

dorff, c'est un gdntral; Hindenburg, (test un patriote"

Their physical appearance expressed the contrast. Beside the

rugged Hindenbuig, who seemed as though carved of wood and

who was born to inspire respect, the much smaller though by no

means slender Ludendorff appeared ill-proportioned. This pair

lacked the fine physical contrast offered by Siddngen and Hutten.

Hindenburg, in good health until his seventieth and then again

until his eighty-seventh year, slept, ate and moved all his life in

a carefully tested rhythm, never broken by his work, not even

during the war; while Ludendorff, who shortly before the war had

fallen ill of exhaustion, with his pale complexion and sagging

cheeks showed during the war the traces of his tremendous labors,

unrelieved by sports or recreation. Ludendorff was never at rest,

never satisfied.

No one ever saw Hindenburg excited, or Ludendorff laughing.

Whether innate skepticism had extinguished in Ludendorff every

feeling except ambition, or whether his fatalism increased as he

pondered more and more deeply the problem of man, it is certain

that Ludendorff believed in nothing, and, therefore, that he relied

on luck.

Hindenburg, on the other hand, built his life upon faith in God
and the King who had been instituted by God. He began or con-

cluded every army order by invoking God; and after every im-

portant decision he added: "May God be with us!"

Both men, in different ways, brought with them from the cadet

corps traits that made them eminent second-raters the one qual-

ities, the other abilities, the one steadfastness, the other knowledge;
both of them endurance and a sense of duty, and both of them

incorruptible integrity. But to command ten millions and guide

sixty-five millions took an understanding of the world and a knowl-

edge of Europe things that are acquired beyond the purlieus of a

General Staff; over and above service and duty it took, moreover, a

few gifts with which only geniuses are born inspiration, fire, im-

agination.
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Well-Coupled

Age, physical size and temperament excluded all sense of jeal-

ousy in the case of the older man, and the younger was shrewd

enough to leave the glory to the other, for his ambitions ran more

to power than to fame. True, afterward he claimed all the glory

for himself.

In no other pair did this relationship between Commander in

Chief and Chief of Staff, based entirely on their personalities, take

so felicitous a form.

LudendorfFs superiority by no means implies that his was the

sole responsibility. Hindenburg never denied his own share. While

Hindenburg received the full measure of LudendorfFs glory, he

loyally bore also the full brunt of LudendorfFs errors. True, he

had not sought power, but he stuck by the orders he signed; and

it would mean darkening the picture of Hindenburg's character

if one were to attribute to Ludendorff alone any of the decisions

that later determined the fate of Germany.
It was legend that set the two generals apart. For reasons that

are deeply rooted in the German character, the people lifted only

the one into a fame he owed entirely to the other. Without that

legend the war might have taken a different course, and the issue

too might have been different. The dangerous consequences of

this legend sprang truly from the people, and thus must fall back

upon the people, who sought a leader in their own image.

The first cause of the legend was the victory at Tannenberg. It

was the first German victory of the entire war a victory of the

kind the people understand: the enemy enveloped, his army de-

stroyed, more than a hundred thousand men captured. Everyone

asked: Who was this victor?

The first thing the Germans learned was that he was of giant

stature, as strong as Siegfried, and at the same time as gentle as a

child a rough shell surrounding a tender heart. His head was

ideally suited to be cast in plaster and confectionery the calm

eye, the mighty mustache, the carved soldier's countenance, ap-

pealed to everyone; for they showed him to be at once old, aristo-

cratic and forceful huge, grizzled and sentimental. When they

heard that he had at first been crossed off the active list, the Germans
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The Legend Hindenburg

were fully happy. To be misunderstood and at the same time to be

pure in heart that spoke to the heart. Added to this was the

melodious name with which he signed himself for the first time

after the Battle of Tannenberg leaving out the "von Benecken-

dorff." Thus he combined all that the Germans needed for wor-

shipauthority and calm, the visible impact of the man who

commands and the invisible appeal of the husband and father.

What little he had said so far had pleased the people; and when

he said "The war agrees with me like a watering cure," he completely

captured his soldier nation.

Since Ludendorff lacked all these qualities he was neither tall,

nor aristocratic, nor old, nor a happy father nor a tender heart in

a rough shell, but on the contrary all sinister passion and ambition

he was honored by the Germans as one of those necessary persons

who, like a prince consort, are indispensable for the preservation of

the institution. And since he was not in supreme command, he

withdrew even officially before the authority the Germans wor-

ship.

It was widely written and believed that the new general had

engaged in careful study at Tannenberg. Actually he merely en-

tered a battle that was already under way and for whose continua-

tion Ludendorff alone was responsible. General Hoffmann, Luden-

dorff's right hand, said later that after he read that Hindenburg had

won the victory at Tannenberg, he no longer believed it was

Hannibal who won the victory at Cannae.

Within a few months Hindenburg had displaced the Kaiser in

the popular mind. The Kaiser's restlessness and speechmaking had

been tolerated for a long time; but now at last there was an even-

tempered man who always kept his own weighty counsel. All this

was new in German history and could hardly be compared with

Bismarck.

This legend, which took form in the fall of 1914, had the

greatest influence on the ensuing fifteen years of German history;

indeed, it determined the war and the history of the Republic.
Since Hindenburg had in the beginning achieved victory in a real

battle, the people expected him alone to win victory in the war,
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A German Hero

relinquishing that hope not even after the defeat. This was In

keeping with the German character, which likes to see matters of

intellect transformed into matters of emotion, putting less faith

in genius than in character and recognizing its ideal wherever

simplicity prevails.

It is only occasionally that the Germans permit themselves to be

dazzled by another type the histrionic type of William II and

Hitler.
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JL HE TWO generals ruled for two years. It was the

first time in German history that dictatorship was exercised, not

by princes, but by a Junker and a commoner. When Hindenburg
and Ludendorff in August 1916 took over command of the Army,
Bismarck's Constitution virtually ceased to be in force. A situation

arose similar to the one today only then it was the Army that

protected the leaders, while today it is the Party. The dictatorship

was fourfold. The two imposed a new war plan directed toward the

West. They short-circuited Chancellor and Minister of the Interior

by transferring to the military commandants of the provinces the

rights of arrest, censorship and propaganda. They organized the

economy of the entire Reich; and finally they passed on war aims,

peace offers, armistices. For all these varied tasks, with the exception
of the war plan, the two men lacked all knowledge and experience.

Unlike the present Nazi leaders, they had no seven years of experi-

ence to draw on. Thus they faced the same problems with the same

power at their command but with far less ability.

One other difference was that the Reichstag continued to be a

factor. At first the good little boys had been sent home, after doing
their job of authorizing billions. A kind of truce had been arranged

among the parties. The German people gave this the romantic

name of Burgfrieden (feudal peace) , but the generals called it a

"state of siege." In London, Paris and Rome the parliaments were

in session, but in Berlin and Vienna they were closed brief sessions

were held for the sole purpose of authorizing new funds. "Politics

has got to shut up in wartime" this pithy phrase from the lips

of their Soldier King appealed to all the Germans, since they prefer

dying for their country to thinking for it. But still a handful gathered
and sought to gain influence, at first by means of petitions and dele-
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Ruthless U-Boats

gations. The difference of opinion that in these years separated the

dictators, generals and Junkers on the one hand, and the repre-

sentatives of the Left parties on the other, concerned a negotiated

peace, which could have been obtained from the Allies on two or

three occasions. The dictators opposed this because they and heavy

industry were out for conquest.

When they no longer knew how to carry on, they decided, in

January 1917, on a new form of U-boat warfare in order to blockade

Britain. Unhesitatingly they called it by a name that revealed its

true purpose "ruthless" U-boat warfare. People who knew America

warned of its entry into the war, whereupon a Junker in the

Reichstag said: "The Americans can neither swim nor fly what

can they do to us?" Even the Chancellor got up his courage to warn

against this decision. The very first day of the war the Kaiser had

vested him with a high army commission, to spare him the em-

barrassment of having to appear before the Reichstag in civilian

garb naked, as it were. But when the Chancellor now appeared
at General Headquarters, with its shining medals, resolute ex-

pressions and whispered voices, he yielded at once and, together

with the Vice Chancellor, signed the document he had just declared

to be fraught with mortal danger. Here is the story of Luther all

over again, though it must be said that, even before this, Bethmann-

Hollweg had never betrayed signs of intellectual courage. Yet it

is the story of Luther because the German relinquishes his con-

victions in the face of 1

authority, especially when he spies red

stripes along the trouser seams. The surrender of these civilian offi-

cials and the silence of the party leaders proved that the dictators

had no need at all to seize power. Power fell into their hands

because, while there was political talent in Germany, there was no

"civil courage."

In July 1917 the Deputies roused themselves and a Reichstag

majority adopted a declaration according to which negotiations

with the enemy were to be sought. To bring these civilians back to

reason, the dictators and even the Kaiser now came to Berlin. Twice

the generals met with the Deputies. When such crises occur in

other lands, it is usual for the generals to appear before the cabinet
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Deputies before Generals

or the parliament. Here was a historical moment when the generals

had to answer for their actions to the representatives of the people,

who represented the majority.

But the German people, represented by this dozen men, had al-

ready lost the game at the outset. Instead of receiving the generals

in the Reichstag, the Deputies called at the General Staff Building,

where they were admitted by twos and threes, like families visiting

the dentist. All questions about a quick peace were turned aside

by the dictators, who pointed to the necessity for holding Belgium,

and coal mines, ore deposits and grain provinces in the East and

West.

The next day the Kaiser for the first time saw the representatives

of democrats and Socialists heretofore he had seen them only

at a distance at the front, a gray mass. Now he derided the Deputies,

who had been invited by a Minister to meet him, spoke frivolously

of a second Punic War he was preparing against the British, and

concluded with the words: "Where the Guards put in their ap-

pearance, there can be no democracy!" Thus ran the meeting be-

tween two worlds. No representative of the people dared utter a

word. King and Junkers laughed at workers and commoners.

When, around Christmas 1917, a peace without annexations was

sought with the Bolshevists, the dictators dispatched a general who
demanded cession of the occupied territories and of a "Corridor"

inhabited by two million Poles. Negotiations were broken off, and

hostilities resumed for a brief while. There followed a German-

dictated peace with cession of Livonia "and Estonia. Soon after-
'

ward, in the spring of 1918, came the second dictated peace in

Bucharest. Rumanian oil, grain, railways, were to remain in German
hands for ninety-nine years; the country was to be occupied for

five years all the terms of the sort the Germans characterized as "a

shameful peace of slavery" when they were imposed upon themselves

the following year. At the same time the dictators continued at the

front what Foch called "the strategy of the buffalo" frontal of-

fensives against a superior enemy, to which another half-million

Germans fell victims. As l^te as August 1918, when Hindenbuig
had given up all hope of success, he continued the war, rather than
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Strategy of the Buffalo

averting disaster by prompt negotiations as he had been advised to

do. The dictators have on their conscience every single German

who fell needlessly during the last three months of the war. On
the occasion of the crucial session at Headquarters they kept from

the Ministers all the confidential statements they had previously

made among themselves concerning the hopelessness of the war.

Indeed, Hindenburg had expunged from the minutes even the one

sentence that did not sound quite heroic enough. The dictators de-

ceived the political leaders about the true situation, as bankrupts
sometimes doctor their balance sheets. Whereupon the Ministers de-

sisted from their demands, on the grounds "of having to bow be-

fore the greatest general produced by this war."
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SUDDENLY, late in September 1918, Ludendorff threw

his cards on the table and declared that he must have an armistice

within twenty-four hours. Like all the other documents, this one

too is signed by Hindenburg. Thus it was he who was the first to

demand a precipitate that is to say, a disastrous armistice.

But in this moment, when all was lost, the dictators discovered

the blessings of democracy. Now that the Germans had been

beaten, they were ordered to govern themselves henceforth. Now
that their leaders could no longer conceal the bankruptcy, and

needed someone to liquidate the insolvent firm, the German people
were granted the representative government they had three times

vainly sought during the nineteenth century. The desperate situa-

tion was communicated to a few party leaders, who now, at Hinden-

burg's behest, were to obtain an armistice within twenty-four hours.

The Deputies were stunned witnesses describe how they turned

pale and burst into tears. But none rose up to reject responsibility

for negotiation. Why, on this occasion, did courage fail the men
who had been counseling peace for a year or two? Why did they not

toss back the ball and leave the conclusion of a disastrous treaty

to the Kaiser, the dictators, the Junker class? The day of reckoning
had come. Now or never Germany could become a people's State!

But this time too, in the early days of October 1918, nothing of

the kind occurred. With heavy heart, but without offering objec-

tion, the innocent took over the mandate of the guilty. A dozen

citizens whom no one had consulted when war was declared or when
it was culpably continued the very people who had not been per-
mitted to partake of the meal now had to reach into their pockets
and pay the bill. Prince Max of Baden, weakly and ailing, but one
of the last of the knights, was named Chancellor, He refused to
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Democracy Is Ordered to Obey
cable Wilson precipitately. Addressing a few questions to the dic-

tators, he received the reply that all was over. The Junkers were

suddenly invisible. The workers and commoners were to govern
now their hour had struck at last. "I shall be glad to work with

Herr Ebert," the Kaiser declared. "I have nothing against Social

Democracy. Only the name needs to be changed/' Prince Max of

Baden, the Chancellor, meanwhile became a democrat perhaps
he was one previously. He formed the bridge between the two Ger-

manys, doing what he could.

Yet even at this point the Kaiser had not yet signed the new
Constitution. It was his nature to evade such a formulation. The
new Foreign Minister urged him and later described how the

Kaiser, who wanted to change for dinner, left the paper unsigned
on the table, turning to the door. For four long years, Junkers and

generals had kept the German people from assuming their share in

government for four years permitting them to shed their blood

but not to offer advice. What the Kaiser had refused for thirty

years ^control
of the government by the people was now to be

wrested from him by a dreadful collapse. "On the table," writes

Minister Hintze, "lay the decree of the All-Highest, dated the goth.

I followed H. M. to the door and repeated that the formation of a

new government depended on his signature. The Kaiser turned

around, strode to the table and signed the decree."

In such casual fashion was German democracy established. Be-

cause it was handed down from on high, rather than won in

struggle, it lacked inner strength and disintegrated within a few

years.

It began with a blunder the negotiations with Wilson, with

whom an exchange of notes took place during October. Thus the

distorters of history were able to offer the next generation the

spectacle of democrats losing a war which they apparently had

undertaken else why should they have liquidated it in defeat?

Under the impact of these impressions a few small sections of the

people and the Army rose up in rebellion at first sailors in Kiel

and Wilhelmshafen, then Socialists in Munich, Franconia, and
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The Crash

finally Berlin too. There was a similar movement in Vienna, for

the Hapsburg Empire was likewise beaten and disintegrating. None

demanded the head, nor in the beginning even the throne, of the

Kaiser. The sailors' demands were pathetic rather than terrifying.

The troops had embodied the main cause of their dissatisfaction

in this verse: "Equal food and equal pay, and the war would long

have seen its day!" What they demanded was merely that officers

were not to be better fed than the privates. What must the common

soldier have thought when as late as 1918 he encountered artistically

lithographed menus at certain tables? The knife used for the "stab

in the back," veterans later said, must have included a corkscrew,

a can-opener, and an ice-pick. True, in the battles of the final

summer, the older soldiers, weary unto death, occasionally greeted

the younger replacements with the expletive: "Strike-breakers!"

For several years they had seen for themselves and heard the stories

that passed from mouth to mouth. When they returned in tatters,

the well-cared-for officers at the base greeted them as "front swine";

almost none of the thousands of reserve officers were permitted to

move up into higher staff positions. The callowest lieutenant was

permitted to roar at every veteran reservist indeed, only because

the Army had been trained in Prussian discipline for two centuries

did it not rise in revolution right at the front. Not until early

November did sections of the working class demand a republic.

At once the dictators resolved to fight no longer against France

but against Germany. The armistice, after all, was being taken

care of by the democrats; and as for the Reichstag, instead of re-

maining in permanent session day and night, it had voluntarily ad-

journed for a holiday on October 26. As late as November 8, there

were discussions with the Kaiser concerning a march on Berlin,

officially called "Operation against the Homeland."

But now came the moment against which the dying Bismarck

had warned the Kaiser. The officers broke ranks. After three cen-

turies of unprecedented privileges enjoyed by their families, none
was found ready to die for his King. In vain the Kaiser cast about.

He had dismissed Ludendorff a short while before. Hindenburg
told him that the Army would no longer take orders. Knowing
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that his pusillanimous master was merely looking for a way out,

the faithful vassal remained at the Kaiser's side, stolid and almost

lifeless.

When Wilson's notes demanded abdication, and the same cry

rose in Berlin, the new Chancellor, in daily and finally half-hourly

telephone calls, asked for the Kaiser's abdication. On November 9,

when the Chancellor had been half-heartedly assured of William's

abdication "as German Emperor," he announced total abdication

in Berlin. He could not have acted otherwise, for only under this

condition did the leaders of the workers agree to make the transition

without bloodshed. Without bloodshed, that is, after two million

Germans had fallen in a lost war.

To the last hour, the Kaiser clung to his illusions, strutting the-

atrically before the glowing embers in the fireplace, But while

declaring that he would march against the homeland tomorrow,

he was already watching his special train standing ready outside the

window his sturdy power steed, white and gold, always ready to

carry him out into the world, even if there could be no return now.

To his son he declared: "Never!" But all knew that he would leave

the next day. In the end he told the adjutant, who grew more and

more insistent: "Very well, if it must be; but not before tomorrow

morning." Whereupon dinner was served for six in the special

train.

When the son appeared the following morning, the father had

disappeared by car. At dawn William had fled to the Netherlands,

compelled to wait for six hours in a little corrugated iron waiting-

room on the border before being admitted to exile.

That noon the news of the Revolution in Berlin reached St.

Petersburg, where the German Ambassador, Count Mirbach, read

the wire aloud at the table. The gentlemen turned pale as they

looked at each other, laying aside their forks. Most deeply terrified

of all, however, was the servant in attendance, a German soldier.

He must have felt that at this moment he alone represented the

German people and w,as called upon to do something. Should he

cry out "Long live the Republic!"? Should he smash a plate? In
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his predicament, he decided that it would be safe to discard his white

gloves. (Report of an eyewitness to the author.) So the German

people continued to serve, bare-handed.

Other Republics have been founded under the stress of lost wars.

Revolutionary France, in 1871, had to liquidate the war its Em-

peror had lost. The difference there lay in the will of the new

French Republic to exclude the abdicated dynasty and class from

power. Until this war the expelled families were banished from

France. If the reverse was true in Germany, this was the result not

of a bad peace but of the German character.

For with all its faults the Peace of Versailles was far milder thari

the two peace treaties the Germans had imposed upon their van-

quished foes, Russia and Rumania, a year earlier. It was far milder,

too, than it would have been without WiLon, who had risen to

the status of moral ruler of the world. The treaty fills an entire

book. If one wanted to condense it into a single paragraph, the

essential provisions of the Treaty of Versailles might be given as

follows:

Germany ceded Alsace-Lorraine to France; Posen, in former

times taken from Poland, came back to Poland; a little corner in the

West to Belgium; Danzig became a Free City; Memel went to

Lithuania. In Upper Silesia and Slesvig plebiscites were to be held.

Thus Germany's outright loss in Germany consisted only in the re-

turn to their former owners of regions with foreign populations
seven million out of sixty-five million inhabitants. The left bank of

the Rhine and the Saar region were to be occupied for fifteen years
and the Saar had to determine its own future by plebiscite. For

thirty miles eastward of the Rhine fortifications were to be razed.

There were to be large-scale deliveries in kind ships, cattle, coal,

railway equipment. There were to be reparations for war damage,
in an amount that could not yet be fixed. There was to be dis-

armament down to a level of 100,000 men, 15,000 marines, and a

small navy. The German Colonies were taken over, to be controlled,

under the League of Nations, by different mandataries.

Nearly all this was in keeping with the principles Wilson had laid
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down for an armistice. There should have been a plebiscite in

Alsace; veterans' pensions should not have been calculated as part of

reparations; and German disarmament should have been followed

by general disarmament. These and some smaller ones were the

mistakes.

But the Allies' greatest blunder was that they did not dispatch, the

day after the armistice, a ship with food for the starving German

children. Both Churchill and Lloyd George have assured the present

author that they literally sought to do so the very first day, "but the

country was too deeply imbued with hatred of the Germans." At

the time, such a gesture would have won the hearts of millions of

Germans, especially the mothers.

The moderation of the Treaty of Versailles becomes extremely

tangible when one compares the demands France made of defeated

Germany in 1919 with the demands made in 1940 by Germany of

defeated France. No more need be said.

None of the Versailles terms were intolerable for Germany. The
eastern regions were quite unpopular. The present author, who was

born there, near the border, was occasionally asked whether the

region was not already in Russian Poland. Strasbourg is neither

German nor French, but Alsatian. That was why it disliked the

forty-seven years under French rule as much as it did the twenty

years under German. Lorraine is so predominantly French that

Bismarck did not desire to annex it. Both provinces could have

formed and still can form only the kind of miniature principality of

which there are half a dozen in Europe. The only border concept
that has remained dear to German hearts is the Rhine. The Rhine

has remained German.

The error of Versailles lies in the disarmament of one part only.

To be disarmed alone, while all around the guns gleamed that

was too much for the strongest warrior nation. The German move-

ment for vengeance was not founded in iron and coal to be re-

conquered; it sprang solely from the German sense of honor an

honor conceived to be equal to the honor of the sword. That is a

consequence of the thousand-year-old evolution we have here traced.

The German feels that he loses his honor, together with his sword,
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only when other nations are at the same time allowed to keep their

swords.

Yet had the Germans been allowed to keep their arms and all

their towns and provinces had not a village been taken nor

a single cannon a Hitler would have arisen, not after fifteen

but after five years; for revenge for the defeat was deep in their

blood.

Nevertheless, in May 1919 Paris expected the conditions to be

rejected. Nothing would have been more natural. In Weimar sat

the representatives of the Republic under wretched circumstances,

amid a country that was still starving. Was their love of country

any the less because they were workers and commoners? Who can

be so bold as to say that one class is more patriotic than another?

Yes, the door was open to reject the peace proposals of Paris, as

Count Rantzau, a true nobleman, had done.

For the Germans had received two boons on which they had

no right to count after all these years Wilson and Lenin. The
one brought a doctrine of reconciliation, justice, and the League
of Nations. The other was the enemy of Germany's enemies, ready
to hasten to the aid of the new semi-Socialist sister Republic with

his rising Red Army. If Weimar actually loved nothing more ar-

dently than the fatherland, it must accept the unexpected ally, in

order to continue the war against the equally exhausted Allies.

But there was capital's fear of Communism; there was the hatred

of the leader of one sect for another; there was the fury of the

German Socialists over the fact that the Russians had liberated them-

selves by revolution rather than reform; there was the revulsion

in which the Catholic Center held these Russian atheists. These

motives of sentiment, hunger, property and resentment combined to

make the Germans accept a harsh peace rather than continue the

war by the side of the Bolshevists. Thus it came to pass that the

moderate Left accepted the sp-called "Slave Treaty," while the

nationalist Right, which bore the sole war-guilt, rejected it with a

grand gesture.

This proud "Nol" enabled Junkers, captains of industry and
later the Nazis to eke out their political lives for a decade.
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A FEW years after the upheaval a Prince of Prussia had

his house furnishings auctioned off. In the process, the flute of

Frederic the Great was to be put on the block. A group of Potsdam

officers resolved to preserve this relic for the House of Hohenzollern.

They attended the auction, and one of them said to the Prince:

"We shall not allow this treasure to fall into profane hands. We
shall array ourselves as one man before the flute of the Great King."
The Prince looked at them coldly and replied: "Had you rallied

round the King as resolutely as this on that November 9, the flute

would not have to be auctioned off in the first place."

The German Revolution introduced a curious phenomenon into

history. Officers and Junkers, vassals and paladins, broke faith with

the Kaiser when he departed. The only ones to keep faith with him
were the commoners, the people. Respectfully they appeared before

such of their princes as had not fled in the first panic, imploring
them with embarrassed mien to make good their departure. When
the Empress, surrounded by her grandchildren, in the palace at

Potsdam, heard soldiers drive up and remembered the capture of

the Czarina with terror, an emissary entered, stood at attention and

reported in military tones, as he had been taught:

"Your Majesty is under our protection. Everything is under

guard. We await Your Majesty's orders."

From none of the twenty-two German kings and princes or their

sons, nephews and cousins all in all there are supposed to have

been one hundred and twenty did a German soldier or worker

take anything. Not one of the thousands that made up court offi-

cialdom, high and low, was so much as touched.

It was the strangest revolution in history. In the end, Scheide-

mann proclaimed the bourgeois Republic from the Reichstag only
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because the more militant Liebknecht, twenty minutes earlier, had

proclaimed the Red Republic from the palace. It was a rivalry be-

tween balconies that decided Germany's fate that noon. Ebert was

"purple with rage" when he roared at his associate after the procla-

mation:

"You shouldn't have done that! Only the National Assembly

can pass upon the form of government!"

And then the mutineers, the sailors! When they refused to obey,

in the last days of October, it was only because after three years of

life in port they were suddenly ordered to seek action on the high

seas, though Hindenburg had pronounced the war to be ended.

As for their demands of November 5, they included release of their

imprisoned comrades, a guarantee that no unfavorable entry would

be made in their identification books, uniform food, freedom from

compulsory saluting when off duty, and finally a change in the

form of addressing officers, under which the third person, "Herr

Captain have ordered . . ." would be used only at the beginning,

and "you" could be substituted subsequently. These were the de-

mands of 80,000 sailors who had 3,000 officers on board and all the

guns under their control.

Order was so great among the workers' and soldiers' Councils

that Hindenburg himself recommended their support. A few hun-

dred undernourished sailors, who occupied the palace at Berlin

for a matter of weeks, suddenly found themselves without leadership
in the Imperial Cellars, which resembled a kind of Food Show, with

all the things that German noses had not smelled for four years. Did

they hurl themselves on the supplies and organize a feast? No,

they put a special Administrative Committee in charge, secured

the doors of these fifty-four subterranean chambers with sentries

armed with stink-bombs, continued to keep the careful accounts

left behind by the Lord Chamberlain, merely distributing daily
rations to their comrades. Later, when they set up machine guns
near the windows in the upper halls, they placed newspapers un-

derneath to protect the hardwood finish. After the palace had been

bombarded by their hostile fellows they arranged the rubble from
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the shattered walls in three heaps in the courtyard plaster, iron,

glass.

After the bombardment of Germany the citizens too were ar-

ranged in three heaps: the old power, the new power, and the

radicals. In this revolt the question was not which party had more

courage but which had more fear. The barricades were heaped up
not of stones and wagons but of dogmas; the arms were not guns
and cannon but voices and speeches. Thus there was a total absence

of that vital spark which has decided all revolutions. Only where

there was shooting against the radicals was this spark present;

and since there were two against one, this contributed heavily to-

ward the downfall of the Republic.

Here too the first steps were decisive. The German destiny was

shaped in these first weeks of the Republic. So long as the old op-

pressor still has fear, looks for a show of power or a metallic note,

he respects the new power; but standing in his place of conceal-

ment, straining his ears to listen and hearing nothing, he emerges

smilingly, gently nudges his comrade and says: "When there is

nothing to fear, there is something to be regained!"
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HAT TOOK place in Germany during these years?

What could have taken place?

A country in which for centuries the Junkers had epitomized the

legitimate power necessarily cultivated a desire for legitimacy in

place of a love of liberty. The German worker lost his Revolution,

not because he was too nationalist in sentiment, but because he was

too eager to "belong."
Thus the calm majority of the workers, like all of Germany four

years earlier, was forced into a war on two fronts, hurling itself

entirely against the one side, its own radical brethren, in the

hope of becoming stronger and being able to turn against the old

power after the radicals had been vanquished. Too late! The

auspicious moment had passed. The old power had meanwhile

regained its strengthl Such a dilemma may be called tragic; at any
rate, it is German.

The civilians had relieved the military aristocracy of the need

for negotiating the armistice, thereby preventing it from carrying
out any moral puige; now the actual conclusion of peace was even

more the burden of the civilians. Here a double shift arose. The

bourgeois circles and the conservative workers, who governed the

new State, in their speeches and manifestoes, their newspapers and

books, were forever indicting the enemy for his forcibly imposed
peace never those who were really guilty because for years they
had refused to entertain reasonable peace proposals. These latter

had been accustomed to rule for centuries; they were shrewder and
did not accuse the enemy, but instead the commoners, for having
signed the peace.
The moral and political consequences of LudendorfFs master-
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piece, shifting responsibility for the armistice, were tremendous.

Another factor in the failure of the Republic was the lack of talent

in the art of governing among the new parties. In fifty years of dic-

tatorship in the name, first, of Bismarck, then, of William and,

finally, of Ludendorff, the political talent handed down from the

time before 1848 and the ensuing conflicts necessarily languished.

The Junkers had not learned to govern, only to rule, and as true offi-

cers they knew how to provide for replacements and new blood. The

thirty or forty families that had been in effective command in Prussia

for some two hundred years took care that vitality and money
flowed to them from the State. They always sent a brother or cousin

into the Government, recalling the Genoese and Portuguese mer-

chants who once upon a time sent out one son with their sailing

fleets to bring home treasure they could then comfortably sell from

their offices. One Minister of Agriculture in Berlin was able to take

excellent care of hundreds of powerful Junkers along the Elbe or

Oder.

The new men who now came to help the millions of their party
comrades acted with dogmatic conviction, but did almost nothing
to prove to the outside world that Germany had changed, while

they did everything to prove to the home front that matters

were not as bad as all that. In constant struggle against their

radical brethren who aspired to a Socialist State, they sought to

carry on the traditions of the old world; they were much prouder

looking backward than looking forward, and they saw to it that

every measure for socialization disappeared in committee.
^

While neglecting to bring about the realiz^f
jj|n

of their ideas,

the new rulers made it easy for their enemies to bring back theirs.

The people had been excluded from high office for thirty years, and

thus the upheaval created a vacuum that could be overcome only

by retaining the old civil servants. The resistance of a privy coun-

cilor in his special sphere of work could not be broken, least of all

when it was a matter of salaries. It occurred to no one to give

the well-paid jobs to the commoners instead of the Junkers.

The old powers were startled at the sudden gust of air but

quickly reassured themselves and at once closed ranks again. The
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new powers showed such respect for freedom of speech that they

allowed the old to mock the new Government in their election ap-

peals only six weeks after the upheaval. They permitted the first

citizen of the land to be publicly libeled, and when the President

took the case to court, the judge, his face disfigured by saber scars,

reveled in moral condemnation of the head of the State.

When the daring step of instituting the new flag of black-red-and-

gold was finally taken, the old flag was retained for ships at sea,

which flew the new emblem only in the form of a jack on top.

Even at times when there was the gravest interference with the

State power in 1920, when the Government was compelled to

retire, and in 1922, when the leading Minister was assassinated

the Government failed to reach with a firm hand for the veteran

officers who had incited such acts.

All this became possible, not because the new rulers were per-

sonally of outstandingly weak character and could be personally in-

dicted, but because their German character after centuries of sub-

mission to authority consigned them to weakness. Their uncertainty

in society was stronger than their class feeling; yet years ago all of

them had taken the field with deep sincerity on behalf of their

class against the old social order.

The thing that counted was to acquire a few manners every

waiter masters within a few weeks, lest a smile curl the lips of an

aged Excellency whom the new rulers failed to impress. The first

President of the Reich, after a blameless life, suddenly at the age of

fifty began to learn riding, because in old Europe kings had to

appear before their people on horseback. Others acquired a sudden

taste for hunting. One fashionable society lady boasted of having
initiated a great Labor Minister into the higher secrets of love.

Instead of standing at the tractor of the new age, plowing their

fields, they gathered the straggling roses of the nineteenth century.

44*



12

H<LOW fantastically time surged on! New colors and

sounds were perceived, though indistinctly, even by those who fol-

lowed events merely with the roving eye and half-listening ear of the

newspaper reader!

Twenty-two princes had relinquished German thrones. At the

same time, having lost their land and power, they sought to save

their money. They preferred to have their august names sullied by
the humiliation of a "settlement," rather than renounce their mil-

lions for the benefit of a starving people preferred it, even though
such generosity would have been the best means for preparing their

return to power.
Ten thousand alien soldiers stood on the Rhine. Dusky Moroccans

aroused revulsion and at the same time fear on the part of fair-haired

women. To collect his debts, the neighbor to the West invaded the

land anew, and in a genuine surge of hatred the people, in leaderless

groups, began to engage in guerrilla warfare right amid the fac-

tories, as though they dwelt in the ravines of the Apennines.
For four years the blood of millions had been shed. Now gold

melted away in the wake of the holocaust. Gold, had long been in-

visible, represented by common paper; but now even paper lost

color, shrinking in value from one day to the next. People hastened

to squander the money the very hour it was received, lest it be with-

out value the next day. Everyone reached out for the currency of

one of the countries where all seemed still to be anchored firmly.

A new celebrity of short fame appeared on the German horizon:

a certain Stinnes, an Aryan and a coiner of patriotic slogans, whose

sharp eyes saw a few feet farther than others, at this time gathered
in the mountain of paper, selling it beyond the border. He bor-

rowed from the Government, paid the devalued loan a few months
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later, buying in return whatever fell into his hands ships, hotels,

railways, theaters, mines until he had forged the greatest gold

hoard and immense power from the collapse of his bankrupt people.

He even cheated the people of the inheritance tax before his death.

Thousands of young soldiers were recruited as had been the

fashion three hundred years ago. They marched east to the Russian

borderlands after booty and adventure, attempting to write in

blood the title to the fields they sought to settle, only to be beaten

back in the end. Returning empty-handed, they gave vent to their

disappointment in leagues directed against the new State. Savings

accounts melted away, insurance policies were null and void,

legacies ceased to exist. The distrust of each against all led to the

breaking of the oldest bonds. With new disasters bringing misery on

a thousand men of good will, blows rained down on the Jew who,

as a stranger to the country, was held to be the cause of it all, to be

wealthy and happy in every respect.

When the imposed reparations could not be paid, broad-

shouldered Americans appeared on the scene, figuring up billions

in endless conferences, houses of cards for future generations that

were to pay everything. And while the conferences squandered ad-

ditional hundreds of thousands on secretaries
1

hotel bills in efforts

to find a way out of the hunger of millions, suicides increased.

And yet, from such fantastic happenings the new rulers knew

not how to form a vision for the crowd! What distinguished the

democrats with all their integrity from those who ruled the Ger-

man people before, and have ruled them since, was their lack of

imagination. After the gray years of the war the crowd wanted

color; after the years of obedience it wanted ideas. Instead of emu-

lating, like the dictators after them, the colorful picture of Moscow,
with new emblems, new names and new sounds vividly bringing to

the crowd a picture of the new epoch, boredom yawned from the

programs. The basic program, with its two thousand words, con-

tained not a single word that was new or that held color and sound.

The worker was never given that sense of self-confidence that

made him feel: "I am the State." The citizen was shown nothing
that might have lured him. Rather than reviving Hutten or Engels,
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the name chosen by the radicals was taken from an ancient Roman
rebel, Spartacus, a name that appealed to no German ear. No new

songs and no new flag, no orator and no author, no dress and no

gesture shone forth in place of any of the old emblems of which

the masses had been deprived. And yet a State cannot exist for any

length of time without emblems, any more than it can exist without

ideas.

The old rulers noticed it, winked at each other, and began to

march through the land with cries of: "The Republic has sold our

honor!" At the same time they distorted the theory of Germany's
sole war-guilt, which no one accepted, into a theory of Germany's in-

nocence of the war. They began their work of telling the people that

they had neither started nor lost the war. The ruling victors failed

to intervene when such sentiments sounded from a hundred books

and speeches. No one evinced any desire to refuse the beaten troops

the title of "Unvanquished Army," if the people insisted on deceiv-

ing themselves. But the important result was overlooked, namely,
that a decade of such education was sufficient to plant in the hearts

of believing youth, not only the certainty of German innocence, but

also that of enemy malice and in consequence a thirst for revenge.

The sun that revived officers and Junkers was the Reichswehr.

What was to prevent them from serving under the new flag? A
simple trick permitted them to retain their honor unblemished

while at the same time serving under a hateful banner they held

in contempt as the symbol of the Revolution and the destroyer

of royal power. If the first oath could be revoked so easily, why
should not a second one be sworn with mental reservations? Later

the Nazis insisted that under such circumstance^/it was actually a

duty to swear a false oath.
*

'*

The old officers were met with open arms. Since there was no

Trotsky, they were all taken back, and almost no new ones were

added. In 1913 the nobility accounted for 22 per cent of the

Prussian officers, in the year 1921, the percentage had climbed back

to 21.3, The missing 0.7 per cent evidently measured the victory

of the Revolution. Since the reduction in the size of the Army made

it necessary to keep out many thousands, the Government here too
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provided for the old officers. No pension was cut, no privilege with-

drawn. After the War of 1870, a single sergeant had become a

general; but after the World War and the Revolution none got be-

yond the rank of captain. The officers now took along their "prole-

tarian chiefs" to their casinos and honored them in seemly fashion,

until they finally roasted them on the points of their sabers and de-

voured them. The War Minister felt himself splendidly protected
from his hostile brethren by such nice officers.
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HirINDENBURG wrote his memoirs, or had them

written, turning truth topsy-turvy. That on November 10 he him-

self compelled the signing of the Armistice with the words: "It must

nevertheless be concluded"; that not a single document from those

crucial six weeks contains any charges against the home country
these things, to be sure, the Germans were not to learn from his

book. That book tells only of a cowardly Government and behind

it an exhausted people as the cause of it all. To hammer it into the

reader's mind once more with an impressive image, the epilogue

says:

"As Siegfried fell under the treacherous spear-throw of grim

Hagen, thus fell our weakening front."

From the lips of a thousand orators these words were repeated,

into millions of German hearts they were graven. Youth had to

believe them, for it heard no other version. The warriors them-

selves were fond of hearing them, for they excused a collapse no

army could have escaped. The citizens at home believed them be-

cause none felt that he was meant, always seeing "grim Hagen"
who stabbed splendid Siegfried in the back in others, especially in

the Socialists.

The crucial importance of this statement in the weakening of the

Republic was soon to become apparent. The old order now had a

phrase behind which it could hide its war-guilt it had the greatest

authority in the land on its side. In official schoolbooks the "stab

in the back" as a reason for the defeat was traced back by the Re-

public to Hindenburg's words.

The dictators seemed determined to regain victory among the

German people. In November 1919 they were summoned to a

great spectacle from which important consequences for Germany's
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Hindenburgs Disastrous Lie

destiny were to issue. The commission the new Reichstag had set

up to inquire into the disaster summoned the two generals. It was

no tribunal no judge was to condemn them like the courts-

martial that summoned Benedek, Bazaine, Daladier for lost wars

and battles. The Reichstag commission existed only to probe the

historical truth and was given judicial sub-poena functions.

To turn the examination of Hindenburg into a national festival,

the nationalists resorted to every means a special train, a guard
of honor, a special escort delegation, two Reichswehr officers as per-

sonal adjutants, Reichswehr sentries. What a situation for the

seventy-two-yeaax>ld Junkerl For the first time in twenty years he

had to give an account to someone who was not his King. These

very men whom he must now answer thus surely must have run

his thoughts were the ones who had driven out his King. Would
he simply smash them with his mighty fists? No, he fished out a

pair of horn-rimmed glasses, took up his sheets of paper, and began
to read in the easy tone of a storyteller:

"When we entered the High Command, the World War had

been under way for two years. Borne up by love of our country,

we knew but one goal to keep the German Reich and the German

people from harm and to lead them toward a just peace. This re-

quired the firm resolve to win. Such a will depended on faith in

the justice of our cause. Our diplomacy had failed! We did not

seek war, yet we embarked upon the greatest ..."
The chairman's bell sounded. Hindenburg started and broke off

in the middle of a word. The unprecedented had happened. A man,

indeed, a bell, had interrupted Hindenburg.
"I know but one thing with absolute certainty," the Marshal con-

tinued, "the country no longer backed us. Concern as to whether

the country would remain sufficiently firm never left us. It was at

this time that secret, planned subversion of Army and Navy set in,

as a continuation of similar efforts in peacetime. The brave troops
that resisted revolutionary disintegration had much to suffer from

the insubordinate conduct of their revolutionary comrades.
1 '

Now it had been said! To speak this sentence in this hall, the

Field Marshal had set out from Hanover. Summoned to explain
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"Stabbed in the Back"

why he decided upon U-boat warfare despite America, why he had

forced the Armistice, he was shrewd enough to accuse before all the

world, in the innermost cell of the Republic, in the Reichstag it-

self, the party that created this Republic, that was its main support.

"The German Army was stabbed in the back. That is the basic

fact in the tragic evolution of the war for Germany, after a series

of victories of unprecedented brilliance on many fronts."

To this triumphant fanfare the wretched chairman had no reply

ready; even now he failed to come to the protection of the German

people who had seen their sons and brothers fall.

When the modest civilian asked the two generals whether they
would return in the afternoon, they declared that they were not in

a position to do so. They never returned.

Six years later, in 1935, the name of Hindenburg shone in letters

of magic light before the German voters. The death of Ebert,

the modest commoner who had been the first President of the new

Republic, made necessary a presidential election. The Germans

had to go out to choose a new leader, and according to the dictates

of reason such a leader should have fulfilled two qualifications

he should have been a man with a political cast of mind; and he

should have been a republican. Hindenburg failed on both counts.

He was nonpolitical in thought; and he was a monarchist. All the

more reason! shouted half the Germans. All the more reason? ques-

tioned voices abroad. But he is the victor of Tannenberg! the Ger-

mans cried. If the Germans, to their sorrow, had no more princes

before whom to come to attention since the princes had left for

parts unknown they desired at least to be able to salute a gold-

braided general from the side of the street. Thus the Rightist

coalition put the deepest reason for the election into these words:

"Hindenburg has made the great sacrifice of becoming a candidate.

We regard it as the obvious duty of all Germans in city and country

to back our Hindenburg with all their power." The reasons given

for the election of Hindenburg were typically Prussian the old

gentleman's sacrifice had to be rewarded. The uniform must again

stand at the head of the Reich. Nevertheless, the election resulted in

only a small majority for him.
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Hindenburgs Ne<w Oath

When he entered the great hall of the Reichstag, the old Junker
saw before him the colors he had learned to hate from youth.

Black-red-and-gold had been the flag that had inspired his father and

mother with terror in those days of Revolution when the boy lay in

his cradle. To every Junker, black-red-and-gold was the hateful

symbol of this Republic whose Constitution he was now to swear to

uphold.
But he stood upright. From the hand of the little worker whom

the emissaries of the German people had elected the head of their

house the man whom the Germans themselves had elected received

the text of the oath. Exactly sixty years ago he had sworn a long
oath to his King, in which he called upon Jesus Christ the Saviour

and submitted himself to the King as a vassal for all time to come.

In his own fashion he managed to get along with this oath until the

time that he resolved to stand in his present place. Swearing a second

oath now, he was no less likely to keep it such was his firm will.

And his mighty bass voice sounded through the hall:

"I swear by God the Almighty and All-knowing that I shall de-

vote all my powers to the welfare of the German people, that I

shall enhance what is of profit and turn away what is harmful to

them, that I shall uphold the Constitution and the laws of the

Reich, that I shall faithfully carry out my duties, and that I shall

let justice prevail for all. So help me God!"

Toward the end his voice is said to have faltered.
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IE WORST crime committed against the Germans at

Versailles was the League of Nations. They had to wait for Hitler

to free them of this specter. The notion of supplanting might by
international law cannot be forced upon the typical German mind,
nor even the sentiment upon which such a notion rests. It had, after

all, taken Germany two centuries longer than it had countries of

equal intellectual level to abolish the robber barons by law. In the

case of the Hague Conference too, it had been German opposition
that had mounted highest. Had this militant spirit been based

merely on the craving for physical combat, it could have found

release in games and sport; had it been merely the craving to rule,

it could have fought in the struggles among the classes, in the

competition of rising enterprise, in the rivalry of personalities.

Such are the solutions accepted by liberty-loving peoples, who are

nevertheless as courageous as they are devoted when it comes to de-

fending their independence.
But the Germans have been impressed through the centuries

with the ideal of authority rather than with that of freedom. They
can accept such a solution deep in their hearts only when it is

equipped with the power to prevail against rebellion. None of

their great spirits was able to gain authority; all of them were con-

tested, at best merely tolerated as eccentric dreamers; the teachings

of Goethe and Kant lacked the means for asserting themselves.

Even the Church had power only so long as it was backed by Rome's

world power. As a true Gentian, Luther had at once enlisted the

support of the state power on behalf of the unarmed priest, nullify-

ing the vigor of his original protest by assigning all power to

the Government, denying the people every trace of control.

Where obedience and command are raised to a social religion,
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League of Nations

the urge for liberty is supplanted by a will for submission some

may call it a sense of order, others the code of a lackey. The failure

of the three German Revolutions of 1535, 1848 and 1918 plus

their rarity and brevity cannot be mere accident; it must be a sym-

bol. Voluntary renunciation of rights that were fought for or could

have been fought for is a characteristic trait that isolates the German

character in the world, making it the ideal instrument for men
to command, molding the Germans into the most patient fol-

lowers in the world. If they should be ordered to be Communists

some day, the Germans will continue to live under their new flag

with the same punctuality, obedience and genius for organiza-

tion.

And now a new order was to be built up among the nations

an order based on law, negotiation and arbitration! All this had

been demanded by German minds for one hundred and fifty years,

by Goethe and Kant, by Herder and Schiller, by Beethoven and

Schopenhauer. But the fateful schism among the Germans, the

distance between spirit and State, never permitted such ideas to ap-

proach the sphere of action. If two or three different versions of

Christianity for almost two thousand years had utterly failed to

break the Germans' faith in might, to wean their heart away from

their pagan ideals how could these same Germans now be im-

pressed by an assembly to which each nation sent a few men, there

to decide with ink and paper questions their forefathers had al-

ways settled with the sword? How could the imagination of this

warrior nation be captured by a new order in which its highest

Estate was degraded to the level of the police?

A nation that saw and honored in the uniform, wherever it

appeared, the finest expression of its social philosophy such a na-

tion could not be converted to civilian dress simply because for ,

once this uniform had been beaten by a powerful coalition. "Next

time we shall winl" the Germans told themselves, Then they went

home to rearm. That disarmament, which stemmed from the idea

of the League of Nations, was demanded only on one side that

was the fault of the victors. We all know the reasons and need

not reiterate them here. The Germans must have been doubly re-
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Blunder of Versailles

sentful of their lone disarmament, since they had been unable to

bear the very thought of it even when it was proposed for all.

When Kaiser William wrote, "Ich scheisse auf die Beschlilsse

der Haager Konferenz," he wrote straight from the heart of the

entire German people, except for a few thousand thinkers and

dreamers.

At Versailles there were two paths open the humane and

practical way of universal disarmament, or the austere way of the

conqueror. The first course was possible only if all disarmed si-

multaneously in the new League of Nations, if French and British

dropped their distrust of each other, if Americans forgot their

party strife. It, was possible, since the victors, after all, were not

aspiring to world dominion.

But if the second path was to be trod, if a peace in the German
fashion- was to be imposed upon them, their character had first

to be studied, and in Paris this had best been done by Clemen-

ceau. It was necessary to know that a people inured to obedience

admires even, in its conqueror nothing but coldness and severity,

that the nervous character of the German yields before threats,

while it interprets a conciliatory attitude as a sign of weakness and

cowardice.

A middling strong peace was made instead, to be carried out

in a conciliatory fashion. The legend that a mild peace could

have prevented the second World War could have originated only

in heads that never studied the German mind. In the wake of a

gentle peace without universal disarmament, the second World War
would have come a decade sooner. Briand knew that he told a

friend of the present author that his only hope was to gain

thirty years' grace, for France. The Germans, in any event, wanted

-arms and revenge; and only universal disarmament and the threat

of a League Army could have held them in check. As it was, Ger-

man self-assurance rose again in the face of an enemy who was

retreating step, by step. The arms they were forbidden held a magic

fascination for them.

Ten years after arms had been legally barred to' the Germans,

they were more popular in Germany than ever before. Each party
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Germany's Revenge

built up its own private army. What else could arise from such a

state of affairs but a new dictatorship?

The official Reichswehr was the smallest among the armies. It was

built up by the most interesting among the German World War
generals. General von Seeckt belonged to those highly cultured

exceptions that always existed in the Prussian General Staff

sometimes they were half mathematicians, sometimes half poets.
This soldier too was out for revenge, but he sought it in the struggle
between two armies rather than two nations. Even in theory he en-

visioned a small army. But in him action was, as with Hamlet, im-

peded by thought; and when in the fall of 1923 he momentarily
held all the power in his hands, putting him in a position to smash

the rising Nazis, he held back. Later he actually permitted his in-

fluence to be broken by Hindenburg, who was hostile toward him.

German youth, miserable because it was not allowed to serve,

flocked to the private armies. The Stahlhelm, under the presidency
of Hindenburg himself, was more deeply wrapped up in nationalist

claims than the Reichsbanner which ostensibly protected the Re-

public; but the Stahlhelm was also more strongly held together by
tradition, and even the Communist Red Front showed more spirit.

All stared entranced at a single word neither sword nor victory,
but legality. To do the unconstitutional "within the framework of

the Constitution," to murder the Republic forcibly but with a show
of law that was the typically German aim of the extreme Right
and Left The Reichsbanner in the middle looked to both sides

and felt secure, since it was, after all, of legitimate birth. Everyone
admired Mussolini, but no one thought of a march on Berlin, not

even the then rising Nazis.

While all these armies marched through Germany to fife and
drums, philosophical systems were matched at the meetings. All

resembled each other in one respect their destructive tendency.

Apart from a vague "New Germany," none sought to do anything
but destroy. People were anti-Marxist, anti-Semitic, anti-French,

anti-European. None except a few esoteric spirits favored the

League and reconciliation. At the same time pseudo-democratic
societies for international understanding were formed, in which
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Hindenburg Overshadows the Kaiser

counterfeiters managed to fool the French. Hitler found all this

ready-made. All he had to do was to elaborate on it.

The parties often drew blood in the struggles among their troops.

All of them saw the goal of their desires in the Presidential Palace.

A man past eighty sat there, surrounded by a clique of Junkers,

generals and reactionary soldiers of fortune, firmly locked into his

castle, the keys to which were held only by his son and his secretary.

This Secretary of State Meissner, the most contemptible and there-

fore the most enduring among all the creatures of the last German

generation, had his sole rival, as far as morality is concerned, in

Herr von Papen, who committed his early crimes in the United

States during the World War. For years figures such as these

engineered the decisions of the man who governed at the head of

the German Republic. Since Hindenburg was a Titan, and a Field

Marshal to boot, he was able to blot out the shadow of the Kaiser,

who had overshadowed Ebert, the little square-headed saddler with

his civilian clothes. Hindenburg merely had to stand silently in

the same spot where the Kaiser had once stood talking and the

Germans forgot the monarchy.

Just as it remains memorable in German history that in the

emergency no Junkers could be found to protect their princes, so

another fact indicates the degeneration in the princely dynasties.

Out of twenty-two reigning families that had scattered to the winds

within a few weeks, not a single son or grandson rose in the course

of twenty-two years to remind the Germans, by his talent and

daring, or even by a daring exploit, that they had obeyed these

families for a thousand years. Just as a few hundred resolute

officers of the nobility in the fall of 1918 could have saved the

monarchy, so a single modern prince of courage, even had he been

eminent only as an orator, could have kept alive the monarchist

spark, which was far from dead in the Germans. Today it is too late,

and whatever may happen in Germany, the princes will never come

back. Hindenburg did what he could, counter to his oath, to favor

the interests of the Hohenzollerns at the expense of the Republic.

Long before his appearance, the haggling over the Kaiser's mil-

lions had gravely impaired the royal ideal. This and the sale of
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The Kaiser Gets His Money

his memoirs to the former enemy, together with his second marriage,

forever precluded the Kaiser's return.

It had taken six years to establish the royal debt, and it had taken

the same six years to establish the royal claims. When twelve mil-

lion Germans in a popular referendum now demanded expropria-

tion, the President asked himself whether, as an Imperial Field

Marshal, he could sit by idly for the Constitution forbade him to

intervene. Thus he arranged the writing of a letter to an old

Junker friend who had managed his election campaign and was

continuing the fight for the Kaiser. He desired to communicate to

his friend "my own personal views, to the effect that I fully share

the apprehensions you have expressed. I have spent my life in the

service of the Kings of Prussia and German Emperors. I need not

elaborate to you that I regard this referendum as a great injustice,

a regrettable lack of respect for tradition and a gross ingratitude."

The next day public posters proclaimed this private apologia

from the pen of its President to the Republic. What could Hinden-

burg do against such indiscretion on the part of his friends? He let

the posters stand. The Germans learned how the highest authority

felt about their ungrateful and excited intentions. And they seemed

happy to hear the master's whistle, now that they had ventured a

few paces too far into the realm of liberty. Leave in misery and

want our good King, who on that November day sacrificed himself

solely for a juster peace abandon him whose ancestors made us

great! And though fourteen million voted for expropriation, the

referendum was defeated, and in the final vote the Hohenzollerns,

in addition to all they had received in cash in 1919, now got another

150,000,000 acres, numerous castles, and 15,000,000 gold marks in

cash. True, the Socialists, the champions of the Republic, were

somewhat embarrassed at voting openly in the Reichstag. They
abstained.

Lake every old man, Hindenburg stood up for the past rather than

the future especially since it had been a glorious past. When it

was a matter of flags or the fortunes of princes, he intervened. But

the future position of the Reich he allowed his ministers to decide.

Could he be seriously expected to prepare for revenge? Could a
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Hindenburg Keeps Quiet

temperament that had so easily survived the collapse, that had al-

ways yearned for retirement could such a man at eighty be

seriously expected to take the field once again? Hindenburg pre-

ferred to accept the peace policy of his ministers, rarely meddling in

foreign affairs during those nine years in which he was forever in-

tervening in domestic questions.
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AN ALL great national questions during these years of

reconstruction, the German spirit, true to its traditions, remained

severely nationalist. The few scholars and authors who preached the

gospel of Europe were treated no better by the Republic than by
the Kaiser. This time too it was the professors who excelled in

zeal against the new democracy. A few of them had been given the

task of establishing responsibility for the collapse, and after six years

of labor they had assembled a book giving documentary evidence of

the guilt of Hindenburg and Ludendorff. At the time Ludendorff was

fair game, while Hindenburg had become a national institution;

by the time the book was to appear in print, Hindenburg had be-

come President of the Reich. What to do? An editor found the

saving formula. So far half of the committee had found only

Ludendorff guilty. "Now that Hindenburg has been elected, matters

are evenly balanced. I think we may as well delete the entire

section." Thus in the seventh year of the research project the World
War dictator was acquitted because he had meanwhile become

President.

There were, indeed, true heroes German men and women who,
as in classic tragedy, preferred liberty to life or who risked their

liberty. Liebknecht, Luxemburg, Landauer, Eisner thus found

their end under the revolvers or heels of the then current Nazis.

Toller spent five years in the penitentiary. Fritz Adler, who had

assassinated the Austrian Minister Stiirgk and had been subsequently

convicted, to be set free only by the Revolution, handed down to

German history in his defense plea one of the few documents in

praise o liberty. A few noblemen too saved the honor of their

estate Count Brockdorff-Rantzau, Count Coudenhove-Kalergi,
Hellmut von Gerlach, Prince Lichnowski, Carl von Ossietzky, Lud-
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Enter Rathenau

wig Renn (the pseudonym for an officer of the nobility) , Baron

Reibnitz, von Schonaich, and the poet Fritz von Unruh. At a few

universities there were minds of European format, but both teachers

and students regarded them with distrust. There were a few brave

and clever Ministers of State in the short-lived Republic too

Rathenau and Stresemann were the best. In return the one was

assassinated while the other was taunted to death.

Walter Rathenau at the head of German affairs can be compared

only to Wilhelm von Humboldt. Both were called to government

leadership from the realm of thought. With his profound knowledge
of the German character, Rathenau should never have taken the

step. He must have known that the Germans do not, and never will,

tolerate a Jew at their head. That was why Ballin, head of the

Hamburg-American Line and a friend of the Kaiser, had de-

clined a similar r&le. But Rathenau's dream was Germany. Indeed,

his passion for all that was Prussian reached the proportions of

fanaticism. Beside Heine and Lassalle he represents the third of the

three great Jews who loved Germany too much. The pride with

which he emphasized rather than played down his Jewishness did

not keep him from desiring the Jews to merge completely with the

Germans.

True, during the war he performed services for the Reich equaled

by but a few. On the first day of the war he had foreseen the shortage

of raw materials in the event of a protracted conflict, and in the

service of the War Ministry he had successfully fought this shortage.

A few weeks later, after the Battle of the Marne, his keen economic

insight recognized the necessity for making peace, and he later pre-

sented his conclusions to Ludendorff. Ludendorff studied Rathenau's

figures, which discounted any chance of success for U-boat war-

fare, and then replied: "My instinct speaks against your figures."

As Reich Commissioner in 1920, Rathenau, at a conference,

brought about the first understanding with the victors, putting

labor and production in place of billions. When as Foreign Minister

at the Geneva Conference he won the German Reich for the first

time a seat, a voice and recognition, the other delegates marveled

that such Germans existed. Rathenau refused to be awed and con-
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Enter Stresemann

eluded the first alliance between Germany, which up to this point

had been deserted, and Russia. A few weeks later he was murdered

by the first Nazis. The grave of his murderer has become one of

their places of pilgrimage. He had governed for five months

Humboldt for four.

This foray of the German spirit into the State was bound to end

in tragedy. Rathenau was one of the profoundest thinkers and most

cultured men of his time, equally gifted in thought and in action.

He took the first steps toward reconstruction, toward rendering

Germany capable of contracting alliances. At the same time, while

the war was still on, he predicted and demanded in several books a

"planned economy," a form of State Socialism. Hitler, whose fol-

lowers shot down Rathenau, built up his economic system according
to Rathenau's plans.

Stresemann (1878-1929), an orator rather than a writer, a prac-

tical man rather than a philosopher, suffered a more violent shock

to his worship of Germany than Rathenau. Until late in the war

his sentiments and demands were German through and through.

His upheaval was so strong that he changed overnight, and thus he

represents the best example of the handful of Germans who within

themselves completed the transition from the ideal of might to

that of right. His achievements in Locarno in 1925, his success in

regaining the confidence of the world these were important con-

quests, for the world grasped his symbolic mission. It was Strese-

mann who succeeded in persuading the French to evacuate the

Rhineland voluntarily, five years before the term that had been

set. He found a man of equal good will on the other side, and his

conversations with Briand resemble those rare shining hours that

rise occasionally from the misty months of the northern winter.
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-L O GERMANY the billions borrowed in America and
elsewhere had lent the appearance of a boom. At this time the

names of the two Americans, Dawes and Young, were pronounced
by the people with distrust, by businessmen with faint mockery.
A few courageous Germans found the spirit to call their situation

publicly a fraudulent bankruptcy. The interdependence of world

economy and new labor-saving machines, together with Europe's

insecurity and the lack of integrity prevalent in German business,

had within a few years shaken the foundations of what morality was

left among the Germans from former times.

Until the World War Germany was by no means a country noted

for corruption. In France one might slip a banknote into a docu-

ment to curry official favor or haste in stamping it, but such a

thing was impossible in the old Prussia. There the leading press,

regarded as venal in France, was incorruptible. The officer, the

judge, the scholar were at once poor and aloof, in the tradition of

Bismarck; and if the Junkers stole from the State, they did so under

privileges vested in them by the kings.

Not until the officers under William II sought the hands of

wealthy young women, with Industry and the Army reaping profits

from each other and marrying into each other not until then

did Prussian principles begin to give ground. In olden days con-

quering hordes of all nations carried off what they pleased. But

for high German officers to send home from conquered castles furs,

paintings and rugs that would have been impossible in the wars

of Bismarck. In the World War it happened for the first time.

It was quickly imitated, and today the officers ransacking France

have developed it into a fine art.

The leaders of the new Republic were incorruptible. It was not
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Junker Greed

they who were responsible for the prevalence of speculation among
the German middle class. It was the example of the Government

as a whole that swept away the basic morality of the Germans.

The citizen, watching curiously as his Government used borrowed

dollar millions amid the public bankruptcy to build post offices,

town halls and sport stadiums of a splendor not even rich and

victorious France could afford, pondered that he might emulate

this example. German aspirations have never been directed solely

toward money, but always more toward title, authority, revenge,

and especially recognition by the world. The Germans even

today are too imaginative to see their ideal in wealth. That is

why their ideal is so much more dangerous than are those of other

nations.

The Junkers were always the class that was greediest for money,
for they had been born with all advantages except that of money.
A general of Hindenburg's simplicity, the son of a poor family that

had had to lower itself to the level of the medical profession, that

had even been compelled to contract marital alliances with Jews
such a man necessarily looked with secret envy upon the castles

and estates of his wealthy fellow Junkers, and especially upon their

hunts. His friends now conceived the idea of gratifying his yearnings

in a manner that was to have world-historical consequences.

The East Elbian Junkers, from whose grasp the old gentleman
seemed to be slipping in the bustle of Berlin, resolved to lead him
back to his home, to organize a collection for the purpose of re-

purchasing the estate of Neudeck in East Prussia which had be-

longed to his family at the time of his birth. Once they had him to

themselves for the summer season, they would be able to confront

him not only with their troubles but with his own difficulties as a

landowner, to the end that he might do something for his poor, debt-

ridden fellows. In this way the so-called Osthilfe, a government
fund intended to aid and resettle impoverished farmers in East

Prussia, was to be diverted to replenish the exchequers of the

Junkers, in the name of "preventing the advance of the Poles."

The plan succeeded. Under the impressions of his childhood and in

conversation with his old cronies the President was readily per-
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Menace of a Scandal

suaded of the necessity for supporting the estates of the Junkers
with millions from the public till.

The gift to Hindenburg was easily absorbed by the heavy in-

dustrialists. Such payments were simply distributed "per ton of

coal and iron" and recovered by a few pennies' price-rise ultimately

paid by the consumer, the German people. The people themselves

would surely have been glad to present their aged Marshal with

the estate, even had it meant collecting the money in driblets. But the

great gentlemen had their reasons for not letting too many in on the

secret. Was not the octogenarian likely to die soon and hand down
the estate to his son? Would not that son, under the new laws, have

to pay an exorbitantly high inheritance tax? It was a question of sav-

ing that tax, of withholding this amount from the bankrupt Ger-

man people by registering the title to the estate directly in the

son's name. Thus, while the estate was presented to the Marshal

in honor of his eightieth birthday, it was at the same time presented
to his son, so to speak, for the Major's forty-eighth birthday. Why
should the man who had led the war and who now governed the

Reich be the only one to fail to profit from the lack of integrity the

war had brought in its wake?

He had a new Chancellor, a highly moral gentleman. Briining

was the last honest man among Germany's leaders. He drove his

proud poverty and integrity so far that he not only cut his own

salary but sent for a cab whenever he made a private visit, lest he

squander his official gasoline. When he began his economy drive

on the first day, he looked about in the old Chancellery and asked

the custodian why the fountains in the garden were always playing.

"Under the Great Chancellor," the old man replied, "they were

turned on only Sundays." Briining had them shut down.

But he shut down the Reichstag too; at least he emasculated it by
means of emergency decrees to such an extent that the Constitution

of the Republic was, with Hindenburg's full approval, in effect in-

operative. A single article, written into the Constitution for use in

extreme emergencies, now became routine throughout the year.

Briining's aims as a kind of sub-dictator under Hindenburg were

unquestionably sincere but not at all democratic. With his pale

46s



Enter Briining

ascetic face and his eighteen-hour workday, this tireless German

o profound Catholic faith stood like a fanatical monk, a Savo-

narola, among the elegant horsemen in the Papen style, the port-

reddened Junker visages, and the disappointed, careworn leaders

of the Left, tottering toward their end. He was the only one after

Stresemann to bring passion, knowledge and energy to the leader-

ship of the Germans. And yet, he prepared unwittingly for

Hitler.

For he too was handicapped by the great German weakness:

Briining worshiped the military. The war had at last afforded the

delicate and unathletic man fulfillment of his dream of proving

himself a warrior before his nation. He actually rose to the rank

of lieutenant in the service. For three long years the Field Marshal,

whom he did not know, of course, stood unattainably high above

him. Now he was to speak to him on equal terms, Chancellor

to President. His own words, not to be published for some time,

describe the overpowering impression he, the man in the leading

government position, received from the man he should have domi-

nated. Had not he, Briining, thirty years Hindenburg's junior, spent
his life in the study of economics and politics, subjects that were

decisive now, but of which the Field Marshal, by his own admis-

sion, knew nothing? With such a distance much greater than that

between minister and monarch because it was more deeply felt

the monk necessarily succumbed before the hollow colossus. The

intrigue-spinners in the Chancellor's Palace were quite equal to

the job of taking Briining in their stride.

They exploited him, of course. The re-election of Hindenburg,
with which Junker interests were tied up, could have been put
over on the people only by Briining. He undertook the campaign at

a time when he already knew that the old man would betray him

immediately afterward. "You can depend on Hindenbwg's dis-

loyalty," General Groener said at the time. Briining had gained an

excellent name for himself in Paris and London. He succeeded in

almost wiping out the remaining reparations, and he came close

to persuading the French to allow the Reichswehr to be increased to

a strength of three hundred thousand. Together Stresemann and
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Briining had, long before Hitler came to power, in effect canceled

the three most onerous conditions of the Versailles Treaty by agree-

ment with the French the Rhineland occupation, reparations,

disarmament. In his later rantings against Versailles, Hitler re-

sembles nothing so much as a down pummeling a straw dummy.
At this time Briining treated with Hitler too. He offered Hitler

the Chancellorship at the expiration of one year, if Hitler would

step back as an opposition candidate to Hindenburg. Hitler de-

clined. Immediately after Briining had engineered the Field Mar-

shal's second election, Hindenburg sent him packing on the grounds
that he was contemplating Bolshevik plans in East Elbia. In point
of fact, Briining had merely sought to withdraw a few Osthilfe mil-

lions from the Junkers in favor of the farmers. When Hindenburg

presented him with a silver-framed portrait as a Christmas gift, he

had the Secretary of State tell Briining his wish that the picture not

be placed on Briining's desk but Briining did not throw it at his

feet. This lieutenant made Hindenburg feel uneasy, as did Hitler,

who was only a corporal.

In the elections of 1930, Hitler's party had suddenly leaped from

twelve Deputies to one hundred and seven. Henceforth he was a

power with which every Government had to treat. The Constitution

had been virtually suspended; a doddering old man functioned as

President, a tool in the hands of Junkers and horsemen.

Anarchy surged 'through Germany's streets. Four armies, armed at

least with knives, daggers and brass-knuckles, howled through the

squares, roared through the cities, beat a tattoo through the whole

land. No one knew precisely with which army the crowds lining

the streets sided. The crowd itself did not know. For the slogans and

programs and names of the parties had long lost their meaning; they

rose from a thousand lips and faded into the empty air like popular

tunes whose origin the whistler fails to recall. Processions and ral-

lies, leagues and demonstrations, festivals and memorial celebrations

resembled each other, in marching rhythm, from the Red Front

to Hitler, as two field-gray hosts resemble each other, their soldiers

to shoot it out. As in war, the masses had been driven into
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a struggle on behalf of their leaders' interests, a struggle that

seemed senseless when the masses stopped to think about it.

This was shown by the fact that thousands of Communists went

over to Hitler's Storm Troops, thousands from the Iron Front to

the Communists. Real enmity was kindled only among brothers who

aspired to the same goal while wearing different insignia, obeying

different leaders. This was the situation among hostile comrades

in 1932; nor was it any wonder, for the same classes were distributed

over all four armies, with the workers dominating in all. In each

there were unemployed, adventurers, swashbucklers, in each ideal-

ists and enthusiastic students. This array of German youth, whether

under the banner of Hitler, the Stahlhelm, the Republic, or Com-

munism, was no more than youth's naive protest against the misery

of a life for which they blamed their fathers and the incomprehen-
sible war their fathers had fought.

The Republic had frittered away its substance, because it had

merely carried out a process of liquidation, with neither courage

nor imagination. It had started without fanfare and it ended with-

out glory. The Red Front had squandered all its energies in the

struggle against its own brethren, and it too had produced no

leaders and no original ideas. In the Stahlhelm organization, the

younger elements were bound to take offense at the style of living

in which the older officers indulged.

The reasons for Hitler's success over all the others lay not in his

program one half of that was almost identical with the Socialist,

the other half with the nationalist program of his rivals nor even

in his own special contribution, Jew-baiting; they lay in his seduc-

tive oratory, his generous promises. Instead of putting off the masses

with an indefinite future war against France or with the dawn of a

new day for mankind, Hitler brought a "here-and-now" program.
He promised to introduce universal labor service as soon as he

should have power, first for half a million and soon for two million

unemployed. All his listeners understood that. And when he next

promised them to coax two billions a year more in value from the

German soil by means of new methods, he glossed over the fact that

this would require an investment of ten billions; but the masses be-
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lieved him, as in Faust they believed Mephistopheles when he pro-

posed the blessings of inflation to the Emperor. When Hitler held

out to them four hundred thousand homes a year, the construction

of which would put a million men to work, they already saw them-

selves living in these homes.

The thunder of his program, constantly pledged anew, also in-

cluded the abolition of all unearned income, socialization of trusts,

profit-sharing for workers, abolition of ground rent, and "there

will be no exception for intellectuals and other property-owners

everyone will have to take up a shovel." The Germans do not

like to render themselves an account of their dream-castles they

prefer to sing about them. Their romantic hearts are won over

more easily by sorcery than are those of other nations. Thus they

believed what they wanted to believe, especially since it was drama-

tized before their very eyes. True, they did not actually see the

homes; but there was the backdrop behind which they could sense

them.

It was a Hitler tactic always to leave something to the imagina-

tion; and this Wagnerian technique captivated the sentiments of

even those whose reason gave them pause. Hitler never dealt in

figures, never engaged in debate, always reveled in pictures of the

future. This was something new and refreshing to the people who
had for ten long years listened to nothing but figures telling them

how much they and their descendants would have to pay. Verily,

Hitler awakened new hope in a nation that has always been a poor
loser and that has never learned from its defeats. With the instinct

of a demagogue he shifted the blame for the years of weariness from

the war to the Government, pointing to men on the home scene on

whom the people could wreak their vengeance, a purpose much
harder of accomplishment beyond the borders. It was not Clemen-

ceau who figured as the arch-foe, but Ebert. The Germans had not

started the war they had been foully attacked by a hostile coali-

tion; the Germans had not lost the war they had been stabbed in

the back by subversive elements at home. Youth, lending an ear to

every suggestive influence, was bound to accept both tenets with

enthusiasm, drawing courage for revenge without, hatred for
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revenge within. Once one knew how to appeal to youth, youth was

easily misled.

Big business too felt the impact of the great tub-thumper for

someone had to pay for Hitler's big show. Ironically enough the

"captains of industry" began to lean toward the idea of socializa-

tion they wanted nothing better than to be as mildly and profit-

ably "socialized" as the big mining and shipping and banking houses

who were even now being subsidized and bought out by the Gov-

ernment. The Siegfrieds of the Rhine heard the rumblings of the

approaching twilight of the gods and instinctively hired an expert

Wagnerian to save them. Steelmasters, but hardly men of steel,

they sensed that the rock foundations on which their structures

were reared were beginning to slip away into the deluge, and rather

than be swept away altogether by a second flood, they preferred

to jump with their checkbooks to the last remaining dry land.

Briining's dismissal in the spring of 1932 marked the beginning
of German anarchy. Lawful government virtually ceased even then,

though it was not formally liquidated and discarded in principle

until the year 1933.

The tug-of-war between the people and the Junkers, the street

and the exclusive dubs one might even say between Papen, the

President and the last Socialist ministers this ensuing duel began
with a farce in which the players were to cast tragic shadows against

the background of history. For there was still this wretched Prussia

with its democratic ministers.

Why did reaction succeed in gaining control of Prussia? On the

one side there was weariness, on the other vigor; on the one side

democrats, on the other soldiers; one side went riding every morn-

ing, the other sat weary among its papers. Thus the whole thing
went off on schedule. On the July day agreed upon Papen pro-
claimed a presidential decree declaring the Prussian ministers de-

posed. The Chief of the Berlin Police, in his formidable, heavily
armed citadel, telephoned a few times, wrote out a protest, and

finally permitted himself to be arrested and led off. In his memoirs
he wrote philosophically: "And thus we awaited the things that
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were to come." He sent back the order suspending him until date

and signature were all in good order; and he mentions that he

offered a seat to the gentlemen who brought him the news of his

discharge.

In the very courtyard of Police Headquarters, where on November

9, 1918, a lieutenant had broken his sword because his imperial

general ordered him not to march against the rioters, officials and

police officers now crowded against the windows, on that July 20,

1932, shouting: "Long live liberty!" They wanted to fight, but

they were not permitted to, because their superiors did not wish to

spill the blood of citizens. The military leadership in Germany had

already regained its vitality. Democracy, on the other hand, had

been weary from the first moment. It melted away as it had lived,

and there was nothing left to admire except the masses of the people
that still betrayed enough spirit, despite their anemic leaders, to

stand ready for vain rebellion.

This inglorious exit did the German Republic more damage than

could have been inflicted by any lost battle in the streets of Berlin.

That day in March of 1848 was never forgotten, for there had been

fighting then. A structure that fades away after fourteen years may
leave behind regrets but no songs of praise, unless it has been sur-

passingly beautiful. The German Republic's inability to survive is

explained by its tired genesis of lassitude. Had it arisen from strug-

gle and sacrifice, from passion, the German Republic would have

met a different end.

The tragic element that emeiges at this point is the realization

that while the victors were infinitely superior to the vanquished in

vigor and imagination, they built upon ideas of blood and race that

belonged to a bygone era. The ui-ge for power, unsupported by
ideas of the age, can no more rule for any length of time than ideas

that are unsupported by the urge for power.

469



HE AGED'Hindenburg still held the power in hands

grown shaky. But the strongest force beside him was no longer the

Reichswehr; it was the popular leader whom he contemptuously

called the "Bohemian Corporal." To lure him into the web by mak-

ing him a minister that was the trick the Junkers and horsemen

felt confident of achieving. By legitimizing Hitler, they sought to

exclude him from actual power. Papen's plan for Hitler resembled

that of a man who seeks to end the rule of his mistress by marrying
her. In the end, he prevailed upon the Field Marshal to send for the

party leader in August 1932 and offer him the office of Vice Chan-

cellor.

The interview was conducted standing and lasted six minutes.

When Hitler likened his position to that of Mussolini, the old gen-
tleman broke off at once. The next day he issued an insulting com-

munique
7

that aroused Hitler's thirst for vengeance.

The struggle for power was decided by money and bad conscience.

The Nazi strength had grown to 230 Deputies, but Junkers, horse-

men, and generals the Hindenburgs and Papens were not in-

clined to abdicate in favor of the Nazis. Toward the end of the

year 1932 Schleicher, an old friend of Hindenburg and long a lead-

ing figure in the network of intrigue, was made Chancellor. His

ability was impaired by his predilection for talking too much, a

fatal weakness, now that all plans went awry. There was talk of

bringing back the Kaiser, deposing Hindenburg, letting Hitler rule

Prussia.

Industry, which had financed Hitler for such a long time, sud-

denly had enough of him; it was afraid of his Socialism. Hitler, de-

prived of his accustomed means, saw his votes shrink, those of the

Communists rise in an election late that year. In the Reichstag too
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the courage of the other parties rose, especially since the Socialists

held a potent weapon in their hands. The truth about the Osthilfe

had officially come to their attention through an investigating com-

mission. By publicizing the manner in which Hindenbuig had

favored the Junkers at the expense of the fanners in East Prussia,

the idle and arrogant over the poor and hard-working, they could

now strike a blow against the regime. It is likely that the Nazis,

who were by no means friendly toward the Junkers, were in on

the plot. The evidence would have shown how the Government

saved certain Junkers from their gambling debts, and similar

dramatic incidents. Seventy per cent of the money had been slipped
to the Junkers, to subsidize 13,000 Junker families. These things

would have aroused indignation even among the good Germans.

To head off this danger was the main interest of the Presidential

Palace in January 1933. The President's son and friends made it

clear to him that his oldest friends were likely to be compromised,

indeed, that he himself would be exposed. For the scandal would

undoubtedly dig up the story of the President's own inheritance-

tax juggling. When the old gentleman demanded that his Chan-

cellor forcibly disband the Reichstag Commission in question,

Schleicher refused and was instantly dismissed. The honor of the

Hindenburgs and their friends could be saved only by a violent

coup.
At the same time Hitler found himself in a serious situation. The

decline in his vote and the stoppage of his funds had suddenly placed

him in a vacuum. The man who linked up these two emergencies,

like the villain of ancient comedy, was the horse-loving Herr von

Papen. By giving Hitler money and power the scandal could be

avoided; but in order to overcome Hindenburg's contempt of

Hitler, Hindenburg's hand had to be forced. Papen, who sought

vengeance for having been ousted by Schleicher and Hindenburg,

therefore saw to it that the Osthilfe documents, an important point

of honor with Hindenburg, surreptitiously fell into Hitler's hands.

At the same time he announced to Hindenburg's son that Hitler was

about to attack the whole gang in the Reichstag. Hitler's appoint-

ment to the Chancellorship was the only salvation.
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. During those very days the deposed Schleicher and his generals

decided on a coup for January 30. A state of siege was to be de-

clared, troops were to inarch, Hindenburg was to be respectfully

confined to his Palace, Papen and Hitler were to be arrested, and

a military dictatorship was to be proclaimed. But Schleicher talked

too much. The intriguers had the story wired to London, whence

a newspaper wired it back to Berlin. On January 29 danger threat-

ened from two sides for the following day. The much-feared Osthilfe

debate was to begin before the Reichstag Commission; and the coup

of the generals impended. Field Marshal Hindenburg was lost unless

he appointed Corporal Hitler Chancellor.

At noon on January 30, Hindenburg appointed Hitler, the man
whom he had refused to appoint before, a man whose power was

waning. The Reichstag debate, scheduled for the afternoon, was

forcibly prevented and the documents disappeared. The Putsch

planned by the generals could not be carried out because of the

excitement in the capital. Later, of course, Schleicher and his wife

were murdered by Hitler's men. In the evening there was a torch-

light procession the first example of masterly staging. Berlin

looked on in amazement. From Bismarck's balcony, Hitler saluted

his singing, torchbearing troops, with Hindenburg looking on from

a near-by balcony and happily beating out the march time. The
union of the old and the new Germany had been joined before the

eyes of Berlin.

From this first-night torchlight procession Germany witnessed the

growth of an endless procession that marched throughout the land,

singing and shouting, brutal and exultant, fiery and destructive

like an elemental force. For weeks the work of all these millions

seemed to stand still, while the great spectacle of joy and vengeance
held them spellbound. The self-assurance that the tribune had given
back to the Germans burst out in atrocities, and the fury with which

they hurled themselves upon the once mighty unfolded into ecstasy.

An entire nation at last fancied itself admitted to the Garden o

Eden, turned once more at the gate to hurl itself upon those who
had barred the way. In the ecstasy of the struggle outside the gate
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none took note at the time that only the old wintry garden lay

beyond.

All this was the work of a single man who from his magic cell

unloosed words, words, words, amplified a millionfold with a magic

device, dinning them into the ears of a people that demanded new

formulas. With grandiose vision Goebbels let loose upon an entire

nation a cascade of fireworks, a barrage of curses, a surging flurry of

flags. With the power of giant automatons he kept bellowing at

them that they had been liberated yesterday, until they believed it.

Their victory in the first and last election under Hitler only

served to inspire the Nazis even more to obliterate all parties, to

establish themselves as the State. They already had their hands on

its organs, and now that there was no more limit to the means at

their disposal, everything undertaken by others necessarily faded

into insignificance. The brightest light emanated from the Reichs-

tag, which the Nazis set on fire. The Reichstag, a majority of which

consisted of obedient party hacks, had surrendered all power to the

Cabinet, which in turn served only as the chorus for the soloist. In

three lines the power of the German Reich had formally passed to

eight Ministers. In truth there was but one.
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LDOLF HITLER bears important resemblances to

earlier German emperors. He resembles Barbarossa in cruelty,

Henry VI in the habit of blackmail. He shares with Sigismund the

art of lying, with Wenceslaus the enjoyment of persecuting the Jews.

His theatrical bearing reminds one of Otto III, his mystic faith of

Charles VI. Of the Prussian kings too, who resided in Berlin be-

fore him, Hitler has many characteristics the showy architecture

of Frederic I, the lack of all education of Frederic William I, the

sexual impotence of Frederic the Great, the belief in his artistic

calling of Frederic William IV, and the faithlessness of most of

the Hohenzollerns.

Yet despite such a character he exhibits very great talent. What
lends wings to Hitler's fanaticism, leading it to great fulfillments,

is his imagination. His ideas of what influences the individual or

the masses seem to rise from an unerring prescience rather than

from experience. This power enables him to grope his way forward,

becoming all the more insistent whenever someone seeks to dis-

suade him. Decisions like the re-occupation of the Rhineland arose

from vision and from fanaticism. He sensed that the French would
not march and believed doubly in his presentiment because the

generals, traditionally unimaginative, predicted the opposite. While
it is certain that he plans none of his campaigns himself, permitting
the skill and the traditions of the German General Staff to prevail,
it seems equally certain that he makes bold political decisions him-
self. In this sense he has the advantages of the highly gifted fanatic

over the expert.

Yet he never works with persuasion, rarely with flattery, generally
with threats, and always with lies. He seems to regard fear as the
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strongest emotion in most men, discounting the possibility of

courageous resistance because he himself is able to overcome his

innate fear only by main force. In this respect he represents the op-

posite of Bismarck, who was self-reliant and impressed his enemies

by his intrepidity. Bismarck never had to roll his eyes, or bellow at

anyone; he inspired awe by merely standing there. Hitler combines

the quick decision mustered only by the visionary who takes every-

one by surprise with a patience that is calculation and that waits

years for the right moment. These gifts, together with his ability to

shift and combine, make him a first-rate tactician. By adding all

the arts of ballyhoo to the mystic faith in his mission, by advancing
his passionate vision with ancient stage tricks that captivate the

crowds from within and without in turn by such fusions he blends

in himself the Middle Ages and the twentieth century. There is no

precedent for a statesman communicating his program of conquest
to the world many years before he is able to put it into effect

and then, subsequently, being able more or less to realize that pro-

gram.

Turning back from his talents to his character, we find that its

typically German elements lie in three traits his belief in violence,

his vengefulness, and his sense of insecurity. These three traits re-

main constant in him. Germany, race, anti-democratism, anti-

Semitism, are ephemeral and could be reversed. Had he grown up

among the Reds, he might have become leader of the Communists;

today he is half on the way.

It is rare in a life story still in the making that one can with such

certainty and at such an early point discern the influence of per-

sonal experiences on- the formation of political theories. Hitler's

dogmas are all consequences of his personal frustrations. Because

he is of very poor racial stock, as the greatest German expert on race

testified to his face in court, he persecutes the mixed races. Because

he comes of people who were mistreated by Austria, he hates

Austria. Because he suffered want in his youth, he hates the rich.

Because he vegetated in Vienofcshelters supported by Jewish money,

he hates the Jews. Because he was refused admission to the academy

for lack of talent, he persecutes the style of painting that was then
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in fashion. Because the art of living has been denied him, he hates

the French, who excel in that art. Because he is ill at ease in the

presence of women, he banishes them from public affairs. Because

he has learned nothing, he hates the intellect.

With so much hatred - whom, then, does Hitler love? Bismarck,

the great hater, in the end loved old trees, animals, and his wife

he lived with his family. Hitler, who denies all natural bonds to the

past and the future, loves neither nature nor beauty nor liberty.

Unlike other dictators, he does not even love power to build with

devotion only power to subjugate. This is no ordinary vanity, nor

plain ambition. It is a lifelong, insatiable thirst for vengeance on

those whom he once had to envy because theirs was the greater

wealth, power and security.

Thus Hitler enacts before our eyes the tragedy of the under-

privileged who attains no inner peace even in a career without

precedent. His features express this the shifty eyes forever on the

alert for victims, the affectation of mustache and lock these are

the make-up of a man who would appear strong. When the mus-

tache of William II is painted into Hitler's official portrait, the

resemblance between the two neurasthenics becomes striking. Un-

like earlier dictators or even Mussolini, we have no reports pre-

senting Hitler in a tranquil mood he is always either wrought up
or brooding. He is a man always on the run, and this restlessness

makes him thoroughly German.

And yet it is this very morbid passion that swept him to the

top. For in the absence of any knowledge of countries and lan-

guages, of alien customs and literatures, only a clairvoyant could

have foreseen with such certainty that French democracy was rotten

while the British was not. Long before he came to power he sensed

the impending collapse of France, which he then promoted and pre-

pared by psychologically correct means until finally the 1940 cam-

paign against France, with its collaboration of all available means,

represented a masterpiece. Yet as late as August 1940 the same man

passionately resisted an attack on Britain, not on but against the

counsel of his generals indeed, he lost two precious months for

this reason. Memories of Napoleon and William II may have had

476



A Radio Orator

their share in strengthening his presentiment that he would meet

with failure in the case of Britain.

Such clairvoyants, who, at other moments, are comedians, can

attain their greatest successes only when they find men suited to

their purpose. Hitler's first instinct took him to the Prussians. He
sensed that no other people would accept a figure like himself, and

at the same time that only the classic nation of obedience would
be capable of realizing his ideas. That was why Hitler's successes

were so much greater and faster than those of Mussolini.

The Germans have always had a weakness for this mixture of

amateur acting and romanticism, the last time for William II,

the resemblances to whom we have outlined (pp. 397-398) . The
sudden change from genuine emotion to emotional exhibitionism,

arising from the insecurity of his character, invests the leader, in

the eyes of the German, with a special intensity that seems comical

to more vigorous or cynical peoples. For that reason no non-Ger-

man, even if he speaks German well, can grasp Hitler's effect on

the masses, when listening to him at the radio.

Yet Hitler has simply and solely talked himself into power. The
Germans have produced such great composers and actors that the

third form of audible art, oratory, has evaded them. One must go
far afield to find orators among the German people. This phe-

nomenon runs parallel to the lack of revolutions. Since Lassalle

that is to say, for eighty years there has hardly been a single orator.

William II lacked the radio and the habit of speaking to the people.

Without the radio Hitler's power in its present form would hardly

be possible. True, the invention is equally open to all, but it must

be considered that even Napoleon could have done much more

with the telegraph than his enemies; by its aid he could have directed

the battles in Spain from Moscow. The Germans can be captured

only through the imagi-natinn ggyfr Ky Iftgir? thus, in a new leader

who at first came unarmed, the Germans succumbed to the ubiquity

of sound. One of the greatest tricks was that millions heard him

without seeing him, for his advisers must have recognized the weak-

ness of his personal appearance, which strongly invited parody.

The main factor that decided Hitler's success was that he brought
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back to the Germans all the things they had so sorely missed for

fourteen years. He promised arms to the warrior nation and at the

same time he revived processions and flags. In short, he seemed to

be a combination of Frederic the Great and Wagner, and he had

the effect of a savior. After an epoch that had lacked all imagination,

at last a stream of banners descended upon the Germans, commands

rang out, fanfares sounded, a great pyramid after the model of the

old was built up by the Nazis, with a hundred titles that could

be abbreviated, with a thousand stones and steps on which one

could carry and bear down with insignia on the sleeve, a new cap,

and especially a pair of riding boots, though no horse in the bargain.

All this was done in the image of Wagner continual proces-

sions, an everlasting melody, a few persistently reiterated themes,

pure innocence and demons lusting for revenge, knights in shining

armor and vassals marching in time, vows and breaches of loyalty

unto death, a mixture of brutality and mysticism, heroism to suit

the little man in this way Hitler transposed the military Estate

into Wagnerian terms. With his subtle feeling for the German soul,

he gratified both its dreams obedience and music, discipline and

emotion. Thus he shines through the dim world in which the

Germans like to combine the victory of the great with their own

profit.

The overwhelming art of propaganda which the resourceful

Mephistopheles among them contrived was wholly new to the Ger-

mans. Never had they been flooded by such a masterfully directed

stream of speeches, symbols, celebrations, insignia, in which all

the old institutions, from the chancellery of the privy council to

the bowling club, seemed to outdo each other. Praised and roared

at in turn by this persuasive machine, Germany felt safe and sound

in the arms of a mighty master, just as certain women do in their

dreams. After fourteen painful years responsibility at last dropped
away from the Germans; at last there was someone to command.
Hitler gave the Germans back their ancient right to obey, not their

self-assurance that they had exhibited to 'the world long before

him, whenever they rode blaring and fault-finding through foreign
lands. Only Hitler gave back to the small bouigeois a sense of his
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own value, something neither the wealthy middle class nor the class-

conscious workers had granted him.

A weak man who has spent a dull, shadowy youth ridden with

spells of depression can accomplish such things only by virtue of

a nervous energy that at certain hours solidifies into grandiose ac-

tion, only to slacken completely and as suddenly. Where else could

Hitler find his sudden surges of an energy that carries all before it

than in a fanatical faith in his cause? Does he not lack all other

resources? His lack of education is not merely a biographical ac-

cident; it is his principle, and it is this enmity toward the intellect

that chiefly distinguishes him from the Bolshevists, who worship

knowledge. In the year 1923 the beaten, impoverished German

Republic printed more than 32,000 books; in 1939 the flourishing

Nazi Germany printed only 20,000.

That is why Hitler is the greatest example in German history of

the schism between the spirit and the State. For a thousand years

the German State had held aloof from, though it had tolerated, the

spirit. It had assigned the spirit reservations, like the Indians, in

which it was rarely disturbed. Hitler is the first German to fight and

suppress the spirit on behalf of the State. He turned the anti-intel-

lectual sentiments of a hundred kings and princes into a cult.

Hitler outdid even the most dull-witted in his complete "courage

for illiteracy," as he once put it. Never before has a book like his

own, written in such pedestrian and unimaginative German, become

famous its quality, by the way, is notably enhanced in translation.

On not a single one of its seven hundred pages is there an image

drawn from the life of the people, a simile taken from farm, factory,

sport or history, or from anything bearing the vividness of life.

The political books and memoirs of many a king may have been

written by others, but surely Mein Kampf stems from the hand of its

avowed author at least it shows the same hand as his speeches.

These platitudes and slogans, previously done to death in a thou-

sand editorials, have their effect on the inchoate German masses

when they are spoken, shouted, bellowed, but the reader of the

printed book is less tolerant. This is no uncultured diamond in the

rough, uttering forceful sentiments. The style is that of a third-
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rate provincial newspaper hack. Hitler's style and his portrait are

sufficient to remove him permanently from the Napoleon class.

Yet it remains astonishing that Hitler has been able to make

many personal conquests even beyond the popular masses. The
fact that the professors followed him is merely a recurrence of a

phenomenon which the present book has continuously reported.

That almost all the writers surrendered accords equally with the

habits of German thinkers from Luther to Kant habits that have

been described. But that Hitler the civilian won over the generals

that is his most amazing conquest.

It cannot be explained by the bare promise to give them all

jobs, money and honors. It would appear that his fanatical faith

took by surprise these men, who are cynics, like their forefathers and

their class, men who have always managed to live on quite happily
after lost wars. With one exception that has been mentioned, Ger-

man history knows no generals who committed suicide or went mad
after a defeat. Prussian generals, moreover, are strangers to the

deep hatred which Hitler developed from his frustrations. They
are gruff, but they do not hate; and when they do hate, it is their

superiors, not the enemy. And now came this hysterical man with

his passion, declaring without proof that France was rotten and

Austria ripe for the fall. For the first time a civilian added passion

and vision to the tanks and the guns, the marching plans and

mobilization schemes. Evidently this impressed the generals.

At the same time Hitler never dares admit his veneration of power
and force. His sense of inner insecurity leads him to whine and com-

plain about his peaceful intentions that only deceit on the part
of the perfidious Britons made him reluctantly reach for his sword.

Herein lies the crucial difference from the proud amorality of the

Renaissance, the Borgia, and even Nietzsche.

It is his passion that impels him to cruelty and lies. In his own

way, he undoubtedly acts in good faith when having innocents

murdered, friends cheated or defenseless countries assaulted. The

thought of world-dominion expiates the means, whatever they may
be. Indeed, he would call himself weak, recognize himself with

terror, were he ever to be magnanimous. This vehemence in de-
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struction, this furious hatred of all that is successful, sound, beauti-

ful, without being subject to his authority these are always the

symptoms of men that lack self-confidence. He risks everything on a

single turn, as on the bloody night of June 30, or the reoccupation
of the Rhineland. Yet he himself turns tail before a single weapon,
as on the November day of the Munich Putsch (1923) .

A nature of this kind the clinical picture has been projected by

physicians, authors, indeed, the patient himself must create a

private life for itself to conserve body and soul, to strengthen itself

for its rare outbursts. The blindness, of hysterical origin, with

which terror struck him for several days during the World War, and

for describing which a Heidelberg professor was later dismissed, may
have served him as a warning. His weak constitution needs to rest

and gather strength. It lapses into long periods of lassitude, like an

actor lounging about during the summer vacation without be-

traying a trace of his talent. Thus there is no sport for Hitler, no

wine, no hobby; and when he does for once encounter a woman, to

try his virility once more, despite everything, the end is flight or

death on the part of the woman, as in the case of his niece. A man

who can drive no car, ride no horse, swim no river, use no skis, who

can have neither wife nor children such a man, in return, is able,

- at decisive moments, to act with the power peculiar to certain

artists who instinctively impose similar restrictions upon them-

selves.

Since this fanaticism has risen from personal disappointments and

envy of happier men, the desire for self-assertion undoubtedly stands

at the beginning of Hitler's career, a motivation found in many
other active men. That is why Hitler's success was painfully built

up and restlessly earned. True, such great success was possible only

among the Germans.



N,I EVER before did a dictator get his hands on such

willing masses, on so wonderfully humble and pliable a material,

as did the first illicit leader to find the Germans. Napoleon met with

much greater resistance from his people, and so did Mussolini. All

that has been related and interpreted in the preceding five hundred

odd pages proves how ardently the Germans, suddenly liberated

against their will, waited fourteen years for a master to take them

into his power. The few exceptions the splendid clergymen, paci-

fists and Trade-Unionists who were locked up and killed for their

convictions add up to not even one in every thousand Germans.

The best known of them, Martin Niemoller, the German hero of

this epoch, has a face that reminds one of Diirer's pen. He is a West-

phalian, the son of a minister, an enthusiastic sailor, and a man of

profound faith. During the first World War he covered himself with

glory as a U-boat commander, and the war failed to precipitate him
into inner struggles, for his faith in Germany is as firm as his faith

in God. After the Revolution an uncle helped him to take over a

farm, and his first close contact with agricultural workers who re-

garded themselves as Marxists moved him profoundly. He came to

the conclusion that souls were more important to him than tilling

and harvesting the soil. He became a student of theology, taking
instruction in Hebrew, though at the same time ardently champion-

ing the German cause. A commander in the student defense corps,
he fought in the Kapp Putsch. He was already thirty when he de-

livered his first sermon in Miinster, and so bitterly poor that he
had to do hard manual labor, including laying railway tracks. His

dual nature, his crusader spirit, deeply devout yet romantic and

always patriotic, led to many inner conflicts, though it did not reach

a crisis until Hitler demanded an oath of personal allegiance from
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all German ministers. Together with a few of his colleagues,

Niemoller protested. An attempt was made on his life, and there

were daily demonstrations in his favor by a congregation that

sensed a strong man at its head. But the persecutions continued,

ending in dismissal. No longer permitted to preach, Niemoller gave
instruction in his home. He was arrested, tried, acquitted, re-arrested

and sent to the concentration camp. There he declined a pardon
offered on condition that he refrain from preaching. After the out-

break of the war, however, he is supposed to have volunteered to

command a U-boat.

That offer reveals the division in the German soul in its full

tragedy. Here is a man of dauntless courage and conviction, a man

resembling Luther in staking his life for his convictions, a man

preaching against Nazi theories, a man unswerving in his refusal

to swear allegiance to another as though he were God. Yet this

same man is ready to dive into the sea, under the hateful flag

of this very blasphemer, to fire torpedoes on Germany's enemies.

Homesick 6migrs tell the world that Hitler is not Germany. Yet

did not all Germans vote for him again and again? Even though
a certain percentage of the electorate was cowed by threats, the over-

whelming majority voted for him of their own will. Today the

Germans suffer the pangs of hunger while they listen to the blan-

dishments of world dominion. As we add these last pages, in Sep-

tember 1941, the butter and meat rations in Germany grow smaller,

as the Germans conquer more and more countries. Even the theory

of the have and the have-not nations has been reduced to absurdity

by its inventor, for what wealth did the invaded Danes, Norwegians

and Poles possess that Germany did not have itself? The Germans

remind one of the dog in the manger who is unable to eat the grain

but keeps barking to prevent the horses from feeding. What then

did the Germans get out of eight years of Hitler?

He put to work millions of unemployed, because he prepared and

waged war; and this is one of his reasons for continuing the war.

He seems, furthermore, to have overawe the last traces of enmity

among the ancient German tribes, to have perfected the union of
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the Reich in a form never attained by the Republic after the elimi-

nation of the princes.

Hitler has harnessed the Germans into an order no other people

would tolerate, especially not the Italians, and only part of the

Russians. No one can put up with a complete loss of liberty, and

yet many nations fighting the Nazi system will take over some of its

methods, as it took over Russian methods.

Unquestionably the Germans today think along modern lines, in

terms of machines rather than gold. They have shown the world

that it is possible to live, fight and conquer without gold, that the

engineer can live without the banker, but the banker not without

the engineer. Indeed, they owe their victories to their defeat of

the business ideology that dominated the old democracies up to the

time of the war. To produce what is necessary to the community
rather than profitable to the individual that is a thought that

reached Berlin from Moscow and that begins to pass from Berlin

into the whole world, because it is timely. It ought to be possible to

accept this principle without loss of liberty.

Nor do the Germans in the mass deplore the shackles on the

spirit. When did they ever grant the spirit the decision or even

an influence on the conduct of public affairs? A nation that has

for a thousand years borne whatever authority was imposed upon
it, that never fought of its own will for its freedom, that quickly

sought its way back under the yoke when it attained freedom against

its will the world ought to grasp that this German nation as 3.

whole shows no inclination to change. The first error to which we

succumbed when we believed after the World War that a new Ger-

many was possible that first error should protect us against a

second.

That the Germans are behind Hitler is proved by the persecution
of the Jews. When the world heard of the first German pogroms,
there was widespread testimony that in many places the crowds had

held back. Yet the increase in Jewish persecutions from the year

1933 to *he Year J 93^' fr m tjie fa"81 boycott to the march into

Vienna and the November pogroms, shows the extent to which

they belong to the German character. It was by no means only
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Storm Troopers who carried out the orders of their party. Wealthy
citizens, German professors, independent sportsmen took part in

the nocturnal assaults at the time, from passion and lust.

Why are the Germans, not as a government or a party but in the

mass, more hostile toward the Jews than other nations? As Arndt,

the passionate patriot, wrote with deep insight: "The German
loves to weigh down with chains even the soul of a shackled

galley slave." The German is a poor loser so much so that he

cannot bear success in others. The Russians directed their po-

groms against poor unknown Jews, but the Germans turned on the

wealthy and talented ones. It was not the ghetto that put them in

an ugly frame of mind, not the alien faces and gestures, but the

honor and influence acquired by Jewish bankers, the fame that

surrounded great scholars and artists.

With envy they followed the rise of the German Jews, ever since

these were emancipated. Why were their theaters and newspapers
the best? Why was it they who produced great medical discoveries,

outstanding surgeons, ingenious new methods, brilliant books

to a far greater degree in proportion to their numbers than the non-

Jewish population?

Into this general distrust of the people the Nazis now carried

the legalization of brute force, the end of lawful government, the

unrestrained will of youth, hungry for murder and booty. Who
else was there, during Hitler's beginnings, who offered a better

target for attack? The Jews combined all the qualifications of privi-

leged victims they were unarmed, well-to-do, easy prey to defama-

tion. Murder and robbery could be practised at once on these

people. For fourteen years the Republic had listened idly as mem-

bers of the German middle class said and wrote publicly that the

Jews had first started and then lost the war, since like the Socialists

they put international aims in the place of national sentiments.

Under the Republic six per cent of the Ministers were Jews

three had a part in the Revolution. On the other hand, German Jews

received twenty per cent of all Nobel Prizes conferred on Ger-

mans. All this was suppressed, as were the facts that they, who made

up but one per cent of the German people, furnished 100,000 sol-
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. diers for the war, of whom 12,000 fell in action. Perhaps the lowest

act ever committed by the Nazis was their removal of Jewish names

from small-town war memorials that held the names of the fallen in

letters of gold. But we have the same contempt of born Jews, as

Baron Oppenheim, von Weinberg, General Milch, Chief of the

German Air Force, author Arnold Bronnen, Hans Wohl-Semuth,

who makes all trade pacts. They accepted acknowledgment as

"Honorary Aryans" by the persecutors of their race and live in

friendship with them. Hitler's liberation of the Germans from the

Jews has done only harm to Germany, but it must be a source of

considerable satisfaction to the Germans.

This book, which refrains from relating atrocities, will describe

one single moment, as yet unrecorded, and told to the author by two

eyewitnesses who later managed to quit Germany.
A young Jew in Paris had assassinated Mr. vom Rath, a member

of the Paris Embassy, and as an act of political vengeance the

Germans made the hour of his burial an occasion for a new pogrom

against the Jews. As in other camps the 10,000 Jews concentrated in

Buchenwald were forced to stand for hours in military order. It was

November 11, 1938, n A.M. In a long row S.A. men passed by these

Jews, carrying the coffins of those who had "died" that morning.
Then followed a procession of those wounded and blood-covered

victims who had been almost whipped to death that morning,
kicked up by the soldiers when they collapsed in their

1

march. All

at once, one of them a merchant of sixty-five years, whom the

present author had known in his youth, and who had been brought
to the camp only three days before terribly mutilated, pulled him-

self up, a tall man, and, in a last effort lifting his arms up towards

his brothers, in a loud voice and in Hebrew pronounced the ancient

Jewish blessing of his forefathers.

For some minutes the soldiers stood still, struck with a curious

astonishment. Then they seized him, carried him off, and killed him
that same day. The name of this Jew, which may not be told for the

sake of his family, must be added to the list of those German martyrs
that begins with Huss and will continue through the ages to come.

Despite their long history of submission, the Germans have never

suffered such inroads on their ultimate liberties as during the past

486



The World Distrusts Germany
nine years. No one is left to work as he pleases, when he pleases,

where he pleases, whether he be rich or poor, worker, farmer or

doctor. The whole land resembles a huge barracks into which the

six-year-old German is admitted, where he is trained, drilled,

broken and held until even the funeral ceremonies are prescribed.
For generations to come the concept of law has been undermined
for eighty million men. Even if the Germans will lose in the end,

their faith in brute force has been strengthened for generations.

They learned nothing from their first defeat, stubbornly hastening
back to their ideals; how can they be expected to learn from a second

defeat?

The deriding of sincere convictions, the contempt for law, the

glorification of murder, the desecration of graves and houses of

worship, the distrust of all against all, the spying on close friends,

the denial of one's own father for reasons of race, the destruction of

independent science, the enslavement of teachers and professors, the

training for perverse brutalities, the stultification of women, the sur-

render of all passion in favor of the State all these must leave be-

hind a generation that will face its contemporaries in other lands as

strangers.

And what about the defamation of the German name throughout
the world? This time no German will be able to say that he was

coerced by the ruling class, for today everyone has his friends in the

Party. The entire nation has undertaken or approved this devasta-

tion. The entire nation has accepted the axiom of its Minister of

Justice: "That is right which serves Germany." These six words

encompass the moral disaster.

Can the world forget all this? Can a man who lived through the

Battle of London as a boy ever offer his hand to a German? Can

a Norwegian ever again receive a German as a guest in his home?

Where lives the Dutchman who can ever again do business with a

German, with his mother and a hundred others machine-gunned

by a German airplane? And where is the country that will conclude

a treaty with the Germans, who have expressly made the validity of

treaties dependent on their advantage? And why should Hitler's

successor be believed, since he learned the new morality as a boy

and thus is bound to abide by it?



Dream of World Dwmnion

Hitler did not bring the Germans luck, but they did not ask that.

They do not seek liberty, nor wealth, nor even harmony and

serenity of the mind. The ancient dream of world dominion, the

ultimate rehabilitation sought in their mystic visions, the admira-

tion of a world they forever like to accuse like innocent children

this public recognition, sought and demanded by their inborn

sense of insecurity, Hitler has brought to them, even though for but

a while. Never did they have a leader who suited them better.

As a conqueror Hitler cannot be compared with his German

predecessors. Around 800, 1000 and 1500 A.D. Charlemagne, Otto

the Great, and Charles V had made Germany the strongest power
in Europe. But this power was half-inherited; it came from the out-

side, or obliquely; it did not surge forth from within, nor did it

last for more than a brief time. Hitler's triumphant march is better

compared with the onslaughts of the Goths, the Mongols, the

Normans barbarians that fell upon the ancient cultures, sub-

jugating them for a time, only to pass away, leaving little behind.

Who still remembers the names of their leaders? Two or three have

been carried across the ages on the wings of songs. Any analogy

with Napoleon is preposterous despite everything, Napoleon car-

ried new ideals to the nations he conquered. Along the Rhine or in

Italy he introduced laws and a social order that outlasted his expul-

sion because they were modern and just. True, in seeking to unify

Europe he saw himself and France at the head, but on the basis of a

great revolution that preached tolerance. Hitler conquered Paris on

the basis of a doctrine that made the supremacy of his race the

foundation of his rule.

Here the problem becomes involved. All the culture Germany
could have brought to the conquered countries has been held down
or b,eaten down by the Nazis. The German scholars and artists

driven from their homes are a symbol of this state of affairs. This

time the German spirit arrived in foreign lands in advance of

German might, and it is compelled to flee farther and farther before

that might. The flight of the best German minds from Germany to

neighboring countries, and after their conquest farther and farther

away, to America this will continue in song as the great symbol of



Look Out, Democracies

this persecution, continue with the never-ending gratitude of the

emigrants. Thus the most intellectual city of the world could ex-

pect only barbarism when Prussian boots strode up to the monu-

ments of the Tuileries. All those who meant Germany's fame in the

world have been received by other nations as guests and refugees,

not as conquerors. The entry of the German spirit through the

Arc de Triomphe took place seven years before the entry of the

German tanks, and to much greater applause.

Yet Hitler was correct in his presentiment that the old democ-

racies had run dry. France at least will learn much from its defeat.

The French lived too carelessly, too cynically, on the brink of

a world in upheaval. Britain too did not move until May 1940, and

even then but incompletely, its governing aristocracy, together

with the Bank of England and the City, having failed to prepare

the nation. There too, after the heroic struggles of these months, a

return to the old order and diplomacy would be intolerable.

The National-Socialist Party bears its dual name rightfully, for

it is Socialist too. The rapid evolution that has led the world away

from pure capitalism for the past twenty years has been accelerated

in all countries through war economy; most of all in Germany,

which has been based on a war economy for nine years. While the

Fascist countries quickly adapted themselves to these modern up-

heavals, the wealthy continued to govern in the old way in the

two great Western democracies. It was they who made possible

Germany's rearmament, instead of crushing it. "Rather Hitler than

Blum," said more than one French industrialist, and Lord Rother-

mere proclaimed: "The steadfast young Nazis are the saviors of

Europe."
And yet, when fear of Bolshevism inspired the men of the Bank

of England and the Bank of France to the Pact of Munich, their

dreams faded. Today the promoters in Paris, Amsterdam and Buda-

pest feel themselves coerced into a system that more and more closely

resembles that of Moscow. When German and Italian capital had

already been almost entirely confiscated by the Government, the free

democracies sided with the State Socialism of the dictators. Ortho-

dox capitalism, in any event, has failed in Europe; and it is quite
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possible that we shall soon see Hitler in the guise of a Communist.

He is preparing the unification of Europe a union sought by
all as a confederacy rather than under the leadership of a master

race just as the best among the Germans always sought Austria's

Anschluss, but not under Hitler's guns. The unification of Europe
and the dethronement of half a dozen kings can only be useful to

Europe. Even after the fall of Napoleon none of the more than

hundred small German principalities he liquidated rose again.

Many a prophet has attained ends he never sought. Hitler, like

Columbus, will land on a continent he never sought. From the con-

quest of Europe by Hitler, the United States of Europe may very

well arise, if in the end the swastika is struck and the White Flag of

Liberty hoisted in its stead.

Neither forms nor dates can be predicted. One thing seems cer-

tain: the conquered peoples will not bend under the yoke as long as

the Germans. The second World War can end only in revolution,

just as the Russian Revolution gave the first World War its decisive

turn. In harmony with the spirit of the times, however, the forms

are likely to be social rather than national. Instead of a German

Europe Hitler will find in the end a liberal one. In decisive contrast

to the theory of 'race, the revolutions of the impending years will no

longer arise over provinces and frontiers, but over a more just re-

distribution of wealth. History will note that as one consequence of

this war the claim of every citizen to a decent livelihood became a

demand in all countries. There is no "Holy Alliance" in the offing,

as after the fall of Napoleon nor can or should any new Talley-

rand come again to power. The first thing the subjugated nations

will seek to regain more liberty than they had before the War, not

less.

Germany will be the last rather than the first the German

character, reflected in its history as here presented, guarantees that.

Not until one of the enslaved nations will have risen, not until

perhaps the first fraternization between armed German workers in

uniform and unarmed non-German workers will have dissolved an
unnatural servitude not until then is there the prospect that
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certain German circles too will rise and overthrow in civil war

the present regime to which they themselves in large part belong

today. Even if Hitler should partly win the Russian war it may bring
him corn, but no enthusiasm. Germans have often been anti-French,

never anti-Russian, not even in the World War. On entering-

Moscow the soldiers would see where Hitler's methods were taken

from; they would fraternize with the followers of a discipline so

similar to their own and might well become Communists.

The breakdown of the modern Djingiskhan is inevitable with the

help of America, but cannot be attained by invasion, only by revolts

in Europe. A powerful blockade would terrify the leaders more than

the German people who are willing to stand privations for any

length of time; they can do without money and luxury. But noth-

ing can make a more disastrous impression on the people than bomb
attacks. The German character does not react like the English in

hardening to distress and becoming stubborn. The Germans are

more nervous by nature, and their nerves have been overstrained

during the last ten years.

Armed and under command, as a soldier, the German keeps his

courage, but as a target, attacked by invisible strangers, as a civilian

without orders and superiors, he easily succumbs. He has not

seen an invasion of his country for one hundred and thirty years.

When the Anglo-Saxon blockade, revolts among the conquered

nations, and bomb attacks inside Germany will have reached a

maximum, then the generals may be ripe to get rid of their

"Fuhrer" in order to save themselves. This will be a dangerous

moment for the world, because Prussian generals are not more

trustworthy than Hitler. The victors will have to look out for the

"Unknown Prisoner" when he steps out of the barbed camp wires,

and try to make peace with him.

The idea of disarming a beaten Germany alone, as was done in

Versailles, shows incomprehension of the German character.

Since so efficient a people cannot be deprived of its rights in eco-

nomic competition, the only method of living with them will lie in

the founding of the United States of Europe, which will be much

easier to create after a second German defeat than it was after the
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first. Only positive disarmament of all the nations of Europe can

insure German disarmament too, without the possibility of revenge.

There will be a Federal Army and a Federal Navy for Europe, as

the United States defense forces today are directed from Washing-
ton. Germany will then no more be able to start a war than the State

of California.

In this way alone can the poison fangs be drawn from the jaws of

the Germans, can the great gifts of their spirit be given their

rightful place in world culture, without fear of further outbursts.

492



20

T-L ODAY, of an autumn evening, an old man stands on
the terrace of Heidelberg Castle, looking down into the valley.

Behind him the red ruins loom into the dusk, symbols of German
architecture, destroyed by a French conqueror, overgrown since

then by three hundred years of dark-green ivy, and now a prom-
ontory of German romanticism. The history of the struggles be-

tween Germany and France looms in this symbol, set against Ger-

many's loveliest spot.

The old man with the domed brow, a philosopher and musician

like the best Germans, looks thoughtfully down to the river at his

feet, its waters rushing serenely toward the three stone arches of

the Old Bridge. It is the River Neckar. Here it has become a broad

stream, though just now, a bare mile upstream, it was forcing its

narrow course through the mountains. How quickly the river be-

came transformed, almost like Germany! Yonder the vineyards

climb the hill in terraced array. That hill to the left of the Neckar

is called the Konigstuhl; over to the right, at half-height, runs the

Philosopher's Path; again the two Germanys sound in the names.

Looking over the walls, the philosopher sees below a square
white building the University, the oldest in Germany. It has

been more than five centuries and a half since the first teachers

there held forth before their students. Since then a hundred splen-

did heads, the brows of true thinkers, have bent over their studies

and experiments in the little houses between the vineyards or the

old homes of the inner city all for the sake of wisdom. Down
there, in that narrow, crooked street, Bunsen explored the substance

of the stars, and at last found the solar spectrum. At the same time,

but a few blocks away, Helmholtz calculated the wave-lengths of
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sound and light, and for the first time penetrated the hitherto closed

sanctuary of the eye with his speculum.

Thoughtfully the mind of the old sage roves over the ancient

roofs. Over there, where they come close together and some still

exhibit varicolored tiles, must have been the house where Luther

met the humanists while the youthful, pale Melanchthon stood by

and worshiped the valiant monk. Here where the old one of the

domed brow sat himself, the shadow of Goethe had fallen, for here

Goethe's youthful heart had lived through its Sturm und Drang,

when, filled with love and wanderlust, he hesitated between writ-

ing and action before he left his fatherland for the first time. Here

he had sat again forty years later by the side of the exquisite Mari-

anne, rejuvenated in her presence, picking up a chestnut and

writing an immortal poem about it.

For verily, in this southern corner of Germany a few chestnuts

ripen not many and only in sheltered spots, but just enough to

fill a German with the ancient yearning for the South.

Far to the West, dose to the setting sun, one can barely make

out the shadow of four towers the old man, his eyes undimmed

by study, can even discern the two domes. That is the Cathedral of

Speyer and there, he knows, lie buried many German Emperors who,

all of them, strove southward to the chestnuts. And now comes the

moment when the setting sun illuminates the Rhine, into which the

Neckar flows. Not far away from there lies the spot where Ariovistus

answered Caesar with the speech that introduces this book. It is

almost as though German history were spreading away under the

terrace of the old castle.

But now that the philosopher turns homeward for it is grow-

ing chilly he makes out a heap of rubble over in the newer east-

ern part of town. That was a British bomber that came flying re-

cently to pay back the attack of the Germans in their week-long
battle. Once British students sat there beneath the white dome,

learning from the lips of German scholars many things they could

not find at home above all the German language with its won-

drous sound. Perhaps it was one of those students who had now come
back as an airplane pilot.
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Beethoven

Where are they? the old man ponders, crushing his hat as

though he fears his thoughts can be read beneath it. He strides

toward his tiny, ancient room. Where are they now, the times of

German Humanism that flourished in this town from Luther to

Goethe and Helmholtz? Where is the glory of the German name?

Where the freedom of research? Where youth's thirst for learning?

Where are the boats with their colorful lanterns, with the merry old

student songs drifting up against the town and the hill? Over in the

Cathedral the Emperors rest from their Roman pilgrimages that

brought such fateful suffering to themselves and the Germans. Far

away rest the reformers who centuries ago were permitted to speak
what today is forbidden to their descendants. Deserted lie the labo-

ratories, for youth has marched into faraway lands to mow down
alien peoples. In the libraries stand the works of Kant, handed down

by the fathers, now unread and unloved, for he has nothing to say

to this German age. Only the Rhine has remained the self-same

stream as in Siegfried's times; and when the Germans dream, they

hear the "Lorelei."

Night has broken over the old Neckar town, over Germany. The

old man has come home he gazes before him in resignation. Now
he opens the piano and plays the last Sonata of Beethoven.

THE END
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382; Wagner's, 364; Nietzsche's, 373;

problem in. Austria-Hungary, 404;

oratory, 477; Hitler's, 479-480
Lassalle, Ferdinand, 330, 335-336, 348,

349* 388, 459> 477
Law, 10, 133, 206, 452, 454
Leaders, 5-6, 9, 10, 37, 39, 46, 416,

417, 461, 463, 477, 488, 491. See also

Dictatorships

League of Nations, 296, 318, 435, 451-
457

League of West-German Knights, no
Legend, 363, 365. See also "Lorelei";

Nibelungenlied
Leibniz, 84, 156, 166, 196, 226, 228, 239,

308, 371
Leiden, 142

Leipzig, 216, 280, 982

Lenin, Nikolai, 435
Leo X (pope) , 73, 88, 90, 93-94, 96,

Leopold I (emperor) , 172, 173, 177

Lessing, 166, 203, 228, 230, 231, 241
Leuthen, 191
Levetzow, Baron von, 400
Lewm, Rachel, 332
Liberation, 252, 258, 260, 262, 269, 294
Liberation, Wars of, 257, 354
Liberty, 141, 163, 181, 207, 283, 284,

288, 289, 295, 298, 316, 319, 321, 326,

375. 384* 385. 44> 456* 458, 484. 486,

488, 490
Lichnowsky, Prince, 215, 218, 458
Liebig, Justus von, 166

Liebknecht, Wilhelm, 311, 349, 414,

4 19* 438, 458
Lige, Bishop of, 73
Lincoln, Abraham, 185, 199
Linnaeus, 265
Lissa, 338
List, Friedrich, 305
Liszt, Franz, 365
Lithuania, 434
Livonia, 428
Lloyd George, David, 435
Lobkowitz, Prince, 215, 289
Locarno, 460
Locke, 205
"Lorelei," 303, 333
Lorraine, 171, 283, 343, 345, 385
Lothaire (emperor) , 52
Louis XIV, 170, 171-173, 174, 177, 193-

194, 205, 226, 255, 345
Louis XVI, 210
Louis Philippe, 297, 310
Louise, Queen, 270
Lubeck, 44
Ludendorff, General, 366, 393, 394,

421-424, 426, 430, 432, 440, 441, 448,

449. 458, 459
Liideritz, 351

Ludwig I (Bavaria) , 312-313
Ludwig II (Bavaria), 313
Luther, Martin, 29, 58, 68, 69, 74, 88,

109, no, 112, 114, 121, 122, 129, 132,

135, 136, 140, 153, 166, 178, 205, 206,

214, 226, 232, 233, 238, 243, 247, 248,

251, 257, 260, 261, 292, 296, 306, 349,

35i 362, 363. 373. 395> 398, 406, 427*

451, 480, 483, 494, 495; early life,

79-83; in Rome, 84-85; in Witten-

berg, 90-94; the ninety-five theses,

91; excommunication, 94; and
Charles V, 98-102; before Diet of

Worms, 99-102; at the Wartburg,
103-109; translates the Bible, 105-
106; and peasant revolts, 106-108;

upholds State authority, 108-113,

117-120; hymns, 115; reactionary
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Luther (continued)
final period, 116-120; and Coper-
nicus, 130; and Bismarck, 325, 324-

325
Lutheranism, 82, 134, 137
LUtzen, 150

Luxemburg, 458

MACHIAVELLI, 25, 186, 369, 373
Mackensen, General von, 399

Magdeburg, 80

Magellan, 98
Maginot Line, 345
Magyars, 404
Mahler, Gustav, 403
Marees, 355
Marengo, 253
Margaret of Parma, 142
Maria Theresa, 178, 187-191, 197, 198,

205, 210, 215, 246, 276, 329, 376
Marie Antoinette, 209
Marie Louise, 278
Marius, 7

Marlborough, 178
Marlowe, Christopher, 68

Marx, Karl, 166, 302, 304, 306-307,
i i> 33 1-334> S38

imiliaMaximilian (emperor) , 75-78, 92, 94,

96, 98, 124

Mayer, Robert, 300
Medici, Catherine de', 140, 142
Meissner, 455
Melanchthon, 84, 93, 113, 114, 130,

494
Memel, 434
Mendelssohn, Felix, 166, 227, 230, 302,

357-358, 486
Menzel, Adolf von, 355
Me'rime'e, Francois, 323
Metternich, 275, 276-278, 281-283, 297,

3H. 336 > 35i 37^ 404
Metz, 134, 345
Mexico, 131

Meyerbeer, 166, 365
Michelangelo, 90, 127
Middle Ages, 24-26, 41, 55, 225, 251,

*54, 299, 346, 389, 475; burghers,
41-44; cities, 45-49; art, 50-54; poets
and minstrels, 55-56, 57-60; knowl-

edge, 61-63. s
t

ee a^ Emperors; Holy
Roman Empire

Middle class, 320, 329, 335-336> 4J9*
462, 485. See also Bourgeoisie;

Burghers; Capitalism; Cities

Milan, 28, 33, 131
Militarism, 181-184, 384, 387, 388, 394,
414-418, 478; military service, 180,

*73> 354 3^ Nietzsche on, 355;

after World War, 469. See also Army;
Prussia: army; Warriors

Mirabeau, 200, 273
Mirbach, Count, 433
Mohammed, 109
Mohammedans, 19. See also Islam;

Turkey
Moll, 225
MoUwitz, 188

Moltke, General von, 167, 343, 350,

394
Mommsen, 166, 305, 400

Montesquieu, 237
Montez, Lola, 312
More, Sir Thomas, 128

Moscow, 279
Moselle, 283
Motley, 322, 374
Mozart, W. A., 127, 166, 204, 213-215,

217-218, 219-222, 224, 235, 236, 239,
285, 289, 292, 327, 357, 361

Miihlberg, 136
Miilhausen, 112

Munich, 312, 431; Beer Revolution,

320; Putsch, 481; Pact of, 489
Munzer, Thomas, 108, 112

Music, 51-54, 115, 116, 163, 213-224,

299, 302, 356, 359, 360-361, 403. See
also Luther

Mussolini, 325, 454, 470, 476, 477, 482
Mysticism, 69-71

NANTES, 144; Edict of, 177

Naples, 131

Napoleon, 136, 186, 191, 192, 193, 233,

248, 252, 266-^269, 273, 285, 305, 326,

334. 35i* 370, 385 4i3> 476-478, 480,

482, 488, 490; reorganizes Germany,
253-256; revolutionizes Prussia, 257;
carrier of revolutionary ideas, 258;

opposed by Arndt and Fichte, 260-
261; relation to Stein, 271-275;
master of Germany, 275; vanquished
by Stein and Metternich; and Bee-

thoven, 285-291, 292; and Goethe,
292-294

Napoleon III, 329, 336, 337, 339, 342-
343

National Assembly (France) 315, 316,
318

Nationalism, 253, 257, 345, 387; in
sixteenth century, 76; Stein's, 273,
276; at Congress of Vienna, 282;
of Heine, Marx, and Engels, 332-
334; after World War, 458-460. See
also Arndt; Fichte

Navy, 345, 351, 389, 408-409, 420,

434
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Nazis, 270, 298, 340, 391, 403, 421, 426,

436 445. 454. 458, 460, 470-471' 473
484; and Wagner, 360; and Nietzsche,

369; Socialism, 489. See also Hitler

Netherlands, 134, 139, 140-143, 146,

i47> 154, 200, 390, 391, 393
Newton, Sir Isaac, 156

Nibelungenlied, 57-58, 204, 259
Nicholas (Russia) , 405
Niebuhr, 305
Niemoller, Martin, 482-483
Nietzsche, Fnedrich, 25, 119, 166, 243,

252, 257 334> 354-355* 35^, 359* 39*.
402, 403, 480; and Wagner, 360,
361; immortality, 369-373

Nobel, 63; Prizes, 485
North German League, 340; Assembly,

346, 349
North German Lloyd, 348
North German Reichstag, 340, 413
Novalis, 166, 259
Nuremberg, 49, 58, 122, 123, 124, 150,

154

OFFENBACH, JACQUES, 166, 367
Olmutz, 319
Olympic Games, 385, 386
Oppenheim, Baron, 486
Orange, Prince of, 142

Orley, 100

Ossielzky, Carl von, 458
Otto II (emperor) , 29
Otto III (emperor) , 474
Otto the Great (emperor) , 28, 488
Ottoman Empire, 171
Oxenstierna, Count Axel, 172

PAINTING, 121-129, 355
Palatinate, 154
Palermo, 35, 36
Pan-German League, 390
Papen, von, 455, 464, 468, 470-472

Papin, 225
Paracelsus, 71
Paris, 76, 209, 210, 282, 344, 382; allies

enter, in 1814, 280; Conference

(1919) , 281; Communist League,
308; conquered by Hitler, 488

Parliaments, 310, 341; parliamentary

government begun by Bismarck, 340.
See also Reichstag

Peace, 77, 90, 345, 405; von Moltke on,

343; from 1871 to 191 1, 381; negoti-
ated, 427; responsibility for, 440;
Rathenau on, 459, See also Land-

frieden
Peasants, 32, 61, 74, 76-78, 271, 295,

311-312, 333, 348, 387; revolts, 103,

106-109, 111-113, 116, 119, 320
People, 244, 270, 279, 347, 354, 375,

416, 428, 431, 437, 441, 491; attitude

toward French Revolution, 207-408;
after 1848, 315; under Bismarck,

340-341; representative government,
348, 382, 430; first participation in

government, 353; oppose William II

in 1908, 400-401; \var guilt, 412-
414. See also Peasants; Revolution;
Workers

Pepin, 15, 22

Peter the Great (Russia) , 226
Peters, Karl, 351

Philip II (Spain), 134, 135, 138-139,
141-143, 145, 146

Philosophy, 302, 356
Pietists, 225-226
Pitt, 204
Pius IX (pope) , 350
Planck, 402
Platen, Count, 302-303
Plato, 86, 157, 236, 399
Plutarch, 5, 127
Poe, Edgar Allan, 360
Poets, poetry, 55, 58, 228-230, 302,

402; Troubadours, 53; epics, 57
Poland, 154, 228, 298, 347, 389, 390,

392-394, 434; first
partition, 197-

198; second and third partitions,
210, 212, 256

Politics, 302, 441. See also Power; War
Pomerama, 173, 198, 201

Pompadour, Marquise de, 189
Poniatowski, 197

Popes, 99, 130, 131, 149; and Pepin,
15, 23; Charlemagne crowned, 22;

struggles with emperors, 24-26, 27;
close relation to Germany, 28-29;
and Henry IV, 30-32; mocked by
Frederic II, 34; and Reformation,

75; toleration of Erasmus, 86; claim
secular power, go; and Luther, 101,

117; and Philip II, 138; and Charles

V, 139; concordats, 296; infallibility,

346. See also Church; Reformation

Population, 348, 392-393; density, 389,

390
Posen, 434
Potsdam, 178, 180, 181, 200, 267, 300,

437; Edict of, 177
Pourtales, Count, 417
Power, 363, 480; politics, 171

Prague, 47, 146; University of, 74
Preussisch-Eylau, 256
Princes, 209-210, 212, 241, 243, 253,

254* S 10^11 ' 320, 344' 347 353' 437'

505



Index

Princes (continued)
443; Protestant, 117, 118, 152; at-

titude toward French Revolution,

207-908; Rhineland, 282, 283; de-

generation, 455. See also Rhenish
Confederation

Professors, 206, 298-299
Protestant Union, 145
Prussia, 37, 146, 163, 164, 168, 170, 179,

181, 193, 194, 209, 210, 230, 233;
cadet schools, 80; spirit and culture,

164-167; army, 170, 180-184, 269-

271, 328, 336, 337, 338; leadership,

177, 282, 309-310, 340, 351; taxes,

179; peasants, 183; and Napoleon,
254-*56* 257; liberation, 260, 269-

275; admired by Hegel and Fichte,

261-262; and Austria, 278, 283, 328,

335-339' 376 *' ^g* 28 J Congress of

Vienna, 282, 283; geographic situa-

tion, 283; reaction after Napoleon,

295-298; revolution of 1848, 315-

319; loved by Bismarck and Lassalle,

335-336; takes Slesvig and Holstein,

336; war guilt, 412; corruption after

World War, 461; under Hitler, 468.
See also Bismarck; Brandenburg;
Hohenzollerns; Stein

Prussian Civil Code, 200
Prussian War Academy, 393
Ptolemy, 129
Pufendorf, Baron, 153, 172, 226

QUIDDE, LUDWIG, 400

RABELAIS, 139
Race, 27, 87, 258, 304, 370, 390-391,

469, 488, 490; Nietzsche's views, 371-
37*

Ranke, 305
Rantzau, Count, 435
Raphael, 127, 220, 246
Rath, vom, 486
Rathenau, Walter, 459-460; planned
economy, 460

Ratisbon, 47, 157, 254
Rearmament, 269-271, 489; armies,

after World War, 454, 466
Red Front, 454, 465, 466
Reformation, 75, 131, 134, 137, 139,

i43 *45 M9* s83' 347 37*- See also

Church; Huss; Luther

Refugees, 321-322, 489
Reger, Max, 403
Reibnitz, Baron, 459
Reich, in 1000, 27; dependence on
Rome, 72; divisions about 1500, 77-
78; around 1660, 172; disintegrated

506

by wars of French Revolution, 212;

Schiller's view, 234; vom Stein's con-

cept, 282; constitution proposed
about 1830, 298; organization pro-
posed in 1848, 315-316, 318-319.;
Bismarck's, 343; culture after uni-

fication, 353-359; Wagner's attitude,

363; Nietzsche's attitude, 370, 371;

foreign policy after Bismarck, 375;
See also Bismarck; Emperors; Ger-
man League; Hitler; Holy Roman
Empire; Princes; Unification; Wil-
liam I; William II

Reichstag, 27, 78, 92, 116, 153, 157,

194, 254, 273, 315, 329, 344, 374,

387, 401, 412, 414, 415, 437, 448;
Charles V, 98-99; Bismarck, 346-
347; army contempt for, 394; Aus-

trian, 404; in World War, 426-428,

430, 432; Hindenburg, 463; in 1932,

470, 472; fire, 473. See also North
German Reichstag; Parliaments

Reinhardt, Max, 403
Reiss, Philipp, 300
Religion, War of, 152
Rembrandt, 127, 128, 248, 351

73, 88, 115, 121, 131,
See also Humanism;

Renaissance,

139*

Italy
. Renn, Ludwig, 459
Republic, 58, 257, 269, 319, 327, 333,

341* 384. 393* 4*4> 432> 435* 437'

439' 441-448' 445. 45o 455' 456, 458 '

466, 479, 484, 485; reparations, 272,

434, 444, 464, 465; aim of Social

Democrats, 349; foretold by Bis-

marck, 407; lack of color, 444-445;

Hindenburg, 447; undermined by
rearmament, 454; leaders, 461; end,

469
Reuchlin, 86

Revolution, 10, 74, 194-195* 205, 438;
of 1848, 310-322, 328, 452; lost by
workers, 315-322, 440-412; of 1918,
402, 433* 437-448' 44", 45*; of

*5*5> 452; present prospects, 490-
491. See also England: Revolution;
French Revolution; July Revolution;
Peasants: revolts; Russia: revolu-

tion; revolution of 1848 under Aus-
tria and Prussia

Rhenish Confederation, 171, 255, 269,
282

Rhine, 3-5, 76, 150, 153, 154, 166, 207-
210, 254, 256, 283, 295, 303, 434, 443,

Ihineland: French occupation, 460,
465; German ^occupation, 474, 481
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Richelieu, 147, 148, 149, 152, 255
Richter, Eugene, 347, 386
Rights, 183, 452
Rilke, 402
Ritter, 305
Roberts, Lord, 400
Romanticism, 258-260, 357
Rome, 8, 12, 13, 73, 77, 83. See also

Augustus; Caesar; Marius; Pope
Rontgen, 402
Roon, General, 337
Roosevelt, President, 396
Rossbach, 191
Rossini, 221

Rothermere, Lord, 489
Rothschild, 310
Rousseau, J. J., 274
Rubens, 122, 221
Rudolf of Hapsburg, 47, 156

Rudolph, Archduke, 215, 218

Ruhr, 443
Rumania, 390, 434
Russia, 141, 191, 192; 198, 199, 210,

212, 256, 257, 269, 272, 283, 306, 351,

37&-S77. 39-394 434 460; revolu-

tion of 1917, 208, 377; and Na-

poleon, 253-254, 274, 279; and Met-
ternich, 278; before World War, 381,

382, 404, 405; revolution of 1905,

387; pogroms, 485; and Hitler, 491.
See also Bolshevism; Communism;
Holy Alliance; Moscow

Russo-Turkish War, 381
Ruthenia, 390
Rutli, oath of the, 39

SAAR, 434
Sachs, Hans, 58
Sadowa, 338, 376
St. Bartholomew, massacre of, 142
Saint Elizabeth, 103
Saint Mark, 82

Saint Paul, 83

Salisbury, Lord, 376

Salzburg, Archbishop of, 217
Sanssouci, 188, 199, 256
Savonarola, 73
Saxony, 21, 106, 108, 134, 152, 166, 172,

177* *79 188, 191, 192, 196, 244, 317,

338. See also Frederic the Wise

Scharnhorst, Gerhard Johann David,

167, 269
Scheidemann, 437

Schelling, Friedrich Wilhelm, 166, 181

Schill, Major Ferdinand, 274-275
Schiller, 166, 208, 231-235, 243, 246,

261, 265, 290, 292, 306, 308, 325,

326, 406, 452. See also Goethe

191-192, 193,

Schlegel, Friedrich Wilhelm, 166, 258,

Schleicher, 470-472
Schlieffen, Count Alfred, 393-394
Schliemann, Heinrich, 166, 305
Schliiter, 179
Schonaich, von, 459
Schonbrunn, 175, 275
Schonfeld, Fraulein von, 114

Schopenhauer, Arthur, 166, 302, 331,

356, 452
Schubert, Franz, 13, 166, 213, 214, 219-

224, 302, 368
Schumann, Robert, 166, 302, 357, 366
Schurz, Karl, 317, 321-322
Schwarz, Berthold, 63
Schwarzenberg, Prince, 280, 281, 316
Schwind, Moritz von, 166

Sedan, 343, 385
Seeckt, General Hans von, 454
Segestus, 9
Selim, 133

Semper, 317
Serbia, 390, 416, 417
Serfdom, 199, 201, 273
Seven Years' War, 182,

230, 319
Shakespeare, 127, 204, 231, 238, 246,

*59> 285, 293, 326, 403
Shaw, Bernard, 402
Shuvalov, 377
Sicily, 28, 34, 35

Sickmgen, Franz von, 88, 89, no, 111,

.3M33 349 4**
Siegfried, 495
Sigismund, 474
Silesia, 186, 188, 192; weavers, 306;

Simson, Eduard von, 319
Slaby, Adolf, 399
Slavs, 37-38, 87, 177* 334, 39

Slesvig, 316, 328, 336, 340, 434
Smalkaldian League, 117
Social Democrats, 341, 349, 384, 387,

Socialists, 343, 349~35** 374 884 $88,

400, 428, 431, 435, 441, 447* 456

468, 471, 485
Simmering, 300
Sophocles, 399
South, lure of the, 20, 25, 34, 43, 57,

73, 122-123, 124. 247. 267, 494
South America, 265
South Germany, 42, 53, 58
Spain, 95, 131, 138-144. 194* 69> 873,

*75, *98
Spandau, 256

Spartacus, 445
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Spec, 70

Spengler, Oswald, 402

Speyer, Cathedral of, 494
Spinoza, 226, 333, 357

Spirit, 12, 109, 154, 179, 248, 268, 458;

blossoming about 1500, 121; blos-

soming in eighteenth century, 213-
224; about 1800, 234-235; and Bis-

marck, 335-359; and Nietzsche, 369,

370; inactive under William II, 402-
403; shackled by Hitler, 484. See

also State

Stael, Madame de, 233
Stalin, 335
Staps, 275
State, 46, 118, 163, 227, 261-262, 273,

305, 460, 487; pyramid, 9, 46, 163,

261, 301, 385, 388, 478; and spirit, 23,

24, 32, 41, 50, 86, 99, 113, 120, 134,

142, 148, 159, 208, 213, 224, 240,

252, 262, 265, 299, 323, 348, 355,

373> 452, 46o, 479
Staupitz, von, 82

Stein, Baron vom, 167, 251-252, 260,

270-274, 276-279, 281-283, 295, 296,

304. 323, 327
Stein, Fran von, 245, 246
Sternberg-Wernigerode, Count, 322

Sternburg, Speck von, 399
Stettin, 173
Steuben, Baron von, 205
Stinnes, 443
Strasbourg, 76, 171, 173, 210, 350;

Cathedral, 50, 68
Strauss, David Friedrich, 304
Strauss, Johann, 166, 367-368
Strauss, Richard, 166, 403
Stresemann, 460, 464
Sturgk, 458
Stuttgart, 313, 317, 319
Suez Canal, 226
Suleiman, 133
Suttner, Baroness von, 405
Swabia, 166, 311
Swabian War, 152
Sweden, 44, 147, 149, 152, 154, 191,

212

Switzerland, 38-39, 141, 207, 306, 390,

391, 404, 409; Swiss Confederacy, 44;

Swiss, the, 152, 153

TACITUS, 10

Taft, William Howard, 392
Taine, 234
Talleyrand, 281, 490
Tangiers, 410
Tannenberg, 423-424
Tetzel, Johannes, 90, 92

Teutoberg Forest, battle of the, 3, 8
Teutonic Order, 37, 43, 170
Teutons, 3-15
Texas, 305
Theater, Theatricalism, 230, 361, 402,

403
Thirty Years' War, 145-154, 170, 174,

*93> 353 4 11 ; effects, 152-157
Thomasius, Christian, 225
Thuringia, 8

Thuringia, Herman of, 58
Tieck, Ludwig, 259
Tilly, Count Johann Tserglaes, 154,

167
Tilsit, Peace of, 256, 272

Tirpitz, Admiral Alfred von, 408-409
Tisza, 417
Titian, 122, 127, 129, 132, 133, 221,

Toller, Ernst, 458
Tolstoy, Leo, 402
Toul, 134
Treaties: of arbitration, 392; breach of,

393; dictated by Germany, 428, 434
Treitschke, Heinrich von, 270, 391
Trieste, 255
Triple Alliance, 376, 405

Trotsky, Leon, 419, 445
Turkey, 212; Turks, 92, 131, 133, 164,

173, 177; Sultan, 149. See also Otto-
man Empire

Tyrol, 255

ULM, 254
Umberto, 416
Unification, 252, 301, 305, 309-310,
3H> 337> 342, 346 389; attempted
in 1830*8, 299; attempted in 1848,

315-319; achieved, 343; and culture,

353-359. See also Bismarck
United States, 266, 310, 381, 383, 392,

455. See also America
Unruh, Fritz von, 459
Uruguay, 386
Utrecht, Bishop of, 98

VALMY, 210-211

Valois, the, 37, 95

Varnhagen, Rachel, 264
Veit, Dorothea, 332
Velasquez, 128

Venetia, 338
Venice, 43, 255
Verdi, 221

Verdun, 134
Versailles, 344; Treaty of, 412, 434-

435, 451, 453, 465, 491
Vetsera, Baroness, 246
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Victoria, Queen, 8, 298, 350, 395, 400
Vienna, 58, 163-166, 173, i74-!75. *77

178, 182, 229, 254, 267, 284, 285,

432; musical capital, 214, 215, 218;

Congress of, 281-284, 351; revolution
of 1848, 311, 313, 315, 316, 318

Vinci, Leonardo da, 236-237, 246
Virchow, Rudolf, 167, 329, 347, 358
Vischer, Peter, 124, 219
Vogelweide, Walther von der, 24, 58,

59-60, 103, 105, 223, 238, 373
Voltaire, 186, 188, 189, 199, 200, 203,

230

WAGNER, COSIMA, 246, 365
Wagner, Richard, 58, 166, 220, 221-

222, 260, 302, 317, 359, 369. 37*. 390,

403, 478; most dangerous of Ger-

mans, 360-368; musical influence,

3%
Wagram, 275
Waldenses, 73
Wallenstem, Albrecht von, 147-151,

152. 167, 325
War, 262, 326, 391, 392, 413; warriors,

8, 10, 52-53; warrior spirit, 257, 303;
on two fronts, 377; and politics, 393-
394, 426; economy, 489. See also Dis-

armament; Militarism

War of the Spanish Succession, 188

Wardein, 122

Waisaw, 212, 256

Wartburg, 58, 103-106, 296
Wartenburg, General Yorck von, 279

Washington, D. C., 266

Washington, George, 204-205
Wealth, 462; prosperity, 153. See also

Burghers; Capitalism
Weber, Carl Maria von, 166, 215, 220,

*98 i 3. 3*. 357 358, 36l > 36*. 365
Weber, Max, 402
Weimar, 58, 216, 233, 282, 435; Duke

of, 211, 232, 240, 242

Weinberg, von, 486
Welsers, 47
Wenceslaus, 49, 474
Wesendonk, Mathilde, 246

Westphalia, Peace of, 153, 154, 171,

281

Weyer, 70
White Mountain, Battle of the, 146,

148
Widukind, 21

Wieland, 208, 228, 229
Wildenbruch, 402
Wilhelmshafen, 431
William I, 319. 3*8-3*9> 337' 34*. 344>

345. 350* 374-375J Diet, 328-329

William II, 184, 198, 375-378, 382, 384,

391, 402, 404, 4*o. 4*4> 4*5 437. 44*

453. 458, 459* 46i, 47>. 476, 477;

early period, 395-401; neurasthenic,

396-397.* adulation, 398-399; criti-

cism, 400; and literature, 402; states-

manship before World War, 405,

406-410; responsibility
for war, 414-

418; and Reichstag, 427-428; at close

of World War, 431, 432; abdication,

433; escapes expropriation, 455~456

Wilson, Woodrow, 431, 433, 434, 435
Winckelmann, Johann Joachim, 166,

203
Wmdthorst, Ludwig, 346
Witches, 69-71, 72, 225
Witte, 417
Wittenberg, 90-93, 104, 107, 108, 117,

136, University of, 82

Wolf, Christian, 203, 225
Wolff-Metternich, Count, 409
Workers, 209, 295, 297, 300, 330, 333,

335. 384. 387> 388, 408, 414, 4*8,

435. 438 44o 444. 479. 49: win

power in 1890, 375-376; in World
War, 419; after World War, 451,
432; unemployed, 466, 483. See also

Guilds
World dominion, 262, 364, 365, 373,
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